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ANNUAL  MESSAGE 


OF 


H.  B.  RICE, 

MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HOUSTON. 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 


MAYOR^S  MESSAGE 

Houston,  Texas,  March  15,  1912. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Houston : 

Gentlemen: — Acording  to  the  law  I  submit  the  annual 
report  of  the  various  departments  and  budget  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

Budget. 

Mayor  and  Commissioners $  13,600.00 

Controller  and  Secretary. 7,500.00 

Law  Department  12,000.00 

Treasurer 620.00 

Assessor  and  Collector. 18,000.00 

City  Hall 4,000.00 

Elections 1,000.00 

Damages 1,000.00 

Interest  on  Bonds 265,000.00 

Sinking  Fund  140,000.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  15,000.00 

Electric  Lights  50,000.00 

Police 110,000.00 

Corporation  Court 2,500.00 

Fire  Department   125,000.00 

Health  Department 25,000.00 

Scavenger  Department 13,000.00 

Electrical  Department 8,000.00 

City  Engineer 20,000.00 

Streets  and  Bridges 100,000.00 

Repair  of  Shell  and  Gravel  Streets 25,000.00 

Sewer  Department 25,000.00 

Garbage  Department 25,000.00 

Market 7,000.00 

Schools    210,000.00 

Parks  10,000.00 

Carnegie  Library 10,000.00 

Refunding  Certificates 21,000.00 

Buffalo  Bayou  5,000.00 

Mayor's  Emergency  Fund 1,000.00 

Westmoreland  Fire  Station  and  Equipment 25,000.00 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

General  Expenses   $80,000.00 

Interest  55,000.00 

Sinking  Fund  28,000.00 

You  will  notice  that  the  appropriations  recommended  and 
the  budget  called  for  is  some  $200,000.00  in  excess  of  last 
year;  one-half  alone  being  an  increase  of  the  interest  and 
sinking  funds  on  bonds  and  additional  school  appropriations. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  its  numerous  require- 
ments, means  that  this  growth,  if  yearly  maintained  as  it 
has  been  for  the  past  several  years,  the  City  of  Houston 
must  expend  annually  more  revenue  to  maintain  in  effi- 
ciency the  various  departments  and  satisfy  local  conditions. 

I  shall  briefly  discuss  the  important  departments  of  the 
city  and  make  recommendations  for  their  improvements  and 
needs. 

Water. 

This  department  is  in  a  splendid  condition  and  with  the 
extension  of  mains  this  year  will  probably  place  everyone 
within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Houston  in  easy  access  of 
pure  water  and  charging  the  lowest  rate  for  consumption. 


Fire  Department. 

Houston  has  an  efficient  and  up-to-date  Fire  Department, 
and  but  for  the  unfortunate  fire  which  occurred  in  the  manu- 
facturing district  on  the  north  side  of  the  city  during  a  tre- 
mendous gale,  would  have  probably  sustained  the  smallest 
loss  in  any  one  year  since  Houston's  growth.  I  call  attention 
to  this  great  conflagration  from  a  commercial  standpoint,  as 
the  greatest  losses  from  the  immense  quantities  of  cotton  and 
manufacturies  destroyed  ran  into  large  sums  of  money. 
While  numerous  small  homes  were  destroyed,  yet  I 'am  glad 
to  state,  the  majority  of  those  thus  afflicted  asked  for  no 
assistance  and  are  making  plans  to  re-construct  their  homes 
upon  a  better  and  safer  basis. 
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For  those  who  were  left  destitute,  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  to  the  United  Charities  and  the  kind  citizens  who 
came  forward  and  cheerfully  made  subscriptions  for  relief. 
Knowing  the  character  of  people  who  make  up  this  com- 
munity, and  feeling  confident  of  their  generosity  and  grit, 
I,  as  Mayor,  declined  all  outside  help  and  subsequent  events 
justified  my  position.  While  deeply  grateful  for  all  offers  of 
aid  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  Houston  demonstrated 
that  her  people  can  and  will  take  care  of  almost  any  calamity 
that  may  overtake  them.  I  recommend  that  an  appropriation 
of  $25,000.00  be  made  for  a  new  Fire  Station  and  equipment 
at  Westmoreland  Station,  as  suggested  by  Fire  Commissioner 
Kohlhauff. 

Streets  and  Bridges. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  annual  reporf  of  Streets  and 
Bridges.  It  demonstrates  what  an  immense  amount  of  work 
and  expense  it  requires  to  drain  and  make  passable  the 
streets  in  a  level  country  like  ours. 

A  great  viaduct  connecting  the  north  and  south  sides  of 
the  city  is  now  under  good  headway  and  promises,  when 
completed,  to  be  one  of  the  most  substantial  structures  in 
the  State,  as  well  as  giving  rapid  and  easy  transportation  for 
the  peop]e.  Nearly  all  the  bridges  over  Buffalo  Bayou  are 
out  of  date  and  fail  to  properly  accommodate  the  traffic.  I 
recommend  that  the  bridges  at  San  Jacinto  and  Preston 
Streets  be  rem.oved  and  that  more  substantial  bridges  be  con- 
structed out  of  reinforced  concrete.  I  also  recommend  that 
a  reinforced  concrete  bridge  be  built  over  Buffalo  Bayou  at 
the  foot  of  Texas  Avenue,  which  will  relieve  congestion  of 
traffic  on  both  Washington  and  Preston  Streets. 

Houston  Avenue  Viaduct,  now  being  constructed,  will  give 
immense  relief  to  that  section  of  the  city. 

Schools. 

During  the  past  year  $500,000.00  of  bonds  were  voted 
for  school  purposes  and  several  school  houses  will  be  con- 
structed during  the  fiscal  year  which  will  give  additional  fa- 
cilities so  badly  needed  in  our  growing  city. 
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Both  the  School  Board  and  City  Commissioners  have  for 
some  time  been  acquiring  additional  grounds  for  school  sites 
and  playgrounds  for  the  children,  and  I  believe  in  the  near 
future  that  Houston's  schools  and  playgrounds  will  be  a 
model  for  any  city  to  copy. 

As  we  have  no  swimming  pools  for  boys  or  girls  in  this 
community,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Mrs.  Jas.  A.  Baker, 
President  of  the  Settlement  Association,  who  is  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  their  welfare,  I  suggest  that  a  natatorium  be  con- 
structed on  the  new  Rusk  School  site  and  gradually  be  ex- 
tended to  every  other  school  in  this  city.  I  think  Superin- 
tendent Horn's  recommendation,  that  all  public  schools 
should  be  used  for  a  social  center,  be  adopted.  These  school 
grounds  and  buildings  cost  the  taxpayer  a  great  deal  of  mon- 
ey and  should  be  utilized  in  various  ways.  School  children 
are  dismissed  daily  at  three  P.  M.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  immediate  neighborhood  should  not  use  the  building  after 
that  time  for  any  social  custom  they  desire  without  going 
to  the  expense  of  hiring  halls.  By  such  gatherings  in  a  public 
building  that  they  have  helped  to  construct,  the  people  will 
not  only  become  better  acquainted  but  better  satisfied  with 
taxation. 

Parks. 

The  City  of  Houston  should  no  longer  wait  for  a  park 
system.  Land  is  becoming  dearer  every  year.  While  the 
city  has  purchased  additional  park  grounds  during  the  year, 
we  are  yet  very  deficient  in  this  respect.  We  have  a  splendid 
board  of  Park  Commissioners  and  I  recommend  that  the  City 
of  Houston  issue  at  least  $250,000.00  park  bonds,  or  more, 
this  year,  in  order  to  secure  a  good  start  in  this  respect. 

Auditorium. 

Now  that  the  Auditorium  is  completed  I  recommend  that 
it  be  used  for  the  best  interest  of  the  community.  I  am  very 
anxious  to  see  the  social  conditions  of  our  people  improve, 
especially  on  Sundays.  On  the  first  of  May  next,  Houston 
will  have  one  of  the  finest  bands  in  the  United  States,  and 
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maintained  by  the  city.    Not  only  will  there  be  instrumental 
music  but  some  of  the  best  vocal  in  this  country. 

In  addition  to  the  musical  part  of  the  afternoon  and 
night  entertainments  on  Sunday,  there  can  be  secured  good, 
wholesome  picture  shows,  lectures  and  other  entertain- 
ments that  will  tend  to  educate  the  people  and  make  them 
happy  and  contented.  All  these  entertainments  will  be  free 
for  the  people  and  especially  to  the  working  classes  will 
this  program  be  satisfactory,  as  they  can  enjoy  the  best 
music  and  best  lectures  at  absolutely  no  cost.  Once  inaugu- 
rated and  well  established,  I  believe  this  work  of  our  city 
government  will  go  a  long  ways  to  exterminate  some  of  the 
vicious  tendencies  that  trouble  our  cities. 

Public  Service  Department. 

This  government,  in  fulfilling  its  promises,  created  a  Pub- 
lic Service  Department  last  year,  and  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner for  that  purpose.  I  recommend  every  citizen  to  read 
Mr.  Gaston's  report  and  know  what  has  been  accomplished. 

Police. 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  efi'iciency  of  the  Police  De- 
partment is  gradually  being  raised  and  I  trust  in  the  near 
future  that  it  will  be  up  to  the  standard. 

Taxation. 

During  the  present  year  the  Somers  System  of  Taxation 
has  been  established  in  Houston,  at  the  suggestion  of  Com- 
missioner Pastoriza.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  efficient  sys- 
tem, just  and  equitable  to  all.  The  Tax  Board  has  adopted 
the  system  of  assessing  land  values  at  90%  and  improve- 
ments at  25%  of  their  value.  Under  this  system  the  valua- 
tions have  increased  from  $77,000,000.00  to  $123,000,- 
000.00,  which  is  very  great.  All  tax  problems  are  difficult 
and  very  few,  if  any,  satisfactory.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
citizens  that  they  thoroughly  investigate  this  system  and 
ui^derstand  it.     If  it  is  satisfactory,  so  much  the  better, 
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if  not,  then  some  better  plan  should  be  proposed.  The  City 
Council  will  not  be  arbitrary,  but  will  be  glad  to  listen  to 
any  one  or  all  citizens  upon  this  subject.  Last  year  the  tax 
rate  was  $1.70  per  hundred.  This  year  it  has  been  reduced 
to  $1.30  per  hundred  for  all  purposes,  being  the  lowest  rate 
of  any  large  city  in  the  State. 

Health  Department. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  meningitis,  which 
have  existed  in  Houston  for  the  past  several  months,  the 
health  of  this  community  has  been  splendid.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  our  Health  Officer,  Dr.  Larendon, 
and  Specialist,  Dr.  Slataper,  and  their  associates,  for  the 
way  the  Health  Department  has  been  managed.  For  the 
amount  of  work  and  risk  that  these  gentlemen  run,  I  am 
decidedly  in  favor  of  increasing  their  respective  salaries. 

Buffalo  Bayou. 

Now  that  the  National  Government  will  soon  commence 
to  work  upon  our  waterway,  I  suggest  that  the  city  acquire 
more  territory  at  the  Turning  Basin.  I  suggest  steps  be 
taken  to  condemn  all  land  that  is  needed  for  practical  pur- 
poses and  also  that  the  City  of  Houston  build  and  main- 
tain a  modern  dredge  boat  on  that  channel. 

Paving. 

The  city  has  recently  adopted  a  front-foot  plan  of  pave- 
ment. It  is  a  great  step  forward  in  progress  and  means 
that  Houston  will  now  go  forward  with  rapid  strides.  Al- 
ready petitions  have  been  placed  with  the  Council  for  over 
ten  miles  of  pavement.  I  caution  the  people  that  no  per- 
manent pavement  should  be  made  until  all  water,  gas  and 
sewer  mains  be  first  constructed.  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  a  million  dollars  be  issued  in  bonds  for  sanitary  and 
storm  sewers  alone. 

A  short-time  paving  bond  can  be  issued  redeemable  at 
the  rate  of  say,  $200,000.00  per  year,  which  will  give  im- 
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mediate  relief  in  regard  to  the  pavements  and  not  increase 
the  bonded  indebtedness. 

The  city  needs  a  City  Jail  and  additional  fire-proof  rooms 
to  the  City  Hall  to  preserve  city  records.  I  recommend 
that  an  annex  to  the  City  Hall  be  constructed  to  care  for  all 
these  various  features. 

Thanking  you  for  your  hearty  co-operation,  I  am, 

Respectfully, 

H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor, 
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OF 


W.  J.  KOHLHAUFF, 

CHAIRMAN  FIRE  COMMITTEE, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF  FIRE  COMMITTEE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  respectfully  present  to  you  the 
annual  report  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing February  29,  1912,  in  accordance  with  the  charter  pro- 
visions. 

This  has  been  an  unfortunate  year  for  this  department, 
the  fire  losses  being  very  heavy.  However,  up  to  within 
January  1,  1912,  the  losses  were  less  than  for  any  previous 
period  of  five  years.  The  contributing  causes  were  of  that 
nature  and  character  that  might  be  termed  providential, 
and  which  in  no  wise  reflect  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  de- 
partment, as  the  attached  reports  and  tabulated  tables  suf- 
ficiently illustrate. 

All  of  our  apparatus  is  in  good  condition.  Just  as  soon 
as  we  find  anything  wrong  with  our  steamers  we  place 
them  in  the  hands  of  our  mechanic,  who  immediately  reme- 
dies any  defect  that  may  appear. 

During  the  conflagration  in  the  Fifth  Ward  on  the  morn- 
ing of  February  21,  we  lost  a  little  over  5000  feet  of  hose — 
1,200  feet  of  3-inch  hose  and  the  rest  2i/^-inch.  We  also 
lost  about  125  feet  of  ladders,  besides  a  lot  of  other  smaller 
fire-fighting  devices. 

We  immediately  placed  an  order  for  3,000  feet  of  3-inch 
and  2,000  feet  of  2V2-inch  hose  of  the  very  best  make. 

We  also  purchased  sufficient  ladders  to  cover  our  loss. 
Thus  you  will  see  we  are  again  well  supphed  with  hose  and 
ladders. 

The  majority  of  the  runs  were  for  flue  and  roof  fires. 
However,  the  runs  from  these  causes  will  be  greatly  dimin- 
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ished  by  the  passage  of  the  fire-proof  roof  ordinance,  which 
includes  in  its  limits  the  entire  city. 

I  am  now  having  plans  and  specifications  prepared  for 
an  engine  house  to  be  erected  upon  the  city's  property  on 
Berry  Street,  near  the  entrance  to  Westmoreland,  and  hope 
to  have  same  completed  and  fully  equipped  within  the  next 
four  months. 

This  territory  is  sadly  in  need  of  more  fire-fighting  ap- 
paratus, especially  a  service  truck,  which  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  install  at  No.  7  engine  house  on  Milam  Street  in  the  very 
near  future.  The  majority  of  the  residences  in  the  South 
end  of  the  city  are  two  stories  in  height,  and  to  reach  the 
roofs  of  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  service  truck  at  the 
Central  Fire  Station  to  make  this  run.  The  distance  is  too 
great  for  such  a  run,  as  the  horses  soon  play  out  and  make 
slow  progress.  Thus  you  will  see  the  absolute  necessity  for 
a  service  truck  in  this  locality. 

We  have  now  889  fire  plugs,  and  I  have  been  assured  by 
Commissioner  Jones  that  a  good  many  more  and  up-to-date 
plugs  would  be  installed  this  coming  year,  especially  in  the 
business  and  manufacturing  districts  of  this  city. 

During  the  past  year  an  ordinance  was  passed  regulating 
the  vaudeville  and  moving  picture  shows.  This  ordinance 
requires  that  a  permit  be  first  obtained  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil, accompanied  by  a  bond  of  $1,000.00  for  faithfully  con- 
ducting a  show  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance.  Such  safe- 
guards have  been  thrown  around  these  shows  that  make  them 
practically  safe  from  fire.  The  picture  machines,  instead  of 
being  over  the  exits  and  entrances  have  been  removed  to  the 
back  end  of  the  house.  Thus  in  case  of  fire  in  these  machine 
booths  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  audience  to  pass  under  them 
in  their  escape  from  the  building,  and  in  this  way  a  panic  is 
easily  averted.  In  looking  after  these  shows  Fire  Marshal 
Parker  has  rendered  me  valuable  services. 

It  is  with  much  sorrow  that  I  announce  to  you  the  sud- 
den death  of  Otto  Lutz,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  valued 
men  in  the  Fire  Department.     His  death  occurred  on  June 
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14,  1911.  Up  to  within  the  day  before  his  demise  he  was  in 
active  service  in  the  capacity  of  engineer  and  veterinarian 
at  Station  No.  9.  His  death  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire  de- 
partment, as  he  was  loved  by  all  the  men. 

Recommendations. 

Above  I  have  shown  the  necessity  for  a  service  truck  for 
the  South  end  of  the  city.  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  immediate  purchase  of  an  up-to-date  aerial  truck,  and 
we  could  then  convert  the  old  one  into  a  service  truck.  The 
present  aerial  truck  is  in  bad  shape  and  practically  of  no 
service  to  us,  as  it  is  dangerous  to  the  lives  of  our  men.  The 
great  number  of  tall  buildings  we  now  have  in  our  cify 
makes  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  sucH  a 
truck.    I  can  not  too  strongly  recommend  this  aerial  truck. 

I  also  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  fire  boat.  The  banks 
of  our  bayou  are  lined  with  many  valuable  industries,  which 
could  be  better  protected  from  fire  by  such  a  boat.  A  fire 
boat  would  also  be  of  great  assistance  to  our  Fire  Depart- 
ment, as  it  could  reach  a  fire  where  it  would  be  impossible 
for  our  apparatus  and  men  to  get  to.  This,  I  am  sure,  would 
assist  materially  in  having  our  insurance  rates  reduced. 

I  further  recommend  the  passage  of  a  flue  inspection  and 
cleaning  ordinance.  The  great  majority  of  our  runs  are 
caused  from  defective  and  dirty  flues.  I  believe  the  passage 
of  such  an  ordinance  would  minimize  the  fire  losses  very 
much,  and  I  know  it  would  save  us  much  horse  flesh  and  ex- 
pense to  repairs  of  apparatus,  which,  during  the  past  rainy 
season,  was  something  enormous. 

Our  city  is  growing  so  fast  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  you  provide  us  with  more  fire  alarm  boxes.  Most  of  our 
citizens  are  far  removed  from  an  alarm  box  and  are  therefore 
compelled  to  resort  to  the  telephone,  which  does  not  always 
give  good  service,  especially  after  midnight.  I  respectfully 
recomm.end  the  installation  of  fifty  new  fire  alarm  boxes. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  and  operating  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  was  $124,013.05.    This 
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includes  repairs,  renewals  and  equipments,  purchase  of  live 
stock,  fuel,  salaries,  etc. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $125,- 
000.00  be  made  for  this  department  for  the  coming  fiscal 
year. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  KOHLHAUFP, 

Fire  Commissioner, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  FIRE  MARSHALL. 

Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice,  Mayor, 

and 
W.  J.  KoHLHAUFF,  Fire  Commissioner  City  of  Houston,  Tex, 

Gentlemen  : — I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  second  annual 
report  as  Fire  Marshal  of  the  City  of  Houston  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  February  29,  1912. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  amended  fire  escape  ordinance, 
113  fire  escapes  have  been  erected  and  all  old  ones  put  in 
first-class  shape. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Gasoline  ordinance  38  approved 
underground  storage  tanks  have  been  installed  and  about 
100  approved  safety  cans  put  in  use. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Moving  Picture  ordinance  all  of 
the  picture  shows  have  been  remodeled  and  put  in  safe  con- 
dition from  both  fire  and  panic  standpoint  and  are  inspected 
every  month  by  myself  and  the  City  Electrician.  The  city  is 
in  a  fairly  good  condition  as  to  the  accommodation  of  boxes, 
waste  paper  and  other  trash  in  the  back  yards  and  hallways. 

Metal  waste  cans  have  been  recommended  and  a  large  part 
of  the  business  houses  have  cheerfully  complied. 

The  Carbide  ordinance,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  is 
strictly  complied  with. 

I  believe  with  the  passage  of  the  new  Roof  ordinance  and 
of  a  Flue  Cleaning  ordinance  and  an  Inspection  ordinance, 
the  fire  hazards  will  be  greatly  decreased  and  a  great  saving 
to  the  running  expenses  of  the  department  and  lessen  the 
great  danger  to  hfe  and  property  in  responding  to  the  alarms. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  Fifth  Ward  fire  which  occurred  on 
the  night  of  February  21,  1912,  at  1:00  A.  M.,  this  depart- 
ment has  made  every  effort  to  ascertain  the  correct  origin  of 
the  fire.  Several  reasons  have  come  to  us,  but  after  close  in- 
vestigation we  failed  to  find  any  foundation  to  them,  up  ta 
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the  present  time,  as  none  of  the  parties  to  these  rumors 
would  testify  to  them.  At  the  present  time  I  can  only  report 
the  cause  unknown  origin. 

As  the  fire  losses  will  be  reported  in  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner's report,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  mention  them. 
In  conclusion  I  wish  to  extend  many  thanks  to  the  Hon. 
Mayor,  Commissioners  and  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department 
and  his  assistants,  and  especially  to  Fire  Commissioner 
Kohlhauff  for  the  favors  shown  me. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

E.  R.  Parker, 

Fire  Marshal, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  FIRE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Houston,  Texas,  February  29, 1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice,  Mayor, 

and 
W.  J.  KoHLHAUFF,  Fire  Commissioner  City  of  Houston,  Tex. 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this,  my  an- 
nual report  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  the  year  ending  Feb- 
ruary 29th,  1912. 

In  making  this  report  I  only  make  a  short  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  department,  as  the  general  report  in  details 
will  be  included  in  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioner,  W. 
J.  Kohlhauff . 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  two  very  bad  fires  that 
will  show  considerable  losses,  namely  the  oil  mill  fire  and  the 
Fifth  Ward  fire. 

At  this  Fifth  Ward  fire  the  department  lost  5,000  feet  of 
hose,  which  was  destroyed  by  heat  from  the  fire,  as  it  was 
impossible  for  the  men  to  get  it  out  of  the  street  owing  to 
the  heat  from  the  burning  buildings. 

The  use  of  automobiles  in  the  department  has  demon- 
strated in  many  ways  their  superiority  over  horse-drawn  ap- 
paratus. 

I  wish  to  thank  his  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Commissioners, 
for  their  assistance,  also  my  two  assistant  chiefs,  the  men  in 
the  department  and  Electrical  Department  for  service  ren- 
dered the  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully, 

R.  F.  Ollre, 

Chief. 
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Cost  of  Maintaining  and  Operating  the  Fire  Department  for  the  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  February  29th,   1912. 

Salaries $  97,537.65 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings 340.93 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  furniture  and  bedding. .  173,50 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 9,230.39 

Live  stock,  renewals  and  maintenance 8,530.48 

Fuel  for  engines 1,577.67 

Lubricants  and  other  engine  supplies 649. 5& 

Chemicals  407.32 

Light  and  heat 1,473.87 

Stationery  and  printing 96.5(> 

Other   3,995.15 

Total $124,013.05 


Fire  Alarms  During  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  February  29th,  1912. 
Box   Telephone    Total 


Alarms  Alarms  Alarms  A.M.  P.M. 

March,       1911 20  23  43  14  29 

April,           "    7  8  15  5  10 

May,             "    12  8  20  5  15 

June,            "    10  12  22  10  12 

July,             "    12  15  27  8  19 

August,        "    11  13  24  10  14 

September,  "    8  11  19  13  6 

October,       "    7  8  15  5  10 

November,  "    41  30  71  21  50 

December,    "    38  22  60  20  40 

January,  1912 32  54  86  29  57 

February,    "    33  50  83  37  46 

Totals 231  254  485  177  308 


Character  of  Buildings  Damaged  During  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending 
February  29th,  1912. 

Frame  Brick      Other  than 

Month  Buildings    Buildings    Buildings 

March,         1911 41  2 

April,  "    15 

May,  "    20 

June,  "    20  2 

July,  "    26  ..  1 

August,  "    21 

September,    "    12 

October,         "    11 

November,    "    32 

December,     "    29 

January,     1912 31 . 

February,      "    229 

Totals   487  41  52; 
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Cause  of  Fires  During  the  Year  Ending  Pebruary  29tii,  1912. 
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Comparative   Statement   of  Alarms   and   Number   of  Men  Employed. 

No.  of  Men  No.  of 

Year                                          Employed  Alarms 

1898  55  226 

1899  55  259 

1900  60  298 

1901  62  297 

1902  59  300 

1903  61  258 

1904  65  391 

1905  65  364 

1906  65  396 

1907  65  498 

1908  83  636 

1909    100  709 

1910    104  599 

1911    105  485 

Insurance  Statistics. 

Value  of  buildings $2,275,757.40 

Value  of  stock,  furniture  and  fixtures 3,488,999.95 

Total  value  of  property  involved $5,764,757.35 

Insurance  on  buildings $1,241,178.99 

Insurance  on  stock,  furniture  and  fixtures 2,484,175.00 

Total  insurance  on  buildings  and  contents $3,725,353.99 

Damage  to  insured  buildings $1,205,898.32 

Damage  to  uninsured  buildings 170,441.16 

Damage  to  insured  stock,  furniture  and  fixtures 2,405,923.44 

Total  damages  stock,  buildings,  furniture  and  fixtures.  .$3,782,262.92 

Force  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

No.     Capacity  Employed  Per  Month 

1  Chief  $200.00 

1  First  Assistant  Chief 150.00 

1  Second  Assistant  Chief 110.00 

1  Captain   100.00 

1  Fire  Marshal    100.00 

1  Chauffeur 100.00 

1  Mechanical  Engineer  100.00 

1  Engineer  and  Veterinarian 100.00 

2  Chauffeurs 90.00 

1  Secretary  80.00 

9  Captains    90.00 

6  Engineers   90.00 

50  Firemen,  1  year  or  more 72.50 

35  Firemen,  less  than  one  year 65.00 

1  Housekeeper  40.00 

15  Extra  men,  yearly  average  less  than  one  year 65.00 

Number  of  Fire  Hydrants  in  the  City 889 
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Services  Performed  by  the  Fire  Department  During  the  Fiscal  Year 
Ending  February  29,  1912. 
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240.00 
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Size  and  Dimensions  of  Steam  Engines,  and  Date  Placed  in  Service. 
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Horses  in  Service  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

No. 

Central  Station 10 

Fire  Station  No.     2 4 

Fire  Station  No.    3 7 

Fire  Station  No.    5 4 

Fire  Station  No.    6 4 

Fire  Station  No.     7 4 

Fire  Station  No.    8 5 

Fire  Station  No.    9 9 

Fire  Station  No.  10 5 

Fire  Marshal  1 

City  Electrician   1 

Total 54 

Apparatus. 

Apparatus                                                                  No.  Location 

Chiefs  automobile —  Central  Station 

Combination  hose  wagon  (steel) 1  Central  Station 

Extra  first  size  steamer 1  Central  Station 

Chemical  automobile   1  Central  Station 

Seagrave  hook  and  ladder  truck 1  Central  Station 

Hayes  aerial  truck,  75-foot 1  Central  Station 

First  size  Continental  steamer 1  Central  Station 

Assistant  Chiefs'  buggies —  Central  Station 

Hose  reel  (in  reserve) —  Central  Station 

Combination  hose  wagon 2  Station  No.  2 

Fourth  size  La  France  steamer 2  Station  No.  2 

Hose  wagon  3  Station  No.  3 

Double  60-gallon  Holloway  chemical S  Station  No.  3 

Chief's  buggy   (extra) —  Station  No.  3 

Supply  wagon  23  Station  No.  3 

Hose  wagon  5  Station  No.  5 

Third  size  La  France  steamer 5  Station  No.  5 

Hose  wagon  6  Station  No.  6 

Fourth  size  La  France  steamer 6  Station  No.  6 

Hose  wagon  7  Station  No.  7 

Fourth  size  La  France  steamer 7  Station  No.  7 

Hose  wagon  8  Station  No.  8 

Third  size  Clapp  &  Jones  steamer 8  Station  No.  8 

Hose  wagon  9  Station  No.  9 

Fourth  size  Continental  steamer 9  Station  No.  9 

Preston  hook  and  ladder  truck 9  Station  No.  9 

Fire  Marshal's  buggy —  Station  No.  9 

Hose  wagon  10  Station  No.  10 

Second  size  La  France  steamer 10  Station  No.  10 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


JACK  KENNEDY, 

CHAIRMAN  STREET  AND  BRIDGE 
COMMITTEE, 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF 
STREET  AND  BRIDGE  COMMITTEE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1, 1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  herewith  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  an- 
nual report  of  work  done  by  the  Street  and  Bridge  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1912,  which  I  "Erust 
is  a  satisfactory  one  to  your  Honor  and  to  the  citizens  in 
general. 

The  principal  streets  of  the  city  have  been  kept  clean  dur- 
ing the  year  by  constantly  sweeping  them  and  hauling  the 
dirt  away,  and  on  our  business  streets  I  have  kept  men  con- 
stantly employed  with  hand  brooms  and  pick-up  carts. 

The  sprinkling  of  the  paved  streets  has  received  our  at- 
tention and  I  trust  that  the  manner  in  which  we  have  han- 
dled this  important  matter  is  satisfactory. 

The  holes  in  all  the  graveled  and  shelled  streets  have  been- 
kept  in  good  repair  when  we  could  get  the  material  to  do  so, 
but  we  could  not  at  all  times  get  gravel  when  needed  on  ac- 
count of  the  railroad  transportation  failing  to  make  de- 
liveries ;  we  also  kept  the  holes  in  the  dirt  streets  well  filled. 

I  wish  to  particularly  mention  that  during  the  past  year 
the  department  has  laid  many  foot  crossings  and  street 
bridges  which  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  for  this  work 
we  have  used  best  lumber  so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
replace  them  for  some  time  to  come. 

I  wish  to  say  that  in  the  recent  Fifth  Ward  fire,  there 
was  120  feet  of  the  north  end  of  the  Hill  Street  bridge  com- 
pletely destroyed  by  the  fire,  and  the  department  realizing 
the  necessity  of  the  passageway  in  that  part  of  the  city,  im- 
mediately rebuilt  that  portion  of  the  bridge  without  any  de- 
lay so  as  not  to  give  the  citizens  who  have  to  cross  that 
bridge  any  inconvenience  by  having  to  go  to  some  other 
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bridge  to  cross,  and  also  to  have  the  bridge  open  for  fire 
protection  so  that  fire  engines  could  cross. 

All  the  bridges  which  span  the  Ship  Channel  has  been 
kept  in  good  condition  and  they  alone  take  up  a  great  amount 
of  lumber. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  have  charged  one-half  of  the  ex- 
penses of  all  the  repairing  of  the  bridges  to  the  Houston 
Electric  Company  on  which  that  Company  has  tracks  laid 
over. 

There  are  many  minor  items  of  work  done  by  this  de- 
partment which  have  not  been  recorded. 

During  the  past  year  this  department  has  cleaned  and 
opened  many  blocks  of  surface  ditches. 

The  Following  is  a  List  of  the  Streets  Which  Are  Sprinkled 

Daily. 

Main  Street,  from  Commerce  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

Travis  Street,  from  Commerce  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

Milam  Street,  from  Franklin  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

Fannin  Street,  from  Franklin  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

Tenth  Street,  from  Washington  to  H.  &  T.  C.  Yards. 

Washington  Street,  from  Bridge  to  H.  &  T.  C.  Depot. 

Preston  Avenue,  from  Washington  to  Caroline  Street. 

Franklin  Avenue,  from  Bridge  to  Caroline  Street. 

Congress  Avenue,  from  Louisiana  to  Caroline  Street, 

Louisiana  Street,  from  Congress  to  Prairie  Avenue. 

Prairie  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Texas  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Capitol  Avenue,  from  County  Jail  to  Caroline  Street. 

Rusk  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Walker  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

San  Felipe  Street,  Heiner  to  Dallas,  to  Main,  to  Lamar,  to  Bagby. 

San  Jacinto  Street,  from  Bridge  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

Willow  Street,  from  San  Jacinto  St.  Bridge  to  Maffitt  Street. 

McKee  Street,  from  Liberty  Avenue  to  H.  E.  &  W.  T.  Ry. 

Commerce  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  San  Jacinto  Street. 

Franklin  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Chartres  Street. 

Congress  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  L  &  G.  N.  Depot. 

Chartres  Street,  from  Franklin  to  Congress  Avenue. 

Preston  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Crawford  Street, 

Texas  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Jackson  Street. 

Prairie  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Crawford  Street. 
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Caroline  Street,  from  Franklin  to  McKinney  Avenue. 
McKinney  Avenue,  from  Bagby  to  Hutchins  Street. 
San  Jacinto  Street,  from  McKinney  to  McGowen  Avenue. 
Main  Street,  from  McKinney  to  Berry  Avenue. 
Milam  Street,  from  McKinney  to  McGowen  Avenue. 

The  Following  is  a  List  of  Streets  ¥/hich  Are  Swept  Every 

Night. 

Main  Street,  from  Franklin  to  Berry  Avenue. 

Travis  Street,  from  Franklin  to  Leeland  Avenue. 

Milam  Street,  from  Franklin  to  Dallas  Avenue. 

Fannin  Street,  from  Franklin  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

San  Jacinto  Street,  from  Commerce  to  McKinney  Avenue. 

Congress  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Crawford  Street. 

Franklin  Avenue,  from  Louisiana  to  Austin  Street. 

Preston  Avenue,  from  Austin  to  Washington  Avenue. 

Prairie  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Crawford  Street. 

Texas  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Capitol  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Rusk  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Walker  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Willow  Street,  from  San  Jacinto  Street  Bridge  to  Walnut  Street. 

Washington  Street,  from  Franklin  Ave.  Bridge  to  Tenth  Street. 

The  Following  is  a  List  of  Streets  Which  are  Swept  Twice 

Weekly. 

Washington  Avenue,  from  Tenth  to  Southern  Pacific  Crossing. 

Liberty  Avenue, 

McKee  Street. 

Conti  Street. 

Odin  Avenue. 

Lyons  Avenue, 

Hardy  Street,  from  Conti  to  Noble  Street, 

Houston  Avenue,  from  Washington  to  Spring  Street. 

Harrisburg  Road,  from  I,  &  G.  N.  Tunnel  to  Milby  Street. 

San  Jacinto  Street,  from  McKinney  to  McGowen  Avenue. 

The  Follow^ing  is  a  List  of  Streets  Which  Are  Swept  Three 
Times  Weekly. 

Main  Street,  from  Berry  Avenue  to  Blodgett. 
Franklin  Avenue,  from  Austin  to  Chartres  Street. 
Texas  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Hamilton  Street. 
McKinney  Avenue,  from  Bagby  to  Chartres  Street. 
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The  Following  is  a  List  of  Streets  Which  Are  Swept 

Weekly. 

Leeland  Avenue,  from  Louisiana  to  Crawford  Street. 
McGowen  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Crawford  Street. 
Crawford  Street,  from  Commerce  to  McGowen  Avenue. 
Montgomery  Avenue,  from  Wood  to  James  Street. 
Sabine  Street,  from  Washington  Avenue  to  Sabine  St.  Bridge. 
Heiner  Street,  from  Sabine  Street  Bridge  to  San  Felipe  Street. 
Preston  Avenue,  from  Austin  Street  to  I.  &  G.  N.  Tunnel. 

The    Following   is    a    List    of    Streets    Which    Have    Been 
Shelled  During  the  Past  Year. 

Chenevert  Street,  from  Clay  to  Pierce  Avenue. 
Stuart  Avenue,  from  Crawford  to  Hamilton  Street. 
Chenevert  Street,  from  Elgin  to  Holman  Avenue. 
Pierce  Avenue,  from  Sherman  to  Baldwin  Street. 
Maury  Street,  from  Providence  to  Conti  Street. 
Berry  Avenue,  from  Fannin  to  San  Jacinto  Street. 
Francis  Avenue,  from  Crawford  to  Hamilton  Street. 
Alabama  Avenue,  from  Main  Street  to  Almeda  Road. 
Providence  Street,  from  Mary  to  Semmes  Street. 
Liberty  Avenue,  from  Mary  to  Semmes  Street. 
Anita  Avenue,  from  Crawford  to  Caroline  Street. 
Chartres  Street,  from  Magnolia  to  Maple  Street. 
Dennis  Avenue,  from  San  Jacinto  to  Chenevert  Street. 
Hamilton  Street,  from  Elgin  to  Francis  Avenue. 
Fargo  Street,  from  Mason  to  Crocker  Street. 
Thomas  Street,  from  James  to  Paschal  Street. 
MacGregor  Avenue,  from  Main  to  San  Jacinto  Street. 
Drew  Avenue,  from  Crawford  to  Chenevert  Street. 
Lion  Street,  from  San  Felipe  to  Erichson  Street. 
Mcllhenny  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Austin  Street. 
Bishop  Street,  from  Thomas  Street  to  Montgomery  Avenue. 
Fannin  Street,  from  Bayou  to  Franklin  Avenue. 
Austin  Street,  from  McGowen  to  MacGregor  Avenue. 
Austin  Street,  from  Texas  to  Rusk  Avenue. 
Fletcher  Street,  from  Hogan  to  James  Street. 
James  Street,  from  Fletcher  Street  to  Bayou. 
Bell  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  St.  Emanuel  Street. 
Pease  Avenue,  from  Main  to  Milam  Street. 
Chartres  Street,  from  Hadley  to  Texas  Avenue. 
Leeland  Avenue,  from  Sampson  Street  to  Broadway. 
Hadley  Avenue,  from  St.  Emanuel  to  Chartres  Street. 
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The  Following  Streets  Are  At  the  Present  Time  Under 

Construction. 

(Widening  Street.) 

Brick. 

Houston  Avenue,  from  Washington  to  Montgomery  Avenue. 

Shell. 

Harrington  Street,  from  Hardy  Street  to  Montgomery  Avenue. 
Bremond  Street,  from  Nance  to  Conti  Street. 
Gray  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Hutchins  Street. 

The  Following  is  a  List  of  the  Graveled  Streets  Which 
Have  Been  Repaired. 

Runnels  Street,  from  Buffalo  to  Gable  Street. 
German  Street,  from  Buffalo  to  Palmer  Street. 
Shepherd  Street,  from  Harrishurg  Road  to  Engelke  Street. 
Sampson  Street,  from  McKinney  Avenue  to  Engelke  Street. 
Franklin  Avenue,  from  Chartres  Street  to  Broadway. 
Dowling  Street,  from  Preston  to  McKinney  Avenue. 
Crawford  Street,  from  McGowen  to  Elgin  Avenue. 
McGowen  Avenue,  from  Dowling  to  Crawford  Street. 
Tuam  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Main  Street. 
Elgin  Avenue,  from  Crawford  to  Baldwin  Street. 
Rosalie  Avenue,  from  Main  to  Baldwin  Street. 
Nance  Street,  from  Walnut  to  McKee  Street. 
Caroline  Street,  from  McKinney  to  Holman  Avenue. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  accomplished  a  great 
amount  of  work  with  our  grading  department,  which  be- 
sides grading  the  streets  we  have  used  the  teams  and  men 
to  also  widen  and  deepen  all  the  large  surface  ditches,  and 
cleaned  a  great  many  of  the  smaller  ones. 

With  this  branch  of  the  department  we  have  plowed  over 
and  worked  over  the  following  graveled  streets : 

Hadley  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 
Youngs  Avenue,  from  Washington  to  State  Street. 
Drew  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Chenevert  Street. 
Dennis  Avenue. 

Hamilton  Street,  from  Drew  to  Tuam  Avenue. 
Chartres  Street,  from  Drew  to  Tuam  Avenue. 
Chenevert  Street,  from  Drew  to  Tuam  Avenue. 
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The  Following  is  a  List  of  Some  of  the  Streets  Which  Have 

Been  Graveled. 

Jefferson  Avenue. 

Runnels  Street,  from  Buffalo  to  Shepherd  Street. 

Rottman  Street,  from  Milby  Street  to  Butcher's  Lane. 

New  Orleans  Avenue,  from  Vine  to  Montgomery  Avenue. 

Brooks  Street,  from  Maffitt  to  Semmes  Street. 

Semmes  Street,  from  Brooks  to  Noble  Street. 

Mills  Street,  from  Mary  to  Maffitt  Street. 

George  Street,  from  Wilson  to  Gillette  Street. 

Noble  Street,  from  Hardy  to  Semmes  Street. 

Lee  Street,  from  Hardy  to  Maffitt  Street. 

Hutchins  Street,  from  Webster  to  McGowen  Avenue. 

Rice  Street,  from  Dallas  to  Clay  Avenue. 

Berry  Avenue,  from  City  Pumping  Station. 

Ennis  Street,  from  Dallas  to  Clay  Avenue. 

Bayland  Avenue,  fronting  Bayland  Orphan  Home. 

Lamar  Avenue,  from  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R.  tracks  to  Broadway. 

Girard  Street,  from  Sixth  Street  to  Gulley. 

Sixth  Street,  from  H.  &  T.  C.  R.  R.  Yards  to  Kessler  Street. 

Andrews  Street,  from  Heiner  to  Howe  Street. 

The  Following  is  a  List  of  Streets  Which  Have  Been  Exca- 
vated and  Resurfaced  For  the  Laying  of  Shell. 

Liberty  Avenue,  from  McKee  to  Mary  Street. 
Maury  Street,  from  Conti  to  Providence  Street. 
Elysian  Street,  from  Conti  to  Nance  Street. 
Andrews  Street,  from  Heiner  to  Howe  Street. 
Fuller  Street,  from  Andrews  to  San  Felipe  Street. 

The  Bois  d'arc  blocks  which  had  been  laid  on  some  streets 
as  a  temporary  pavement  had  become  in  such  a  bad  shape 
owing  to  having  no  foundation,  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
remove  them  altogether  on  the  following  streets : 

Mcllhenny  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Austin  Street. 
Austin  Street. 

This  department  maintains  a  flushing  branch  in  its  de- 
partment and  by  it  the  gutters  in  the  central  portion  of  the 
city  are  flushed  daily,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  gut- 
ters which  are  flushed  or  washed  every  day : 

Main  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 
Travis  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 
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Milam  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 

Louisiana  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 

Fannin  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 

San  Jacinto  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 

Caroline  Street,  from  Commerce  to  Walker  Avenue. 

Congress  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Franklin  Avenue,  from  Franklin  Ave.  Bridge  to  Caroline  Street. 

Commerce  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Caroline  Street. 

Preston  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Prairie  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Texas  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Capitol  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Rusk  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

Walker  Avenue,  from  Smith  to  Caroline  Street. 

All  streets  which  have  been  opened  for  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing pipe,  conduits,  etc.,  have  been  closely  watched  by  our  in- 
spector to  see  that  the  firm  or  corporation  making  such  open- 
ing repair  the  street  after  laying  their  pipe  and  leave  the 
street  in  as  good  condition  as  it  was  prior  to  the  making  of 
the  opening. 

If  the  street  is  not  left  in  good  condition,  then  this  de- 
partment makes  the  necessary  repairs  and  charges  the 
cost  of  such  repairs  to  the  parties  who  made  the  opening 
and  the  amount  of  the  cost  is  deducted  from  the  deposit 
which  the  firm  is  required  to  make  as  a  guarantee  that  the 
proper  repairs  are  made. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  num- 
ber of  openings  made  in  the  streets,  as  per  the  permita 
granted : 

Gas  openings 1055 

Water  250 

Sewer 410 

Telephone  conduits 132 

Electric  light 25 

Total  1872 

The  Following  is  the  Amount  of  Street  Bridges  and  Foot 
Crossings  Laid  During  the  Year  By  This  Department. 

Street  bridges 1238 

Street  foot  crossings 1449 
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Also  Laid: 

Aprons   86 

Drain  boxes 18 

This  is  an  Inventory  of  the  Department  at  the  City  Stables. 

Mules    72  Mowing  machines  and  blades. .  2 

Wagons   28  Plows    2 

Sprinkling  wagons 9  Shovels,  dozen 5 

Street  sweepers 7  Double  harness,  sets 37 

Single  carts 3  Single  harness,  sets 2 

Street  washing  machines 2  Forges    2 

Oil  wagons   2  Anvils    2 

Grading  machines  2  Drill  press  1 

Grading  wheelers  3  Tire  shrinker  and  roller 1 

Grading  slips 6  Full  set  blacksmith  tools. 

I  regret  to  say  that  during  the  past  year  we  lost  five  head 
of  mules,  which  died  after  they  had  been  given  all  the  medi- 
cal attention  possible. 

Disbursements  For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

I  herewith  beg  to  give  your  Honor  an  itemized  account  of 
the  entire  expense  of  this  department  for  the  year  ending 
February  29,  1912. 

From  the  total  you  will  notice  that  I  have  deducted  the 
amount  of  $1,020.45,  which  was  charged  to  the  Houston  Elec- 
tric Company  for  their  portion  of  the  expense  for  the  re- 
pairs done  on  the  city  bridges  over  which  that  Company 
operates  cars,  and  have  also  deducted  the  following  amounts 
for  work  done  by  this  department  for  other  firms : 

Houston  Electric  Co $1,020.45 

Collins  Bros 7.00 

Southwestern  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co 94.90 

Houston  Lighting  &  Power  Co 6.84 

T.  H.  Ohlin  (selling  price  of  old  machine) 25.00 

Houston  Gas  Co 28.09 

Ringling  Bros.'  Circus 50.00 

Keithly  Plumbing  Co 13.09 

F.  E.  Ebersole,  Contractor 5.62 

J.  C.  Kelso,  Contractor 5.62 

D.  H.  Miller 5.49 

Total  $1,263.10 
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Amount  of  Work  Done  for  Other  City  Departments. 

Sam  Houston  Park , $  4.90 

Sewer  Department  14.80 

Total  $19.70 

During  the  past  year  we  laid  many  brick  culverts  and 
repaired  several,  and  over  many  of  them  we  placed  iron 
covers. 

GENERAL  EXPENSE. 

General  Foremen,  Inspectors  and  Clerks — 

Salaries $  5,276.50 

Repairs  and  Renewals  to  Buildings — 

Lumber  and  labor .'.- 169.91 

Equipments — 

Blacksmith 2,216.36 

Broommaker    692.95 

Harness 177.24 

Freight 107.19 

Supplies   2,249.38 

Sprinkling  machines  and  new  wagons 1,140.00 

Expended  by  Engineer  Department 79.05 

Bridges — 

Bridge  gang,  salaries 9,854.08 

Lumber 12,982.03 

Bridge  tenders,   salaries 3,599.99 

Supplies    466.75 

Livei  Stock — 

Stableman,  salary 729.25 

Feed  for  stock 8,945.26 

Medical  service  to  stock 62.21 

Supplies    79.00 

Horse  and  mules  purchased 730.00 

Street  Cleaning — 

Flushing  gutters,  salaries 2,361.00 

Cleaning  streets  in  business  district,  salaries. .  6,402.74 

Street  sprinkling  3,365.65 

Cleaning  tunnels 1,924.99 

Keeping  paved  street  drains  open 2,254,35 

Cleaning  all  paved  streets 14,683.03 

Street  sweeping 3,209.75 

Oiling  Buffalo  Street 45.23 

Street  Repairing — 

Ditching   11,063.37 

Grading  and  opening  streets 4,402.24 

Repairing  pavements 1,159.81 

Teamsters,   filling   holes    in    dirt,   gravel    and 

shell  streets 3,965.24 

Repairing  all  paved  streets 8,675.46 

Supplies    171.65 

Expended  by  Engineer  Department 24,936.77 
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Other  Expense — 

Stable  watchman  $  834.75 

Stationers^  and  office  supplies 72.00 

Electric  lights    87.44 

Telephone 63.15 

Spreading  dirt  around  the  barn  yard 1,058.25 

Insurance  136.50 

Supplies 395.19 

Stock  account 9.50 

Expended  by  Engineer  Department 103.00 

Extraordinary — 

Salaries 423.95 

Building  new  shed  at  city  stables 232.20 

Supplies 113.75 

Shell    1,650.96 

Auto  machine 2,000.00 

Total  $145,359.07 

CEEDIT. 

Amount  brought  forward $145,359.07 

Expended  by  Engineer  Department 
and    charged    to    the    Street    and 

Bridge  Department $25,118.82 

Charged  to  other  corporations  and 
firms  for  street  repairing  which 
they  failed  to  replace  in  proper 
condition 242.65 

Charged  to  Houston  Electric  Co.  as 
their  portion  of  the  expense  repair- 
ing bridges  on  which  they  operate 
cars   1,020.45 

Work  done  for  other  City  Depart- 
ments      19.70         26,401.62 

Net  expense  of  Street  and  Bridge  Department.  .$118,952.45 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  respectfully  recommend  that  a 
larger  increase  in  the  budget  allowance  be  made  for  the 
ensuing  year  in  the  Street  and  Bridge  Department,  as  I  find 
it  impossible  to  make  all  the  necessary  improvements  whicii 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  keep  pace  with  the  large  growth 
of  this  city  and  keep  within  the  last  budget  allowance. 

It  must  be  considered  that  it  requires  considerable  more 
work  and  material  to  keep  the  streets  and  bridges  in  repair 
than  it  did  in  the  past. 
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I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  your  Honor  for  the 
assistance  you  have  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 
As  chairman  of  the  Street  and  Bridge  Department  I  have 
endeavored  to  carry  out  my  duty,  and  give  all  the  relief  I 
possibly  could  to  the  great  many  citizens  who  appHed  to  me 
for  relief  as  to  drainage,  foot  crossings,  bridges,  etc. 
Very  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Kennedy, 
Chairman  Street  and  Bridge  Department. 
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REPORT  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  12,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston, 

Dear  Sir: — On  the  1st  day  of  May,  1911,  shortly  after 
my  election  to  the  office  of  City  Commissioner,  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Houston  passed  the  following  ordinance : 

''There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Taxation,  which  commit- 
tee shall  have  jurisdiction  over,  and  to  which  shall  be  refer- 
red all  matters  pertaining  or  appertaining  to  taxes,  the  levy, 
assessment  and  the  collection  of  same  within  the  city  of 
Houston,  Texas." 

I  was  appointed  Chairman  of  that  Committee  by  action 
of  the  Council  at  its  regular  meeting  held  May  1,  1911,  and 
entered  upon  my  duties  as  Chairman  of  the  Taxation  Com- 
mittee immediately,  and  from  that  day  to  this  have  given 
this  office  almost  my  undivided  attention.  The  claims  upon 
my  time  to  properly  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
such  that  it  was  practically  impossible  for  me  to  give  much 
attention  to  any  other  department  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

As  a  Commissioner  I  have  acted  upon  the  theory  that  it 
is  better  to  do  one  thing  well  than  to  attempt  several  and 
do  them  all  indifferently,  and  while  as  a  City  Commissioner, 
I  was  expected  to  give  more  time  to  the  other  activities  of 
our  City  Government,  in  view  of  the  results  obtained  by  my 
policy,  I  hope  you  will  be  satisfied  with  my  course.  I  am 
willing  to  accept  the  censure  of  those  who  think  differently, 
in  the  hope  that  time  will  justify  my  action. 

In  the  beginning  of  1911  we  were  confronted  with  the 
necessity  of  raising  the  assessments  over  $12,000,000.00  to 
produce  the  additional  revenue  needed  for  that  year.  There 
were  no  new  sources  of  taxation  in  view  and  the  problem 
of  raising  the  assessments  without  unduly  burdening  some 
and  without  injuriously  affecting  the  business  and  industrial 
interests  of  our  city,  was  indeed  a  delicate  one. 
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As  Tax  Commissioner  I  discussed,  frankly  and  fully,  these 
problems  with  property  owners,  which  resulted  in  securing 
their  co-operation  and  a  fairly  accurate  statement  of  the 
value  of  their  real  estate,  thereby  enabling  the  Tax  Com- 
mittee to  secure  the  needed  revenue  with  little  or  no  objec- 
tion from  the  taxpayers. 

While  the  work  for  1911  was  fairly  well  done,  the  experi- 
ence gained  then  convinced  me  of  the  necessity  of  a  scientific 
plan  of  assessment. 

Your  Committee  on  Taxation  greatly  desired  to  get  the 
correct  values  upon  real  estate.  We  had  been  successful  in 
1911  in  doing  this  upon  that  section  of  the  city  known  as  the 
"BUSINESS  DISTRICT,"  so  we  felt  that  we  could  rely  upon 
the  aid  of  all  property  owners  to  enable  us  to  get  a  fair  as- 
sessment for  1912.  The  Somers  System  largely  solved  the 
problem  with  its  system  of  equalizing  the  values  by  a  mathe- 
matical rule  of  calculation.  With  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Commissioners  we  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  Manufacturers'  Appraisal  Company  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  install  the  Somers  System  of  Equalization 
of  Realty  Values.  For  the  past  four  months  we  have  been 
working  with  this  system  as  a  guide. 

The  property  owners  of  Houston,  together  with  two  spe- 
cial committees,  one  appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  other  by  the  Houston  Real  Estate  Exchange,  have 
furnished  the  value  of  one  foot  100  feet  deep  in  the  middle 
lot  of  the  four  sides  of  each  block  in  the  city;  the  Somers 
System  has  equalized  the  value  of  every  other  lot  in  the 
block,  so  that  I  think  your  Tax  Committee  has  carried  out 
its  purpose  to  raise  the  assessments  without  unduly  burden- 
ing individuals,  real  wealth,  or  industry,  and  without  doing 
injustice  to  anyone. 

The  application  of  the  Somers  System  has  revealed  the 
fact  that  portions  of  many  streets  of  Houston,  some  of  them 
of  exceeding  great  value,  are  being  used  by  individual  citi- 
zens and  corporations  without  bringing  the  city  any  rental 
or  compensation  whatever,  and  I  recommend,  therefore,  that 
I  be  given  authority  to  immediately  institute  suits  to  recover 
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this  valuable  property  for  the  city  and  to  have  removed  such 
buildings  or  other  obstructions  as  now  occupy  them. 

I  also  discovered  that  the  area  of  many  pieces  of  land 
was  not  accurately  stated  upon  our  Block  Books.  There  was 
not  sufficient  time  to  enable  me  to  have  these  lands  surveyed 
for  the  1912  assessment,  and  I  ask  to  be  given  authority  to 
have  these  lands  surveyed  and  that  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment be  instructed  to  place  at  my  disposal  such  help  as  is 
necessary  to  do  this  work  without  interruption  and  with  the 
least  delay  possible. 

The  tax  rate  for  1910  was  $1.70  on  the  $100.00  of  valua- 
tion. If  we  maintain  the  values  which  we  have  placed  on 
the  land  the  tax  rate  for  1912  will  be  $1.30  on  the  $100.00  of 
valuation. 

To  the  average  mind  this  might  indicate  a  reduction  in 
taxes,  but  Houston  is  a  growing  city,  growing  at  a  rate 
which  few  people  realize.  The  ever-increasing  need  for 
street  paving,  drainage,  sewers,  extension  of  water  mains, 
schools  and  playgrounds,  for  police  and  fire  protection  and  a 
hundred  and  one  improvements  not  enumerated,  calls  for 
an  ever-increasing  revenue. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to  get  every  dollar  which  is  legit- 
imately due  it  and  to  expend  every  dollar  it  gets  in  public 
betterments,  and  to  see  that  they  get  value  received  for  every 
dollar  expended. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  we  do  not  claim  that 
our  values  are  absolutely  correct,  but  we  do  claim  that  they 
have  been  equalized  as  nearly  as  is  possible,  and  that  if  our 
valuations  of  any  particular  piece  of  property  in  a  block  are 
considered  too  high,  at  least  everybody  else  in  that  block 
and  in  the  block  across  the  street  will  be  equally  high ;  if  we 
are  low,  everybody  in  that  block  and  the  block  across  the 
street  will  be  equally  low,  and  there  will  be  no  discrimina- 
tion. We  have  learned  that  it  is  not  so  much  a  question 
in  the  mind  of  a  taxpayer  whether  our  values  are  too  high 
or  too  low,  so  long  as  we  assess  everybody  the  same,  and 
only  make  the  rate  high  enough  to  give  the  administration 
sufficient  money  to  economically  administer  its  affairs. 

J.  J.  Pastoriza, 
Tax  Commissioner  City  of  Houston. 
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REPORT  OF  CITY  CONTROLLER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  10,  1912. 

To  the  Hon,  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Houston, 

Gentlemen: — I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  re- 
port for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  29,  1912,  which 
embraces  the  following  exhibits  and  schedules  of  detail, 
to-wit : 

Exhibit  ''A" — General  Balance  Sheet  : 

Schedule  No.  1,  Bond  Fund  Balance  Sheet. 
Schedule  No.  2,  Property  and  Improvements. 
Schedule  No.  3,  Outstanding  Bills  for  Collection. 
Schedule  No.  4.,  Special  Deposits  Re-payable. 
Schedule  No.  5,  Bonded  Debt. 
Schedule  No.  6,  Sinking  Fund. 

Exhibit  '*B" — Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expense: 
Schedules  Nos.  1  and  2,  Revenue  Classified  and  Com- 
pared. 
Schedules  Nos.  3  and  4,  Expenses  Classified  and  Com- 
pared. 
Schedule  No.  5,  Disbursements    from    General    Fund 
for  Permanent  Improvements. 

Exhibit  "C" — Itemized  Statement  of  Street  Paving 
FROM  General  Revenue. 

Exhibit  "D" — Itemized  Statement  of  Drain  Sewers 
From  General  Revenue. 
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Exhibit  "E" — Statement   of   Bond   Fund   Disburse- 
ments. 

Exhibit  *T" — Statement  of  Departmental  Expenses, 
AND  Appropriations  Made  Therefor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dan  C.  Smith,  Jr., 

City  Controller. 
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General  Balance  Sheet,  February  29,  1912. 

ASSETS. 

Cash: 

General  Fund — 

In  hands  of  Treasurer $      27,216.71 

In  other  hands  (Schedule  No.  1) 5,231.12 

Total  General  Fund $       32,447.83 

Water  Dept.  Fund  in  hands  of  Treasr. .  $        12,366.19 

Viaduct  Bond  Fund  (Sched.  No.  1)....  296,505.50 

School  Bldg.  Bond  Fund  (Sched.  No.  1)  428,802.50 
Sanitary   Sewer  Bond   Fund    (Schedule 

No.  1)    33,760.92 

Sinking  Fund   (Schedule  No.  6) 74,525.41 

Special  Deposits   3,776.70 

Total  Cash $      882,185.05 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Taxes,  in  hands  of  Assessor  and  Col- 
lector     $    366,694.64 

Other  items,  in  hands  of  Assessor  and 

Collector    179.75 

Bills  for  collection,  general 5,744.95 

Bills,    Scavenger   Department 2,118.20 

Bills,   Water   Department 36,586.22 

Due  City  of  Houston  by  State  of  Texas, 
account  School  Appropriation  Certifi- 
cate      2,631.78 

Total  Accounts  Receivable $      413,955.54 

Property  and  improvements    (Schedule 

No.  2)    $8,667,230.75 

Property  and  improvements.  Contin- 
gent      50.00 

Sinking  Fund    (Harris  County  Bonds) 

(Schedule  No.   6) 116,000.00 

Total $  8,783,280.75 

Geand  Total  Assets $10,079,421.34 


Evilibit   "A."  (Continued)—!. 
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General  Balance  Sheet,  February  29,  1912. 

LIABILITIES. 

Miscellaneous  : 

Warrants   outstanding    $  26,134.30 

Audited   vouchers    53,856.94 

Anticipation  warrants   (not  due) 125,000.00 

Bills  payable   (not  due) 13,500.00 

Interest  accrued  on  Bond  debt  (not  due)      62,024,05 

Board  of  Liquidation 47,026.73 

Special   deposits  repayable 5,230.50 

Unclaimed  wages   1,003.05 

Total $      333,775.57 

Bonded  Debt  (Schedule  No.  5) $  5,895,000.00 

Water  Works  Mortgage $      467,000.00 

Refund  Paving  Certificates $      211,518.96 

Total  Liabilities   $  6,907,294.53 

Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities....  $  3,172,126.81 

Grand  Total  $10,079,421.34 


Exhibit   "A."  (concluded)— 2. 
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Bond  Fund  Balance  Sheet. 

Assets        Liabilities 
Main  Steeet  Viaduct  Bond  Fund: 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer $397,482.26 

Bills  payable  $100,000.00 

Audited  vouchers 892.40 

Warrants  outstanding 84.36 

Surplus  to  Genl.  Balance  Sheet  (Exhibit  A)  296,505.50 

Total $397,482.26     $397,482.26 

School  Building  Bond  Fund: 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer $490,862.50 

JBills  payable  $  62,000.00 

Audited  vouchers 60.00 

Surplus  to  Genl.  Balance  Sheet  (Exhibit  A)  428,802.50 

Total $490,862.50     $490,862.50 

Sanitary  Bond  Fund: 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer $  33,760.92 

Surplus  to  Genl.  Balance  Sheet  (Exhibit  A)  $  33,760.92 

Total  $  33,760.92     $  33,760.92 

Cash,  General  Fund: 

In  hands  of  Departments — 

Assessor  and  Collector $     4,039.42 

Electrical  Department 17.50 

Water  Department 83.77 

Scavenger  Department $  1.25 

Police  Department 83.32 

Working  funds 1,175.00 

Net  to  General  Balance  Sheet  (Exhibit  A) . .  5,231.12 

Total $     5,315.69     $     5,315.69 


Exhibit  "A"— Schedule  No.  1. 
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Property  and  Improvements,  February  29,  1912  and  1911. 

Legal  Department:                                                          1912.  1911. 

Law  Library  $           974.10  %           974.10 

Assessor  and  Collector:  —   

Stewart  Block  Book  System .$      10,000.00  $      10,000.00 

City  Hall  and  Market  House $    642,022.20  $    642,022.20 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1,320,92  1.320.92 

Total .$    643,343.12  $    643,343.12 

Police  Department: 

City  Jail  $      52,163.10  $      52,163.10 

Automobile    2,167.60  2,167.60 

Motorcycles 1,037.43  1,037.43 

Bertillon  System 891.00  891.00 

Total $      56,259.13  $      56,259.13 

Fire  Department: 

Central  Station $    103,764.93  $    103,764.93 

Hose  Company  No.  1 7,648.50  7,648.50 

Fire  Station  No.  2 24,152.64  24,063.42 

Fire  Station  No.  3 10,182.81  10,182.81 

Fire  Station  No.  5 13,528.50  13,528.50 

Fire  Station  No.  6 11,031.13  11,031.13 

Fire  Station  No.  7 14,281.44  14,281.44 

Fire  Station  No.  8 14,425.00  14,425.00 

Fire  Station  No.  9  (old) 10,768.50  10,768.50 

Fire  Station  No.  9   (new) 21,249.77  21,249.77 

Fire  Station  No.  10 15,124.00  15,124.00 

Automobile 1,480.27  1,480.27 

Fire  Marshal  equipment 350.00  350.00 

Total $    247,987.49  $    247,898.27 

Electrical  Department:  — 

Fire  and  Police  Alarm  System $      74,702.30  $      63,792.04 

Automobile 1,395.00  1,395.00 

Total $      76,097.30  $      65,187.04 

Health  Department:  — 

Smallpox  camp $           624.50  $           624.50 

Crematory 6,050.00  6,050.00 

Total .$        6,674.50  $        6,674.50 

Scavenger  Department $        3,602.32  $        3,400.00 

Street  and  Bridge  Department ."$      74,585.98  $      70,295.12 

City  stables  2,686.43  2,686.43 

Opening  streets 33,570.09  32,570.09 

Bridges 63,456.48  63,456.48 

Viaduct,  Main  street 215,896.59  1,867.15 

Total .$    390,195.57  $    170,875.27 

Garbage  Department $        4,576.32  $        4,138.76 

Sewer  Department:  ' — 

Sanitary  System,  pumping  station $      71,468.01  $      70,935.21 

Sanitary  System,  filter  beds 137,279.26  137,279.26 

Sanitary  System,  intercepting 145,952.40  137,053.98 

Sewers,  subsequent  to  Jan.  1,  1899 353,414.37  353,414.37 

Drainage  sewers 283,799.00  236,963.62 

Total  .$    991,913.04  $    935,646.44 

Asphalt  Plant  .$        3,000.00  $        3,000.00 

Forward $2,434,622.89  $2,147,396.63 

Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  2.      (continued  — i. 
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Property  and  Improvements,  February  29,  1912  and 
1911 — Continued. 

1912.  1911. 

Amount  Brought  Forward $2,434,622.89  $2,147,396.63 

Schools  :  — 

High   $    226,638.58  $    226,638.58 

Rusk   (old  site) 17,217.50  17,217.50 

Rusk   (new  site) 76,060.00 

Longfellow 18,091.40  18,091.40 

Fannin           106,498.50  99,604.95 

Taylor   22,587.50  22,587.50 

Dow       23,544.60  23,544.60 

Hawthorne 29,700.00  29,700.00 

Cascara  40,219.70  40,219.70 

Jones 44,550.05  36,850.00 

Allen  (site  donated) 46,528.77  46,528.77 

Austin   26,898.75  26,898.75 

Third  Ward  (new  site) 500.00 

Lubbock 48,147.18  48,147.18 

First  Ward  (new  site) 9,250.00 

Reagan  44,513.74  44,513.74 

Beauchamp  Springs 470.00  470.00 

Washington  Street  (site) 5,000.00  5,000.00 

Woodland  Heights 39,604.83  39,604.83 

Lamar 55,269.68  55,269.68 

High  School  ( colored) 32,450.00  32,450.00 

Bingham  Street   "          '       4,893.50  4,893.50 

First  Ward            "          3,800.00  3,800.00 

Douglass                "         14,184.00  14,184.00 

Fifth  Ward            "          7,430.70  7,430.70 

Chaneyville           " 2,498.00  2,498.00 

Langston                "         10,580.00  10,580.00 

Fourth  Ward        "         12,338.00  12,338.00 

Palmer  Street      "         8,840.86  8,840.86 

Additions,  1905     "          9,700.95  9,700.95 

Barr  addition       "         5,700.00  5,700.00 

Total .$    993,706.79  $    893,303.24 

Water  Plant $1,377,825.16  $1,299,999.85 

SamHouston $      37,975.43  $      37,825.43 

Cleveland    50,500.00  50,500.00 

Elizabeth  Baldwin 43,301.31  193.75 

San  Jacinto  21,186.00     

Total .$    152,962.74  $      88,519.18 

Carnegie  Library   .$        8,619.62  $        8,619.62 

Auditorium .$    402,722.27  $    344,657.37 

Houston  Ship  Channel .$    112,861.86  $    108,358.21 

Wharves  and  Slips .$    189,309.75  $    189,309.75 

Street  Paving,  subsequent  to  Jan.  1,  1899 .  .  .$1,334,753.51  $1,259,020.04 

Undistributed,  prior  to  Jan.  1,  1899 .$1,659,846.16  $1,659,846.16 

Total  Property  and  Improvements.  . .  .$8,667,230.75  $7,999,025.05 

Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  2.    (conciudcd)-2. 
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Outstanding  Bills  for  Collection  February  29,   1912, 
Aggregate. 

No.       •  Amount. 

352  Robischung  Bros $  17.50 

368  Thiel,  J.  W 5.00 

370  Harris  County 465.99 

404  Lamb,  E.  C 3.50 

423  Potthoff  &  GriefCen 105.00 

454  Scanlan,  Miss  Kate 7.50 

497  Thompson,  T.  H 52.20 

498  Rogers,  Richard  102.00 

506  Reiler,  Mrs.  Julia 30.60 

553  Flewellen,  Mrs.  E 68.15 

554  Ashe,  S.  S 70.50 

619  Griffin,  P.   S 109.20 

651  Lucas  &  Smith 22.50 

661  Collins  Bros 18.00 

692  Home  Telephone  Co 6.25 

705  Flewellen,  Mrs.  E 3.65 

706  Dudley  Bros 2.10 

708  Pox,  H.  S 1.25 

709  Taylor-Roberts  Co 13.60 

762  Collins  Bros 45.00 

773  G.  H.  &  S.  A.  Ry.  Co 265.20 

863  Artusy,  L.  C 21.00 

903  Thiel,  J.  W 10.50 

904  Westheimer,  Sid  29.75 

968  T.  &  B.  V.  R.  R.  Co 110.00 

987  H.  &  T.  C.  R.  R.  Co 55.00 

997  Houston  Electric  Co 2.45 

1018  Home  Telephone  Co 99.50 

1024  Ebersole,  F.  E 5.62 

1028  Home  Telephone  Co 868.18 

1035  Stevens,  H.  L.  &  Co 14.00 

1040  Home  Telephone  Co. . ; 420.44 

1044  McGregor  &  Sharp 658.83 

1054  Home  Telephone  Co 74.75 

1055  Home  Telephone  Co 30.75 

1057  Home  Telephone  Co 223.20 

1064  Harris  County  92.50 

1067  Home  Telephone  Co 189.00 

1074  Home  Telephone  Co 11.00 

1079  Miller,  D.  H 5.49 

Forward $4,336.65 

Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  3.     (continued)— i. 
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Outstanding  Bills  for  Collection  February  29,  1912,  Aggre- 
gate— Continued. 

No.  Amount 

Forward $4,336.65 

1080  Home  Telephone  Co 26.40 

1082  Houston  Electric  Co 175.10 

1085  Keithly  Co 13.09 

1087  Southwestern  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co 93.90 

1094  Home  Telephone  Co 18.00 

1101  Home  Telephone  Co 144.95 

1112  Home  Telephone  Co 19.75 

1122  Collins  Bros 7.00 

1127  Houston  Electric  Co 201.21 

1128  Home  Telephone  Co 21.25 

1135  Houston  Lighting  &  Power  Co 48.50 

1136  Home  Telephone  Co 125.27 

1138  Houston  Electric  Co 111.05 

1139  Keithly  Co 9.70 

1142  Keithly  Co , 3.90 

1143  Home  Telephone  Co 188.77 

1144  Houston  Lighting  &  Power  Co 64.77 

1145  Houston  Electric  Co 6.28 

1147  Houston  Electric  Co 9.23 

1148  Houston  Electric  Co 7.05 

1149  Houston  Electric  Co 2.05 

1150  Houston  Electric  Co 2.45 

1151  Houston  Electric  Co .75 

1152  Home  Telephone  Co 28.00 

1153  Houston  Lighting  &  Power  Co 1.00 

1154  Houston  Lighting  &  Power  Co 23.50 

1155  Houston  Electric  Co 10.00 

1156  Houston  Electric  Co 17.05 

1157  Houston  Electric  Co 28.33 


Total $5,744.95 


Exhibit  "A"— Schedule  No.  3. 
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Special  Deposits  Payable  at  February  29,  1812,  Aggregate. 

Folio  Amount 

Collins  Brothers 1  $      90.00 

J.  W.  Thiel 6  100.00 

Barber  Plumbing  Co 8  210.50 

Robischung  Bros 13  22o.OO 

McNeely  &  Heitmann 18  135.00 

Putnam,  F.  L 20  75.00 

Van  Liew,  F.  C 22  50.00 

Modern  Plumbing  Co 24  20.00 

Gersteman,  Otto  25  45.00 

Bammel,  C.  G 26  10.00 

Bridges,  J.  L 26  25.00 

Sullivan,  J.  R 27  30.00 

Frank  &  Son 30  35.00 

Keithly  Co 32  225.00 

Sam,  J.  H 34  10.00 

Kittrell,  N.  G.,  Jr 34  20.00 

Elmen,  C.  A 34  10.00 

Stevens,  H.  L 34  25.00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 35  225.00 

Southwestern  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co 35  2,500.00 

Houston  Gas  Co 35  500.00 

Ross,  J.  0 36  20.00 

Houston  Sawmill  Co .- 36  20.00 

Stech,  F 36  10.00 

Miller,  Theo.  C 36  10.00 

Hipp,  W.  S 36  15.00 

Jewett,  T.  E 36  15.00 

Cramer,  C 37  10.00 

First  and  Commercial  National  Banks 37  25.00 

Central  Laundry  37  10.00 

Houston  Ice  Cream  Co 37  20.00 

G.  H.  &  H.  Transportation  Co 37  10.00 

People's  Ice  Co 37  10.00 

Curtis,  G.  C 38  10.00 

Benson,  E.  L 39  20.00 

Settegast,  J.  J 41  30.00 

Altus,  J.  N 41  10.00 

Bell,  J.  E 43  20.00 

Eller  Wagon  Works 44  10.00 

Burton,  A.  C 45  10.00 

Forward $4,850.50 

Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  4.      ( continued)-i. 
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Special   Deposits  Payable  at  February  29,    1912,  Aggre- 
gate— Continued. 

Folio  Amount 

Forward $4,850.50 

Goss,  R 45  10.00 

Hardin  &  Guchen 46  100.00 

Ross,  Champ  47  10.00 

Stadtler,  John 48  10.00 

Olschewski,  W.  H 48  10.00 

Carroll,  W.  C 49  10.00 

Paine,  0.  N 49    '  10.00 

Jarenbech,  Joe 49  10.00 

Witt,  Mrs.  Jno 49  10.00 

Samuel,  J.  D 49  10.00 

Settegast,  C.  S 50  10.00 

George,  Fred  50  20.00 

Richmond,  S.J 50  10.00 

King,  P 50  10.00 

Mathis,  J.  M 50  10.00 

Bash,  Nick 51  25.00 

Antill,  Jas 51  25.00 

Goughs,  F.  E 51  10.00 

Bailo,  F 51  10.00 

Dash,  Mrs.  J.  C 51  10.00 

Surles,  Mrs.  J.  W 51  10.00 

Washam,  W.  B 51  10.00 

Borscham,  A 52  10.00 

Borst,  P 52  10.00 

Platte,  A.  M 52  10.00 

Total   $5,230.50 


Exhibit  "A"— Schedule  No.  4. 
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Bonded  Debt,  February  29,  1912. 

Date  Issued                                                                            Rate  Amount 

July       1,1888     30-year  Compromise  Bonds 6%     $    500,000.00 

July       1,1888     30-year  Compromise  Bonds 5%  503,000.00 

May       1, 1894     30-year  Public  School  Building  Bonds,  6%  100,000.00 

May       1, 1896     40-year  Bridge  Building  Bonds 5%  39,000.00 

Jan.       1, 1897     40-year  Market  House  Funding  Bonds  5%  109,000.00 

July      1, 1897     40-year  Paving  and  Sewer  Bonds 5%  250,000.00 

Dec.       1, 1897     40-year  School  Building  Bonds 5%  50,000.00 

Jan.       1, 1898     25-year    School    Building    Refunding 

Bonds 5%  60,000.00 

July      1, 1898     40-year  Paving,  Sewer  and  Permanent 

Improvement  Bonds 5%  100,000.00 

Jan.       2,1899     40-year  Paving  and  Sewer  Bonds 5%  100,000.00 

Nov.    15, 1890     40-year   Sewerage   and   Sanitary   Sys- 
tem Bonds 5%  300,000.00 

Aug.      1,1901     40-year  Paving  Bonds 5%  240,000.00 

Aug.      1,1901     40-year  Sewer  Bonds 5%  60,000.00 

Aug.      1, 1901     40-year  School  Building  Bonds 5%  50,000.00 

Aug.    15, 1903     40-year  Market,   Engine  and   School- 
house  Bonds 5%  100,000.00 

Oct.       1, 1903     40-year  Paving  Bonds 5%  300,000.00 

Oct.       1,1904     40-year  Improvement  Bonds 5%  100,000.00 

July    16, 1906     40-year  Water  Works  Bonds 5%  434,000.00 

Aug.      5,1908     30-year  Permanent  Paving  Bonds 5%  100,000.00 

Oct.      26, 1908     30-year  Water  Mains  Extension  Bonds  4*%  100,000.00 
Oct.      26, 1908     30-year  Wharf  and  Slip  Construction 

Bonds 4i%  150,000.00 

Oct.      26, 1908     30-year  Sewer,  Drainage  Construction 

Bonds 4i%  225,000.00 

Oct.      26, 1908     30-year  Sanitary  Sewer  Construction 

Bonds 41%  225,000.00 

Sept.      7,1909     30-year  Permanent  Paving  Bonds 4J%  100,000.00 

Sept.    27, 1910     30-year  Permanent  Paving  Bonds 4^%  100,000.00 

Jan.     30, 1911     30-year  Viaduct  Bonds 4i%  500,000.00 

June    26, 1911     30-year  Public  School  Building  Bonds,  4J%  500,000.00 

Oct.      16,1911     30-year  Refunding  Bonds 5%  500,000.00 

Total $5,895,000.00 


Exhibit  "A"— Schedule  No.  5. 
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Sinking  Fund. 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  Feb.  28,  1911 $  4,220.00 

Received  from  General  Revenues 94,305.41 

Total  Cash  Available $  98,525.41 

disbursements. 
Bond  issue  of  1882,  paid 24,000.00 

Balance  Cash  in  Sinking  Fund  Exhibit  A $  74,525.41 

Securities  Harris  County  Bonds,  Exhibit  A 116,000.00 

Total  Sinking  Fund  Feb.  29,  1912 $190,525.41 


Exhibit  "A"— Schedule  No.  6. 
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Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expense  for  the  Years  Ended  Febru- 
ary 29,  1912  and  1911. 

Revenue—                                                                                    1912.  1911. 

Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  1— Ordinary $1,910,019.70  $1,582,451.76 

Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  2— Extraordinary 14,862.32 

Total  Revenue   $1,910,019.70  $1,597,314.08 


Expense — 

Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  3— Ordinary $1,487,800.49  $1,286,129.59 

Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  4— Extraordinary 21,109.98  32,169.31 

Total  Expense   $1,508,910.47  $1,318,298.90 


Excess  of  Revenue  over  Expense $    401,109.23         $    279,015.18 


Disbursements  for  Permanent  Improvements  from 
General  Revenues — 
Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  5 $    327,028.41         $    518,041.41 


Revenue  in  Excess  of  Total  Disbursements  ..  $      74,080.82       *$    239,026.23 


I 


Note — In  addition  to  the  above  expenditures  there  was  placed  in  the  Sinking 
Fund  from  General  Revenues,  during  the  Fiscal  Year,  $94,305.41,  which  amount 
does  not  show  as  a  disbursement.    See  Exhibit  A,  Schedule  No.  6. 


♦Deficit.  Exhibit  "B." 
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Revenue,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911. 

General  Government:  Increase 

Law  Department —                                              1912,                  1911.  or  Decrease 

City   Attorney's    Office $        5,140.88     $        2,747.37  $     2,393.51 

Finance  Department — • 

Assessor  and  Collector: 

Interest       $        7,736.19     $        6,614.33  $     1,121.86 

Advertising  and  Costs 2,887.34             2,881.52  5.82 

Total  Finance  Department $      10,623.53     %        9,495.85  $     1,127.68 

Total  General  Government $      15,764.41     $      12,243.22  $     3,521.19 

Public  Safety: 
Police  Department — 

Special  Details  and  Appointments.  .$        1,973.15     $        2,499.80  *$        526.65 

Pound  Fees 2,763.60              3,686.95  *          923.35 

Dog  Licenses  512.00                 913.00  *          401.00 

Other 124.50  *          124.50 

Total $        5,248.75     $        7,224.25  *$     1,975.50 

Corporation  Court — 

Fines  and  Costs $      23,351.95     $      18,024.66  $     5,327.29 

Other 83.40            83.40 

Total $      23,435.35     %      18,024.66  $     5,410.69 

Fire  Department — • 

Miscellaneous  $           542.00     $           353.70  $        188.20 

Health  Department — ' 

Miscellaneous  $           194.75     $             75.00  $        119.75 

Scavenger  Department   $      18,153.25     $      18,063.75  $          89.50 

Electrical  Department $        5,471.21     $        3,688.80  $     1,785.41 

Total  Public  Safety $      53,048.31     $      47,430.16  $     5,618.15 

Public  Works: 
City  Engineer — 

Survey  Fees  $        1,109.50     $           962.50  $        147.00 

Building  Permits   2,979.00              3,212.30  *          233.30 

Plumbing  and  Sewer  Inspection  Fees         2,796.55             1,695.85  1,100.70 

Other 982.70                 900.50  82.20 

Total $        7,867.75     $        6,771.15  $     1,096.60 

mreet  and  Bridge  Department ...$       2,215.31     $          566.99  $     1,648.32 

Garbage  Department $            30.00            $         30.00 

'  Sewer  System  $          150.00            150.00 

Total  Public  Works $      10,263.06     $       7,338.14  $     2,924.92 

Revenue   {Forward)    $      79,075.78     $      67,011.52  $12,064.26 

*  Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  1.  (continued)-i. 
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Revenue,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911 — Continued. 

Increase 
1912.                  1911.          or  Decrease 
Revenue   (Forward)    $      79,075.78     $      67,011.52       $  12,064.26 

Public  Industries: 
Markets    

$ 

20,215.00 

$ 

19,631.20 

$        583.80 

Auditorium 

Water  Department — 

Water  Rates 

Meter  Rents  

Sundries   

Services   

$ 

1,742.75 

$ 

50.00 

$     1,692.75 

$ 

182,991.70 

31,911.65 

9,877.54 

9,714.25 

$ 

199,888.72 

10,307.00 

7,123.13 

6,920.25 

*$  16,897.02 

21,604.65 

2,754.41 

2,794.00 

Total  

$ 

234,495.14 

$ 

224,239.10 

$  10,256.04 

Wharves  and  Slips 

$ 

150.00 

$        150.00 

Asphalt  Plant 

$ 

6,219.22 

$     6,219.22 

Dredge  "Tom  BalV 

$ 

1,626.00 



$     1,626.00 

Total  Public  Industries 

-l^ 

ND  Art  : 
$ 

264,448.11 

132,076.69 

850.00 
454.00 

$_ 
$ 

243,920.30 

$  20,527.81 

Public  Education,  Recreation  a 

Schools    

Sam  Houston  Park 

121,717.33 
337.50 
394.90 

$  10,359.36 
512.50 

Cleveland  Park  

59.10 

Total  Public  Education,  Recreation 
AND  Art $ 

133,380.69 

122,449.73 

$  10,930.96 

Taxation  : 

Ad  Valorem  Tax 

Occupation  Taxes — 

Liquor   

Beer  

Other  

$1,314,041.08 

$      26,624.95 

7,189.85 

6,536.65 

$1,083,693.78 

$230,347.30 

$ 

21,046.75 
5,992.15 
4,645.52 

$     5,578.20 
1,197.70 
1,891.13 

Total   

$ 

40,351.45 

$ 

31,684.42 

$     8,667.03 

Poll  Tax  

$ 

$ 

9,205.00 

20,854.67 

$ 

10,597.00 

*$     1,392.00 

Franchise  Tax 

$ 

14,439.65 

$     6,415.02 

Total  Taxation    

$1,384,452.20 

$        1,500.00 

$1,140,414.85 
$             51.00 

$244,037.35 

Premium  on  Bonds 

$     1,449.00 

Miscellaneous    

$ 

47,162.92 

$ 

8,604.36 

$  38,558.56 

Total  Ordinary  Revenues $1,910,019.70 

$J 

foT 

$ 

.,582,451.76 

$327,567.94 

Exhibit 

Revenue — Extraordinary  

"B"— Schedule  ^ 

1.                 (Cc 

14,862.32 

)ncluded)— 2. 

*$  14,862.32 

*  Decrease.                Exhibit 

"B"— Schedule  No. 

2. 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911. 

ORDINARY  EXPENSE— 
Geneeal  Government: 

Executive—  Increase 

Mayor's  Office:                                              1912.  1911.  or  Decrease 

Salaries    $        4,000.00     $  4,000.00           

Other 1,261.90  845.66  416.24 

Total  Executive    $        5,261.90     $  4,845.66  $        416.24 

Legislative — 

City  Council: 

Salaries $        9,600.00     $  9,600.00           

City  Secretary: 

Salaries $        1,475.00     $  1,200.00  $        275.00 

Stationery  and  Printing 255.50  310.50  *           55.00 

Other 389.60  383.50  6.10 

Total $       2,120.10     $  1,894.00  $       226.10 

Total  Legislative  $      11,720.10     $  11,494.00  $       226.10 

Law  Department — < 
City  Attorney: 

Salaries $        9,110.45     $  10,074.95  *$        964.50 

Court  Costs 2,604.66  2,663.50  *            58.84 

Other 2,838.74  778.26  2,060.48 

Total  Lav^t  Department $      14,553.85     $  13,516.71  $     1,037.14 

Finance  Department — 
City  Controller's  Office: 

Salaries $        5,295.50     $  4,971.30  $        324.20 

Stationery  and  Printing 219.70  152.75  66.95 

Other 141.60  92.30  49.30 

Total $        5,656.80     $  5,216.35  $        440.45 

City  Treasurer's  Office: ■ 

Salaries $          600.00     $  600.00           

Stationery  and  Printing 23.00            23.00 

Total $          623.00     $  600.00  $         23.00 

City  Assessor  and  Collector; 

Salaries $      15,711.82     $  14,852.40  $        859.42 

Advertising 814.88  735.03  79.85 

Stationery  and  Printing 1,033.05  1,007.25  25.80 

Other 534.55  530.57  3.98 

Total $      18,094.30     $  17,125.25  $        969.05 

Total  Finance  Department $      24,374.10     %  22,941.60  $     1,432.50 

General  Government  (Forwttrc^) $      62,189.75     $  58,614.32  $     3,575.43 

*  Decrease.                Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  3.  (Continued)-i. 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911 — Continued. 

Increase 
Ordinary  Expense  (Continued).  1912.  1911.  or  Decrease 

General  Government  (jP'ori{;«r(Z) $      62,189.75     $      58,614.32       $     3,575.43 


Miscellaneous — • 
City  Hall: 

Repairs  and  Renewals $        2,508.01     $  386.23       $     2,121.78 

Salaries— Operation   3,119.25  2,515.25  604.00 

Other— Operation  2,125.78  2,022.05  103.73 


Total $        7,753.04     $        4,923.53 


Board  of  Appraisement: 

Salaries $      11,389.88 

Other 3,476.25 


Total $      14,866.13 


Elections: 

Salaries  of  Judges  and  Clerks.  .$  1,715.98  $          286.25 

Stationery  and  Printing 451.25  247.00 

Other  1,010.35  152.69 


Total $       3,177.58     $  685.94 


Damages  Not  Chargeable  to  Dep'ts: 

Injuries  to  Individuals $        1,561.50     $  550.00 

Damages  to  Property 595.65 


Total $       1,561.50     $       1,145.65 


Interest  on  Bonded  Debt $    245,457.93     $    222,052.50 


Miscellaneous: 

Salaries $        8,340.00     $        5,761.20 

Other 56,301.36  52,613.19 


Total $      64,641.36     $      58,374.39 


Electric  Lights    $      44,720.66     $      43,285.40 


Public  Utility  Commissioner $       2,937.50 


Total  Miscellaneous  %    385,115.70     $    330,467.41 


Total  General  Government $    441,025.65     $    383,265.38 


$ 

2,829.51 

$ 

11,389.88 
3,476.25 

$ 

14,866.13 

$ 

1,429.73 
204.25 
857.66 

$ 

2,491.64 

* 

1,011.50 
595.65 

% 

415.85 

$  23,405.43 

$ 

2,578.80 
3,688.17 

$ 

6,266.97 

$ 

1,435.26 

$ 

2,937.50 

$  54,648.29 

$ 

57,760.27 

Ordinary  Expense  (Forwarct) $    441,025.65     $    383,265.38      $57,760.27 


*  Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  3.  (continued)-2. 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911 — Continued. 

Increase 

1912.  1911.  or  Decrease 

Ordinary  Expense  (Fori(;ar(?) $  441,025.65  $    383,265.38  $57,760.27 

Public  Safety  : 

Police  Department — 

Salaries $  116,485.63  $    104,229.50  $  12,256.13 

Repairs  and  Renewals  of  Wagons 

and  Harness 154.30  31.25  123.05 

Live  Stock— Replacement  and  Keep  694.95  1,097.70  *          402.75 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Buildings  57.99  471.00  *          413.01 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Equipme't  2,487.87  6.45  2,481.42 

Light  and  Heat 437.93  561.06  *          123.13 

Subsistence  of  Prisoners 3,605.00  2,544.60  1,060.40 

Stationery  and   Printing 148.85  245.35  *            96.50 

Other 2,675.30  3,078.27  *          402.97 

Repairs  and  Renewals — Pound....  25.65  25.65 

Other  Expenses— Pound 750.61  505.65  244.96 

Total $  127,524.08  $    112,770.83  $14,753.25 

Corporation  Court — 

Salaries $  2,100.00  $        1,800.00  $        300.00 

Other 99.00  117.50  *            18.50 

Total $  2,199.00  $        1,917.50  $        281.50 

Fire  Department — 

Salaries $  97,537.65  $      92,700.90  $     4,836.75 

Repairs  and  Renewals  of  Buildings  276.25  2,690.51  *       2,414.26 
Repairs  and  Renewals — Furniture 

and  Bedding 173.50  39.55  133.95 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Equipme't  9,240.16  14,777.71  *       5,537.55 

Live  Stock— Replacement  and  Keep  8,335.44  7,057.03  1,278.41 

Fuel  for  Engines 1,597.43  1,411.75  185.68 

Lubricants  and  Other  Engine  Sup- 
plies     627.75  707.45  *            79.70 

Chemicals .  579.36  236.24  343.12 

Rent    6.60  6.60 

.      Light  and  Heat- 1,695.36  2,406.28  *          710.92 

Stationery  and  Printing 220.25  184.55  35.70 

Other 3,723.30  2,231.79  1,491.51 

Total $  124,013.05  $    124,443.76  *$        430.71 

Public  Safety  (Forw;ar(Z) $  253,736.13  $    239,132.09  $14,604.04 

Ordinary  Expense  (i^orward) $  441,025.65  $    383,265.38  $57,760.27 


Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  3.  (continued)-3. 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 

February  29,  1912  and  1911 — Continued. 

Increase 

1912.  1911.  or  Decrease 

Ordinary  Expense  (For t^arf?) $  441,025.65  $    383,265.38  $57,760.27 

Public  Safety  (i^orward) $  253,736.13  $    239,132.09  $14,604.04 

Health  Department — 

Salaries— Superintendence $  4,500.00  $        4,416.66  $          83.34 

Salaries— Inspectors    11,466.79  11,470.07  *              3.28 

Repairs  and  Renewals — Pesthouse        62.87  *            62.87 

Operation— Pesthouse  1,201.25  1,153.70  47.55 

Quarantine  Expense   364.25  6.00  358.25 

Laboratory    1,626.48  1,677.39  *            50.91 

Drugs,  Chemicals  and  Appliances.  1,243.73  2,014.57  *          770.64 

Stationery  and  Printing 464.65  558.75  *            94.10 

Other 7,353.20  3,940.83  3,412.37 

Total $  28,220.35  $      25,300.84  $     2,919.51 

Scavenger  Department — 

Salaries  and  Wages $  12,812.85  $      10,688.02  $     2,124.83 

Repairs  and  Renewals — Equipme't  1,056.26  531.94  524.32 

Live  Stock— Replacement  and  Keep  2,188.63  810.42  1,378.21 

Stationery  and  Printing 191.90  161.40  30.50 

Other 256.25  70.65  185.60 

Total $  16,505.89  $      12,262.43  $     4,243.46 

Electrical  Department — 

Salaries — Superintendence $  4,478.60  $        1,800.00  $     2,678.60 

Salaries — Inspectors    2,454.00  1,255.00  1,199.00 

Repairs  and  Renewals — Fire  Alarm 

Telegraph 1,741.38  3,549.79  *       1,808.41 

Other 1,785.68  2,798.17  *       1,012.49 

Total $  10,459.66  $        9,402.96  $     1,056.70 

Total  Public  Safety $  308,922.03  $    286,098.32  $22,823.71 

Public  Works: 
Engineer's  Department — 

Salaries $  18,220.82  $        9,729.90  $     8,490.92 

Repairs    and    Renewals  —  Instru- 
ments    309.50  *          309.50 

Stationery  and  Printing 552.93  299.91  253.02 

Other 832.16  381.77  450.39 

Total $  19,605.91  $      10,721.08  $     8,884.83 

Public  Works   (Forward) $  19,605.91  $      10,721.08  $     8,884.83 

Ordinary  Expense  (ForwartZ) $  749,947.68  $    669,363.70  $80,583.98 


*  Decrease.  Exhibit  "B"— Schedule  No.  3. 
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Expense,  Classilied  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911 — ^Continued. 

Increase 
1912.  1911.  or  Decrease 

Ordinary  Expense  (ForwarcZ) $    749,947.68     $    669,363.70       $80,583.98 

Public  Works   (i^orwarfZ) $  19,605.91  $      10,721.08  $     8,884.83 

Street  and  Bridge  Department — 

Salaries— Superintendence   $  5,276.50  $        4,565.00  $        711.50 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Buildings  169.91  35.80  134.11 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Equipme't  6,901.44  7,632.21  *          730.77 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Bridges..  27,464.71  23,143.36  4,321.35 

Live  Stock— Replacement  and  Keep  10,180.48  10,673.89  *          493.41 

Street  Cleaning 34,321.74  34,195.69  126.05 

Street  Repairing 53,828.44  31,353.40  22,475.04 

Other 2,687.24  1,932.17  755.07 

Total $    140,830.46     $    113,531.52       $27,298.94 

Garbage  Department — 

Salaries $      25,391.82     $      21,918.38       $     3,473.44 

Repairs  and  Renewals — Buildings  412.95  412.95 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Equipme't  483.33  17.00  466.33 

Other 52.96  27.90  25.06 


Total $  26,341.06  $      21,963.28  $     4,377.78 

Sewer  Department — 

Sanitary  Sewer  System— Pumping 

Station  Operation $  13,076.12  $      13,718.72  *$        642.60 

Sanitary  Sewer  System — Pumping 

Station  Repairs  and  Renewals.  .  4,238.84  2,730.86  1,507.98 
Sanitary    Sewer    System  —  Filter 

Beds    5,756.48  5,147.29  609.19 

Sanitary  Sewer  System— Other...  967.12  317.63  649.49 

Sewers— Repairs  and  Renewals...  4,691.44  3,548.51  1,142.93 

Sewer  Inspections 2,664.50  1,600.00  1,064.50 

Other 948.91  553.95  394.96 


Total $      32,343.41     $      27,616.96  $     4,726.45 

Asphalt — '  

Plant $        4,762.60  | 

Streets 14,924.80]$        9,741.42  $     9,945.98 

Total $      19,687.40     $        9,741.42  $     9,945.98 

Total  Public  Works $    238,808.24     $    183,574.26  $  55,233.98 


Public  Industries: 

Salaries $  4,423.65  $        4,373.35  $          50.30 

Repairs  and  Renewals  of  Buildings  512.36  986.06  *          473.70 

Other 4,285.45  3,181.06  1,104.39 

Total .1  9,221.46  $        8,540.47  $        680.99 

Public  Industries  (ForwarcZ) $  9,221.46  $       8,540.47  $       680.99 

Ordinary  Expense  (Forward) $  988,755.92  $    852.937.96  $135,817.96 

*  Decrease.                Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  3.  (continued)-5. 


Report  of  City  Controller.  67 


Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911 — Continued. 

Increase 

1912.                  1911.  or  Decrease 

Ordinary  Expense  (i^orwar(Z) $    988,755.92     $    852.937.96  $135,817.96 

Public  Industries  (i^ort(;ar(Z) $        9,221.46     $        8,540.47  $        680.99 

Water  Department —  ■ 

Salaries— Operation   $      12,769.50     $      14,034.50  *$     1,265.00 

Fuel    16,703.30            25,538.99  *       8,835.69 

Lubricating  Oil  and  Waste 1,471.44             1,273.20  198.24 

Machinery  Repairs 3,156.40             2,462.61  693.79 

Building  Repairs 2,034.98                370.89  1,664.09 

Salaries  16,736.00           11,335.00  5,401.00 

Stationery  and  Printing 2,513.75            2,513.75 

Salaries  and  Labor 3,517.75            3,517.75 

Repairs— Service  Connections 5,723.51              4,198.37  1,525.14 

Repairs— Mains  and  Hydrants 2,500.61             4,592.54  *       2,091.93 

Meters— Repairs  and  Maintenance         1,595.65              3,269.99  *       1,674.34 

Live  Stock— Replacement  and  Keep         1,431.31             1,166.74  264.57 

Interest  on  Bonded  Debt 54,220.00  54,220.00  

Other— Sundry  Expenses,  General          8,447.97              6,526.75  1,921.22 


Total $    132,822.17     $    128,989.58       $     3,832.59 


Auditormm  $        9,344.16     $  355.50       $     8,988.66 


Houston  Ship  Channel $      15,513.58  $  15,513.58 

Total  Public  Industries $    166,901.37     $    137,885.55       $  29,015.82 


Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 
Schools — 

Salaries $  250,605.15     $    228,933.14  $21,672.01 

Building  Repairs 9,327.40  9,022.91  304.49 

Repairs  and  Renewals — Furniture 

and  Fixtures 8,744.11  7,070.71  1,673.40 

Laboratories   853.95  1,067.53  *          213.58 

Other  School  Supplies 2,979.87  2,494.28  485.59 

School  Libraries 749.06  420.14  328.92 

Rent  of  Sites  and  Buildings 1,162.65  942.50  220.15 

Primary  and  Kindergarten 1,218.28  1,396.39  *          178.11 

Light  and  Heat 5,341.95  6,444.98  *       1,103.03 

Stationery  and  Printing 2,789.85  1,811.41  978.44 

Fire  Insurance   3,008.84  4,765.17  *       1,756.33 

Permanent  Improvements  4,109.09            4,109.09 

Manual  Training 5,321.01  4,517.42  803.59 

Domestic  Science 4,377.91  3,522.77  855.14 

Other 5,205.57  3,749.38  1,456.19 

Total $  305,794.69     $    276,158.73  $29,635.96 

Ordinary  Expense  (Forward) $1,461,451.98     $1,266,982.24  $194,469.75 


Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art 

(Forward)   $    305,794.69     $    276,158.73       $  29,635.96 


*  Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  3.  (coDtinued)-6. 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,   1912  and   1911 — Continued. 

Increase 

1912.                 1911.  or  Decrease 

Ordinary  Expense  (Forwurd) $1,461,451.98     $1,266,982.24  $194,469.75 

Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art 

(Forward)   $    305,794.69     $    276,158.73  $  29,635.96 

Sam  Houston  Park — 

Salaries $           960.00     $        1,009.08  *$          49.08 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Buildings                1.55                  52.85  *           51.30 

Repairs  and  Renewals— Equipme't                8.20                  43.71  *           35.51 

Music 6,790.00              4,090.00  2,700.00 

Maintenance  of  Grounds 3,515.31              2,788.27  727.04 

Other 483.79                 795.05  *          311.26 

Total $      11,758.85     $        8,778.96  $     2,979.89 

Elizabeth  Baldwin  Park $       1,387.55            $     1,387.55 

Cleveland  Park  $          906.11     $          886.39  $         39.72 

San  Jacinto  Park $        1,275.00            .... $     1,275.00 

Houston  Lyceum   and   Carnegie  Li- 
brary    $      11,021.00     $        9,500.00  $     1,521.00 

Total  Public  Education,  Recre- 
ation and  Art $    332,143.20     $    295,306.08  $36,837.12 

Total  Ordlnary  Expense $1,487,800.49     $1,286,129.59  $201,670.90 


Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  3.  (concluded)-?. 


Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1912  and  1911. 

Increase 
1912.  1911.         or  Decrease 

EXTRAORDINARY  EXPENSE: 

Refund  Paving  Certificates $      21,109.98     $      21,869.31     *$        759.33 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness,  Storrie 10,300.00     *     10,300.00 


Total  Extraordinary  Expense $     21,109.98    $     32,169.31     *$  11,059.33 


*  Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  4. 
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Permanent  Improvements  From  General  Revenue. 

Auditorium $  58,064.90 

Elizabeth  Baldwin  Park 48,107.56 

First  Ward  School  Site 9,250.00 

Fannin  School  Annex 6,893.55 

San  Jacinto  Park  Annex 21,186.00 

Houston  Ship  Channel 4,508.65 

Opening  Streets   1,000.00 

Engine  House  No.  2 89.22 

Street  Paving,  Exhibit  "C" 41,744.04 

Drainage  Sewers,  Exhibit  "D" 46,835.38 

Scavenger  Department  202.32 

Electrical  Department 10,910.26 

Street  and  Bridge  Department 4,290.86 

Garbage  Department  437.56 

Sewer  Department   532.80 

Sam  Houston  Park 150.00 

Water  Department 77,825.31 

Total  Pfrmanent  Improvements  from  General  Revenue $327,028.41 

Exhibit  "B"— Schedule  No.  5.  == 


Itemized  Statement  of  Disbursements  for  Street  Paving  Shown 
in  Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  "5." 

Street  Amount  Street  Amount 

Alabama $  2,753.90  Forward $21,279.77 

Anita    1,085.30      Harrington  2,166.85 

Austin    854.99      Hardy   96.00 

Ada 100.00      Hemphill 152.00 

Beil 414.65      Hamilton 850.45 

Bremond   500.85      Jackson 1,101.45 

Berry    353.20      James    274.30 

Bishop    752.02      Leeland 4,825.05 

Crawford 83.15      Liberty   550.55 

Chenevert  1,779.98      Lyons  886.40 

Drew   712.95      Mason   297.95 

Dart    285.35      Maury 381.20 

Dennis   2,657.70      MacGregor 567.90 

Elgin  88.10      McHhenny   121.35 

Edgewood 20.50      Houston  Ave 1,865.15 

Francis  1,191.00      Providence   482.00 

Fargo   2,674.45      Pierce   933.40 

Farwood 119.12      Pease    1,268.10 

Fletcher   658.40      Stuart   1,350.55 

German 1,703.31      Tenth  1,315.82 

Gray   414.55      Thomas 619.70 

Holly  1,334.55  Elizabeth  Baldwin  Park .....  126.90 

Hadley  740.75      Settegast  Park 70.95 

West  Main 161.25 


Forward $21,279.77 


Total  $41,744.04 

Exhibit  "C."  """""^ 
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Itemized  Statement  of  Disbursements  for  Drainage  Sewers  Shown 
in  Exhibit  "B,"  Schedule  No.  "5." 


Street                                         Amount  Street                                         Amount 

Austin    $25,893.86  Forwaed $43,227.92 

McGowan   8,593.03      Texas 1,753.56 

Sawyer   6,105.23      MacGregor 520.20 

LaBranch 1,387.20      Lubbock   210.00 

Webster   555.00      Smith  930.45 

Alabama 693.60      Brazos    168.25 

South  End  Sewer  Lift 25.00 

Forward $43,227.92  ■ 

Total  $36,835.38 


I 


I 


Exhibit  "D. 
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Statement  of  Bond  Fund   Disbursements,  Year  Ended  February 

29,  1912. 

Sanitaky  SE^VER  Bond  Fund: 
Cash  on  hand  February  28,  1911 $  42,961.75 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Fifth  Ward $  5,406.50 

Fourth  Ward 40.95 

Reagan  School  1,050.97 

South  Side  Pumping  Station 2,400.00 

Total  Sanitary  Sewers $     8,898.42 

Unpaid  Vouchers,  February  28,  1911— paid 302.41 

Total  Disbursements  9,200.83 

Balance  on  Hand  February  29,  1912  (Exhibit  A)  $  33,760.92 

Paving  Bond  Fund:  

Cash  on  hand  February  28,  1911 $  34,204.43 

disbursements. 

Washington  Street  $     9,722.00 

Fannin  Street 5,465.07 

Austin  Street 6,128.41 

Chartres  Street  12,673.95 

Total  Paving $  33,989.43 

Unpaid  Vouchers  February  28,  1911 — paid 215.00 

Total  Disbursements  34,204.43 

Drainage  Sewer  Bond  Fund:  

Cash  on  hand  February  28,  1911 $            1.87 

Unpaid  vouchers  February  28,  1911 — paid 1.87 

Main  Street  Viaduct  Bond  Fund:  

Cash  proceeds.  Bond  issue  January  30,  1911 $506,000.00 

Cash,  interest  paid  on  deposit 6,394.44 

Total  Cash  Available  for  Viaduct $512,394.44 

disbursements. 

Construction  of  Viaduct $214,029.44 

Paid  on  previous  year's  vouchers 1,859.50 

Total  Disbursements  215,888.94 

Balance  on  Hand  February  29,  1912  (Exhibit  A) .  $296,505.50 

School  Bond  Fund:  

Cash,  Proceeds  Bond  Issue  June  26,  1911 $513,062.50 

disbursements. 

Rusk  School    $  76,060.00 

Anson  Jones  School 4,000.00 

New  site.  Third  Ward 500.00 

New  site,  Fifth  Ward 3,700.00 

Total  Disbursements  84,260.00 

Balance  on  Hand  February  29,  1912  (Exhibit  A) .  $428,802.50 

Exhibit  "E."  """"^"^ 
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Statement  of  Department  Expenses  for  the  Year  Ended  February 

29,  1912,  Showing  Budget  Allowances  and  Expenses. 

Amount 

Amount 

Expended  More 

Expended  Less 

Executive: 

Apprepriated 

Expended 

Appropriated 

Appropriated 

Mayor  $ 

5,000.00 

$        5,261.90 

$        261.90 

Legislative: 

City  Secretary 

1,500.00 

2,120.10 

620.10 

City  Council 

9,600.00 

9,600.00 

Law  Department: 

City  Attorney   

12,000.00 

14,553.85 

2,553.85 

Finance  Department: 

Controller 

6,000.00 

5,656.80 

343.20 

Treasurer   

620.00 

623.00 

3.66 

Assessor  and  Collector.. 

15,000.00 

18,094.30 

3,094.30 



Miscellaneous  Departments  : 

City  Hall 

4,000.00 

7,753.04 

3,753.04 

Elections   

1,000.00 

3,177.58 

2,177.58 



Damages  Not  Chargeable 

to  Departments  

1,000.00 

1,561.50 

561.50 



Interest  on  Bonds 

240,000.00 

245,457.93 

5,457.93 



Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

15,000.00 

64,641.36 

49,64L36 

Electric  Lights  

50.000.00 

44,720.66 

5,279.34 

Public  Safety: 

Police  Department 

100,000.00 

127,524.08 

27,524.08 



Corporation  Court  

2,000.00 

2,199.00 

199.00 

Fire  Department 

100,000.00 

124,013.05 

24,013.05 

Health  Department  

20,000.00 

28,220.35 

8,220.35 

Scavenger  Department. . 

13,000.00 

16,505.89 

3,505.89 

Electrical  Department. . . 

7,000.00 

10,459.66 

3,459.66 

Public  Works: 

Engineer 

17,000.00 

19,605.91 

2,605.91 

Street  and  Bridge 

90,000.00 

140,830.46 

50,830.46 

Garbage   

25,000.00 

26,34L06 

1,341.06 

Sewer   

16,000.00 

32,343.41 

16,343.41 

Asphalt   



19,687.40 

19,687.40 

Public  Industries: 

Market 

7,000.00 

9,22L46 

2,221.46 

Water  Dept.  Expenses... 

80,000.00 

78,602.17 



1,397.83 

Water  Dept.  Int.  on  Bonds 

55,000.00 

54,220.00 

780.00 

Auditorium  



9,344.16 

9,344.16 

Public  Education,  Recreation 

and  Art: 

Schools   

129,960.00  ) 
180,000.00  1 

305,794.69 

4,165.31 

Parks    

10,000.00 

15,227.51 

5,227.51 

Carnegie  Library  

9,500.00 

11,021.00 

1,52L00 

EXTRAOTDINARY : 

Houston  Ship  Channel.. 

20,000.00 

15,513.58 



4,486.42 

Refund'g  Pav'g  Cer'cates 

21,000.00 

21,109.98 

109.98 

Permanent  Improve'ts.. . 

327,028.41 

327,028.41 

Sinking  Fund  

148,000.00 

67,000.00 

81,000.00 

Total    $1,411,180.00 

$1,885,035.25 

$571,307.35 

$97,452.10 

1,411,180.00 

97,452.10 

$    473,855.25 

$473,855.25 

Exhibit  "F." 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


JAMES  P.  WELSH, 

CITY  ASSESSOR  AND  COLLECTOR, 


SHOWING  COLLECTION  AND 
DISPOSITION  OF  TAXES 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF 
CITY  ASSESSOR  AND  COLLECTOR, 


Houston,  Texas,  March  4,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  ordinances  and  Char- 
ter of  the  City  of  Houston,  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  re- 
port covering  collections  from  all  sources  and  distributions  of 
same  for  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  report  speaks  for  itself  in 
detail.  I  also  cheerfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  So- 
mers  System  of  Taxation,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  great 
improvement  over  the  old  system. 

I  also  respectfully  ask  that  the  appropriation  for  the  next 
year  be  made  $15,000.00  for  this  department. 
Yours  very  truly, 

James  P.  Welsh, 
City  Assessor  and  Collector, 
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Report  of  Collections  and  Distributions  for  the  Year  Commencing  March 
1,  1911,  and  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

COLLECTIONS. 

Ad  Valorem  Tax— Bonds   $651,120.28 

General 651,120.38     $1,302,240.66 

Costs— Interest $     7,736.19 

Advertising  and  other 2,887.34 

Court   1,193.05  11,816.58 

Occupation  Tax— Liquor    $  26,624.95 

Beer  7,189.85 

Other   6,536.65  40,351.45 

Poll  Tax $     9,205.00  9,205.00 

Franchise  Tax  $  20,854.67  20,854.67 

Special  Deposits $     7,425.00 

Permits  and  Fees 7,800.25 

Miscellaneous   105,149.62 

Bills  for  Collection 18,933.56         139,308.43 

Water  Department  $247,922.48         247,922.48 

$1,771,699.27 
Balance  on  hand  February  28,  1911 2,097.20 

Total $1,773,796.47 

DISTRIBUTIONS. 

Deposited  with  City  Treasurer: 

March,        1911 $  49,631.41 

April,             "    40,236.02 

May,              "    44,392.22 

June,             "    40,133.63 

July,              "    329,359.38 

August,         "    124,204.35 

September,  "    40,132.48 

October,        "    38,179.12 

November,    "    103,217.78 

December,    "    475,271.40 

January,    1912 438,518.71 

February,     "    46,480.55     $1,769,757.05 

Balance  on  hand  February  29,  1912 4,039.42 

Total $1,773,796.47 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP 


F.  L.  DORMANT, 

CITY  ENGINEER, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  ENGINEER, 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  Engineering  Department  for 
the  year  ended  February  29,  1912. 

I  take  pleasure  in  recaUing  the  pleasant  relations  which 
have  existed  between  this  department  and  the  officers  and 
employes  of  the  various  departments  connected  with  the 
City  Government,  and  I  desire  to  thank  these  gentlemen  for 
their  uniform  courtesy  and  co-operation. 

I  desire  also  to  commend  the  various  members  of  the  of- 
fice and  field  forces  connected  with  this  department,  for 
the  intelligence  and  fidelity  which  have  marked  their  work 
during  the  year,  and  to  thank  them  for  the  loyal  support 
which  they  have  accorded  me  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  various  tables  hereto  attached  are  self-explanatory 
and  show  in  detail  the  amounts  expended  by  the  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  the  work  accomplished. 
Yours  respectfully, 

F.  L.  Dormant, 

City  Engineer, 


Report  of  City  Engineer.  79 

Recommendations. 

1st.     The  passage  of  an  ordinance  prescribing  the  con- 
struction and  size  of  curbs,  gutters,  sidewalks,  material,  etc. 
2nd.     The  establishment  of  the  grades  of  each  street  in 
the  city,  profile  to  be  adopted  by  the  Commission  and  to  be 
filed  with  the  City  Secretary. 

3rd.  To  put  in  sanitary  sewers  on  all  streets  prior  to 
paving  same,  and  run  connections  one  foot  behind  curb  on 
both  sides  of  the  street. 

4th,  A  rigid  separation  of  sanitary  sewers  from  storm 
sewers. 

5th.  The  establishment  of  a  standard  distance  between 
curb  lines  on  streets  of  each  given  width. 

6th.  The  construction  of  detritus  tanks  at  the  disposal 
plant,  so  as  to  separate  the  insoluble  matter  in  the  sewage. 

7th.  That  the  city  be  divided  into  drainage  districts, 
each  district  to  have  its  own  storm  sewer. 

8th.  That  no  streets  shall  be  paved  unless  surface  drain- 
age is  provided  for  them. 

9th.     A  complete  revision  of  the  building  ordinances. 
10th.     A  standard  specification  for  all  permanent  pave- 
ments such  as  brick,  creosoted  blocks,  asphalt  and  bitulithic 
pavement. 

11th.  A  storm  sewer  on  Hickory  Street  and  Young  Ave- 
nue to  Buffalo  Bayou. 

12th.  The  enlargement  of  the  receiving  basin  at  the  Wil- 
low Street  pumping  station,  and  the  installation  of  a  new 
15-inch  centrifugal  pump. 

13th,  The  extension  of  the  Austin  Street  storm  sewer 
to  the  Aransas  Pass  Railway. 

14th.  The  construction  of  a  storm  sewer  in  the  Fourth 
Ward  as  outlined  in  this  report. 

15th.  The  removal  of  all  present  asphalt  pavem.ents,  and 
the  re-surfacing  of  these  streets  by  a  financially  responsible 
firm  under  a  ten-year  guarantee. 

16th.  The  building  of  a  storm  sewer  on  Elgin  Avenue 
from  Louisiana  Street  to  Austin  Street. 
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Bridges. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  contract  was  let  for  the 
construction  of  the  Main  Street  Viaduct  to  the  Carmichael 
Company  of  St.  Louis  for  the  sum  of  $305,900.00.  Actual 
work  on  this  structure  started  in  the  month  of  October,  but 
the  work  has  been  somewhat  delayed  on  account  of  rainy 
weather  and  other  sources. 

This  structure,  when  completed,  will  be  one  of  the  finest 
bridges  in  the  State,  and  will  embody  in  it  some  features 
which  are  not  to  be  found  elsewhere.  It  will  be  constructed 
entirely  of  reinforced  concrete.  This  viaduct  will  be  pro- 
vided with  seats  for  pedestrians,  will  have  flower  pots  at  reg- 
ular distances ;  also  six  booths  for  telephone  services,  obser- 
vation purposes,  etc.,  and  will  also  have  a  public  comfort 
station,  fire  hydrants,  water  mains,  telephone  conduits  and 
electric  light  conduits.  It  will  be  paved  with  vitrified  brick 
and  will  be  brilliantly  illuminated  at  night.  The  contract 
calls  for  completion  in  360  working  days. 

The  Houston  Avenue  Bridges. 

A  contract  was  let  in  December  to  the  Gulf  Concrete  Con- 
struction Company  of  Houston,  Texas,  for  the  construction 
of  two  reinforced  concrete  bridges,  one  bridge  being  230 
feet  in  length,  the  second  one  74  feet.  Both  bridges  will  be 
51  feet  wide. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  construction  of  the 
large  bridge  it  was  necessary  to  construct  a  temporary 
wooden  bridge  located  on  the  east  of  the  proposed  structure, 
so  as  not  to  interrupt  traffic,  etc.,  to  Woodland  Heights  and 
other  suburban  property.  Actual  work  on  the  new  bridges 
will  commence  on  or  about  March  1st.  The  contract  price 
for  both  bridges  is  $33,000.00. 

Westmoreland  Sewage  Pumping  Station. 

During  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  made  at  the  above  pumping  station,  con- 
sisting of  enlargement  of  main,  in  and  outlet  pipes,  overflows 
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and  the  erection  of  a  60-foot  steel  stack  with  burners  on  the 
inside,  to  take  care  of  any  existing  sewer  gases.  The  work 
done  and  improvements  mxade  at  that  station,  have  remedied 
any  and  all  complaints  formerly  inherent  to  its  construction. 

The  Calhoun  Street  Storm  Sew^ers. 

Plans  and  specifications  have  been  completed  for  a  storm 
sewer  on  Calhoun  Street  from  Austin  Street  w^est  to  Brazos 
Street,  and  from  Austin  Street  east  to  St.  Charles  Street, 
the  former  sewer  being  3  feet  and  the  latter  5  feet  in  di- 
ameter, with  the  necessary  catch-basins  and  manholes.  The 
construction  of  these  proposed  storm  sewers  on  Calhoun 
Street  will  take  the  place  of  the  old  ditch  which  has  been 
there  for  a  great  number  of  years  and  will  be  a  magnificent 
improvement.  I  expect  to  receive  orders  to  commence  this 
work  at  an  early  date. 

Future  Pavements  and  Drainage. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  large  amount  of  prospective 
paving  is  to  be  done,  and  already  petitioned  for,  permit  me 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  imperative  necessity  of  provid- 
ing additional  adequate  drainage  for  the  streets  proposed  to 
be  paved.  There  will  be  no  trouble  in  draining  proposed 
paved  street  between  Main  Street  and  Chenevert  Street, 
north  to  Elgin  Street,  for  the  reason  that  these  streets  can 
all  drain  to  the  big  Austin  Street  sewer. 

Extension  of  Texas  Avenue  Storm  Sewer  System. 

This  extension,  which  has  just  been  completed  by  the 
city  at  a  cost  of  $1653.56,  has  provided  an  outlet  for 
storm  water  for  a  section  of  the  city  which  has  heretofore 
had  no  regular  channel. 

It  now  provides  drainage  for  portions  of  Texas  Avenue, 
Milam  Street,  Travis  and  Louisiana  Streets,  and  greatly  im- 
proves drainage  conditions  in  that  locality. 

For  the  successful  drainage  of  proposed  paved  streets 
south  of  Elgin  Street,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
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Austin  sewer  be  extended  to  a  point  near  the  Aransas  Pass 
Railroad.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  there  is  a  fall 
of  nine  feet  from  the  G.  H.  &  S.  A.  Railway  from  the  crest 
at  San  Felipe  Road  to  Main  Street.  All  the  drainage  from 
that  territory  comes  across  to  Main  Street,  and  floods  the  low 
places  at  Main  and  Tuam,  Anita  and  Rosalie  and  numerous 
other  places.  This  drainage  should  be  intercepted  by  a 
storm  sewer  beginning  near  the  Richmond  Road  and  run- 
ning by  Bute  Addition,  Westmoreland,  Courtland,  Avondale ; 
thence  to  run  on  Brazos  Street  to  Webster,  thence  on  Web- 
ster to  Baldwin,  thence  on  Baldwin  to  Crosby,  thence  on 
Crosby  Street  to  Buffalo  Bayou. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  this  proposed  storm  sewer 
have  been  prepared,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  ways 
and  means  be  provided  to  build  this  proposed  storm  sewer. 

Storm  Sewers. 

During  the  fiscal  year  just  ended,  a  storm  sewer  has  been 
constructed,  commencing  at  the  south  line  of  Washington 
Avenue  just  opposite  Sawyer  Street  and  extending  from 
Washington  Avenue  to  Decatur  Street,  with  large  catch- 
basins  on  Washington  Avenue,  Sawyer  Street,  Union  Street 
and  Decatur  Street. 

The  drainage  on  Washington  Avenue  and  Sawyer  Street 
has  been  extremely  bad  on  account  of  two  downhill  grades 
meeting  at  this  point,  and  the  construction  of  this  5-foot 
brick  sewer  has  forever  solved  the  drainage  conditions  at 
that  particular  point. 

The  Second  Ward  Sanitary  Sewer  System. 

Work  on  this  system  will  be  commenced  shortly,  and  will 
give  the  Second  Ward  a  system  of  sanitary  sewers  of  its 
own.  The  City  of  Houston  previously  purchased  a  tract  of 
ground  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  Simms  Bayou  con- 
taining 197  acres  and  on  this  tract  the  new  purification 
plant  will  be  built. 

The  city  also  purchased  a  block  of  ground  just  outside 
the  southern  city  limits  on  which  a  pumping  station  will  be 
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erected.  At  this  station  there  will  be  collected  all  the  sani- 
tary sewage  discharged  from  a  30-inch  main  located  on 
Scott  Street,  which  will  be  the  main  outlet  sewer  from  the 
Second  Ward.  The  Second  Ward  Sanitary  System  com- 
prises the  following  main  sewers  and  laterals. 

Proposed  Revisions  of  the  Pi-esent   Building  Ordinances. 

To  intelligently  conduct  the  office  of  the  Department  of 
Buildings,  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  officer  pass  upon  all 
questions  relating  to  the  strength  and  durability  of  build- 
ings or  structures,  to  examine  and  check  all  plans  and  ap- 
prove all  plans  before  a  permit  is  issued  for  the  construction 
of  any  building  or  structure. 

Such  person  should  be  either  a  civil,  structural  or  archi- 
tectual  engineer  or  an  architect,  an  experienced  building 
contractor  or  a  building  mechanic  with  at  least  ten  years 
experience  and  training.  This  department  should  be  in 
charge  of  an  engineer  who  shall  be  a  civil,  structural  and 
architectural  engineer,  assisted  by  an  elevator  inspector  who 
should  be  a  graduate  in  engineering  from  a  recognized  tech- 
nical school,  and  should  be  versed  in  the  essentials  of  both 
mechanical  and  electrical  engineering  and  should  have  had 
at  least  five  years  experience  in  shop  or  construction  work. 

The  revised  building  ordinance  should  contain  the  mini- 
mum live  loads  for  floors,  roofs  and  walls,  the  permissible 
reduction  of  live  loads  under  footings  of  foundations  in 
buildings  more  than  three  stories  high ;  also  the  permissible 
reduction  of  five  loads  on  columns  in  buildings  more  than 
three  stories  high,  and  the  permissible  reduction  of  live 
loads  on  girders.  It  should  also  prescribe  the  bearing  capac- 
ity of  different  kinds  of  soils,  and  of  various  building  ma- 
terials such  as  concrete,  brick  work,  granite,  marble  and 
limestone,  sandstone,  bluestone  and  slate. 

Next  in  order  it  should  prescribe  the  permissible  unit 
stresses  in  iron,  steel  and  wood.  It  should  stipulate  that  all 
structures  exposed  to  wind  should  be  designed  to  resist  a 
horizontal  wind  pressure  of  30  pounds  for  every  square  foot 
exposed  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  same,  including  roof, 
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in  any  direction.  The  revised  building  law  should  also  stipu- 
late that  in  all  structures  exposed  to  wind  that  if  the  resist- 
ing moments  of  the  ordinary  materials  of  construction  such 
as  masonry,  partitions,  floors  and  connections,  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  resist  the  moment  of  distortion  due  from  wind  pres- 
sure taken  in  any  direction  on  any  part  of  the  building,  addi- 
tional bracing  should  be  introduced  sufficient  to  make  up  the 
difference  in  moments. 

Fireproof  Construction. 

Under  this  heading  the  proposed  revised  building  ordi- 
nance should  consider  reinforced  concrete,  when  built  as  re- 
quired in  said  ordinance,  as  fireproof  construction.  In  gen- 
eral, the  term  ''Fireproof  Construction"  should  apply  to  all 
buildings  in  which  all  parts  that  carry  weights  or  resist 
strains,  and  also  all  exterior  walls  and  all  interior  walls,  and 
all  interior  partitions  and  all  stairways,  and  all  elevator  in- 
cisures, are  made  entirely  of  incombustible  material,  and  in 
which  all  metallic  structural  members  are  protected  against 
the  effects  of  fire  by  coverings  of  a  material  which  shall  be 
entirely  incombustible,  and  a  slow  heat  conductor,  and  termed 
in  the  proposed  ordinance  ''fireproof  material" — such  is  the 
definition  of  the  Chicago  Building  Ordinance  dated  January 
1,  1912.  Such  materials  are  brick,  tile,  terra  cotta  and  con- 
crete; also  metal  or  fire-resisting  glass,  not  less  than  %'' 
in  thickness,  metal,  plastering  on  metal  lath  and  metal  stud- 
ding; plaster  blocks,  stone,  granite,  marble  and  approved 
cinder  concrete. 

The  ordinance  should  also  stipulate  that  all  doors,  frames, 
sashes,  casings  and  windows  in  partitions  shall  be  built  of 
incombustible  material,  and  that  all  spandrel  beams,  girders,- 
lintels,  beams,  trusses,  exterior  sides  of  mullions  shall  be 
covered  by  fire-proof  material.  The  revised  ordinance  should 
also  prescribe  the  class  of  construction  called  '*Slow  Burning 
and  Mill  Construction,"  in  which  wooden  posts  and  girders 
are  permitted,  if  the  posts  are  not  less  than  100  square 
inches  in  sections  and  the  girders  not  less  than  72  square 
inches,  in  sectional  area,  and  the  floor  not  less  than  31/2 
inches  thick. 
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Reinforced  Concrete  Construction. 

The  present  building  ordinance  contains  nothing  about 
this  class  of  construction,  hence  it  is  very  important  that  it 
should  be  very  fully  covered  in  the  proposed  revised  build- 
ing ordinance.  For  this  reason,  when  application  is  made 
for  a  structure  in  whole  or  in  part  of  reinforced  concrete, 
drawings,  statical  calculations  and  specifications  should 
be  submitted  in  which  the  general  plans  and  all  important 
details  are  shown. 

The  proposed  ordinance  should  cover  the  following  items : 

1.  Ratio  of  moduli  of  elasticity,  also  adhesion  and  bond. 

2.  Unit  stresses  for  steel  and  concrete  aggregates. 

3.  Design  and  rules  for  slabs,  beams  and  girders. 

4.  Movements  of  external  forces,  in  beams,  girders,  etc. 

5.  Limiting  width  of  flange  of  T-beams. 

6.  Shrinkage  and  thermal  stresses. 

7.  Design  of  columns,  length,  percentage  of  reinforce- 
ment, etc. 

8.  Cement  specifications  and  tests. 

9.  Sand,  stone,  gravel  and  mixing  specifications. 

10.  Rules  for  placing  concrete,  in  different  kinds  of 
weather. 

11.  Cement  finish  and  removal  of  forms. 

12.  Load  tests. 
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Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expense  of  the  City  Engineer,  for  the  Annual 
Report  for  Year  Ending  February  29th,  1912. 

REVENUE. 


MONTH 


24-A 

Surveying 

Fees 


24- C 

24-D 

24-B 

Plumbing 

Others, 

Building 

Permits  and 

Street  Open- 

Permit 

Sewer 

ing  and 

Fees 

Inspection 

Drain  Lay- 

Fees 

ing  Fees 

Total 
for  the 
Month 


March , 
April.  . 
May.. 


June 

July 

August . . . . 
September , 
October .  .  . 
November . 
December . 
January . .  . 
February . . 


$101.50 

78.00 

115.00 

110.50 

109.50 

83.50 

159.50 

59.50 

76.00 

21.00 

82.00 

113.50 


Total  for  12  months  ending 

February  29th,  1912 $1109.50 

Total  for  12  months  ending 

February  28th,  1911 


$962.50 


Increase $147.00 

Decrease 


$483.50 
207.50 
172.00 
188.00 
220.00 
253.50 
229.50 
275.00 
173.00 
137.00 
353 . 00 
287.00 


$2979.00 
$3212.30 


238.35 
240.35 
348.50 
300. 5o; 
252.50 
291.50, 
206.00, 
209.25 
242.75 
127.35 
134.50 
205.00 


;  75.00 
56.50 
76.50 

105.70 
74.50 
85.00 

162.50 
87.50 
64.50 
49.50 
71.00 
74.50 


$2796.55 
$1695.85 


$ $1100.70 

$233.30 


898.35 
582.35 
712.00 
704.70 
656.50 
713.50 
757.50 
631.25 
556.25 
334.85 
640.50 
680.00 


$982.70  $7867.75 
$900.50  $6771. 15 


$  82.20  $1096.60 


Total  amount  of  revenue  increase  for  the  year  ending  February 

29th,  1912,  over  year  ending  February  28th,  1911 $1096. 60 


EXPENSE. 


MONTH 


24.  B 

24-C 

24-A 

Repairs  and 

Stationery 

24-D 

Salaries 

Renewals  of 

and 

Others 

Instruments 

Printing 

Total 
for  the 
Month 


March .  .  .  . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . . 
September . 
October .  .  . 
November . 
December . 
January. .  . 
February. . 


Total $18,220.82 


795. 
1,563. 
1,499. 
1,545. 
1,548. 
1,498. 
1,498. 
1,588. 
1,663. 
1,692. 
1,653. 
1,674. 


$  60.75 
82.42 
17.90 
27.74 
29.85 
28.00 
49.13 
134.21 
15.37 
1.75 
53.61 
52.20 


I  39.70$ 
54.35 

100.20 
53.25 

307.95 
17.25 
39.45 
27.33 
55.03 
14.05 
57.50 
68.10 


$552.93    $832.16  $19,605.91 


895.45 
1,700.10 
1,617.23 
1,626.82 
1,886.13 
1,543.58 
1,586.91 
1,749.87 
1,733.73 
1,708.47 
1,764.44 
1,793.18 


Total  expense  for  the  year  ending  February  29th,  1912 $19,605.91 

Total  expense  for  the  year  ending  February  28th,  1911 $10,721.08 

Total  increase  for  year  ending  1912  over  1911 $  8,884.83 

Appropriation  for  the  year  ending  February  29th,  1912 $17,000.00 

Expense  for  the  year  ending  February  29th,  1912 $19,605.91 

Amount  expended  over  the  appropriation $2.605 .  91 
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New  Pavements  for  the  Year  Ending  February  29th,  1912. 

BRICK   PAVEMENTS. 

Washington  Avenue,  from  Brashear  Street  to  G.  H.  d  S.  A.  Ry., 

Length 6  Blocks 

Width 30  ft. 

Square  yards 6,497 

Cost $19,589.67 

Deductions  (Houston  Electric  Co.) $446.80 

Total  cost  to  City $19,142.87 

Cost  per  square  yard $2,946 

(N.  B. — Five-inch  concrete  foundation,  one-inch  sand 
cushion,  Coffey ville  brick,  with  asphalt  filler.) 

Crawford  Street,  from  Preston  Avenue  to  Prairie  Avenue — 

Length 1  Block 

Width 35  tt. 

Square  yards 1,178.33 

Cost $2,398.05 

Deductions  (Houston  Belt  &  Terminal  Co.) $537.95 

Total  cost  to  City $1,860.10 

Cost  per  square  yard $2,035 

(N.  B. — 23,500  paving  brick  were  furnished  by  the 
Houston  Belt  &  Terminal  Co.  Six-inch  concrete  foun- 
dation, one-inch  sand  cushion,  with  asphalt  filler.) 

GRAVEL   PAVEMENTS. 

Tenth  Street,  from  Preston  Avenue  to  Dart  Street 4  Blocks 

Length 1,344  ft. 

Width  20  ft. 

Square  yards 2,986.66 

Total  cost $1,315.77 

Cost  per  square  yard $0.44 

Holly  Street,  from  Dart  Street  to  Crockett  Street 5  Blocks 

Length   1,297  ft. 

Width  20  ft. 

Square  yards 2,882 

Total  cost $1,334.55 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,463 

Dart  Street  (Resurfacing),  from  Tenth  Street  to  Holly  Street. .  1  Block 

Length    500  ft. 

Width  20  ft. 

Square  yards 1,111.10 

Total  cost $285.35 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,256 
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ASPHALT   PAVEMENT. 

Fannin  Street,  from  Eagle  Avenue  8O44  f^et  South — 

Length 804.4  ft. 

Width 35  ft. 

Square  yards 2,522.065 

Total  cost   $5,044.52 

Amount  of  Deductions $2,703.37 

Cost  to  City $2,314.15 

Cost  per  square  yard $2.00 

(Car  track  and  one  foot  each  side  of  rail  paved  with 
brick  by  Houston  Electric  Co.) 

SHELL  PAVEMENTS. 

Chenevert  Street,  from  Gray  Avenue  to  Pierce  Avenue 1  Block 

Length 293  ft. 

Width 35  ft. 

Square  yards 1,139 

Total  cost  $526.75 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,462 

Stuart  Avenue,  from  Crawford  Street  to  Hamilton  Street. ...  3  Blocks 

Length 900  ft. 

Width 28  ft. 

Square  yards 2,800 

Total  cost $1,350.55 

Cost  per  square  yard . , $0,446 

Chenevert  Street,  froyn  Elgin  Avenue  to  Holman  Avenue 3  Blocks 

Length 790  ft. 

Width 33  ft. 

Square  yards. 2,896 

Total  cost $1,359.68 

Cost  per  square  yard , $0,469 

Pierce  Avenue,  from  Sherman  Street  to  Baldwin  Street 2  Blocks 

Length 682  ft. 

Width   (150  feet) 20  ft. 

(532  feet) 35  ft. 

Square  yards 2,402 

Total  cost $933.40 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,388 

Maury  Street,  from  Providence  Street  to  Conti  Street 1  Block 

Length   322  ft. 

Width  35  ft. 

Square  yards  1,252 

Total  cost $381.20 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,304 

(Street  graded  by  Street  and  Bridge  Department.) 
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Berry  Avenue,  from  Fannin  Street  to  San  Jacinto  Street 1  Block 

Length   287  ft. 

Width  25  ft. 

Square  yards 797 

Total  cost  $353.20 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,443 

Francis  Avenue,  from  Crawford  Street  to  Hamilton  Street. ...  3  Blocks 

Length   900  ft. 

Width  27  ft. 

Square  yards 2,700 

Total  cost $1,191.00 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,441 

Alabama  Avenue,  from  Main  Street  to  Almeda  Road 7  Blocks 

Length    2,025  ft. 

Width 26  ft. 

Square  yards 5,850 

Total  cost $2,753.90 

Cost  per  square  yard $0.47 

Providence  Street,  from  Mary  Street  to  Semmes  Street 1  Block 

Length   417  ft. 

Width ^ 25  ft. 

Square  yards 1,621 

Total  cost $482.00 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,297 

(Street  graded  by  Street  and  Bridge  Department  in 
1910.) 

Liberty  Avenue,  from  Mary  Street  to  Semmes  Street %  Block 

Length   , 250  ft. 

Width '. 35  ft. 

Square  yards 972 

Total  cost $550.55 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,566 

Anita  Avenue,  from  Crawford  Street  to  Caroline  Street 3  Blocks 

Length   1,005  ft. 

Width .^ . .  26  ft. 

Square  yards 2,903 

Total  cost $1,085.30 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,374 

(Part  of  street  graded  by  Street  and  Bridge  Depart- 
ment.) 

Chartres  Street,  from  Magnolia  Street  to  Maple  Street 1  Block 

Length    210  ft. 

Width 35  ft. 

Square  yards ^ 816 

Total  cost $380.90 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,467 
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Dennis  Avenue,  from  San  Jacinto  Street  to  Ghenevert  Street . .  6  Blocks 

Length 1,882  ft. 

Width. 25  ft. 

Square  yards 5,116 

Total  cost $2,657.70 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,519 

Hamilton  Street,  froTn  Elgin  Avenue  to  Francis  Avenue 2  Blocks 

Length 565  ft. 

Width 30  ft. 

Square  yards 1,883 

Total  cost $850.45 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,451 

Fargo  Street,  from  Mason  Street  to  Crocker  Street 6  Blocks 

Length 1,560  ft. 

Width 26  ft. 

Square  yards 4,506 

Total  cost $2,674.45 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,593 

Thomas  Street,  from  James  Street  to  Paschal  Street 2  Blocks 

Length 435  ft. 

Width 33  ft. 

Square  yards 1,595 

Total  cost $619.70 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,388 

(Grading  was  done  by  Street  and  Bridge  Department.) 

MacQregor  Avenue,  from  Main  Street  to  San  Jacinto  Street. . .  2  Blocks 

Length  631  ft. 

Width 26  ft. 

Square  yards 1,823 

Total  cost $779.10 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,429 

Drew<  Avenue,  from  Crawford  Street  to  Chenevert  Street 2  Blocks 

Length 643  ft. 

Width 25  ft. 

Square  yards 1,786 

Total  cost  $712.95 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,399 

Lyon  Street,  from  San  Felipe  Street  to  Erichson  Street 3  Blocks 

Length 876  ft. 

Width 20  ft. 

Square  yards 1,946 

Total  cost $886.40 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,455 
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Mcllhenny  Avenue,  from  Caroline  Street  to  Austin  Street ....  1  Block 

Length 300  ft. 

Width 14  ft. 

Square  yards  466 

Total  cost $121.35 

Cost  per  square  yard $0.26 

(No  grading.) 

Bishop  Street,  from  TJiomas  Street  to  Montgomery  Avenue...  3  Blocks 

Length 860  ft. 

Width 24  ft. 

Square  yards 2,293 

Total  cost $606.80 

Cost  per  square  yard $0.26 

(Grading  done  by  Street  and  Bridge  Department.) 

Fannin  Street,  from  the  Bayou  to  Franklin  Avenue 1  Block 

Length 350  ft. 

Width  27  ft. 

Square  yards  1,050 

Total  cost $420.45 

Cost  per  square  yard $0.40 

Austin  Street,  from  McGowen  Avenue  to  MacGregor  Avenue. .  .11  Blocks 

Length 3,008  ft. 

Width 35  ft. 

Square  yards 11,698 

Total  cost $5,640.42 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,482 

Austin  Street,  from  Texas  Avenue  to  Rusk  Avenue 2  Blocks 

Length 660  ft. 

Width  35  ft. 

Square  yards 2,566.66 

Total  cost $1,342.98 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,523 

(N.  B. — 286  feet  concrete  curbing  put  in  by  City  for 
School.) 

Fletcher  Street,  from  Hogan  Street  to  James  Street 2  Blocks 

Length 437  ft. 

Width 30  ft. 

Square  yards 1,457 

Total  cost $658.40 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,452 

James  Street,  from  Fletcher  Street  to  the  Bayou I14  Blocks 

Length 413  ft. 

Width 18  ft. 

Square  yards 826 

Total  cost $274.30 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,332 
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Bell  Avenue,  from  Chartres  Street  to  8t.  Emanuel  Street 1  Block 

Length 279  ft. 

Width 33  ft. 

Square  yards 1,023 

Total  cost  $414.65 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,405 

Pease  Avenue,  from  Main  Street  to  Milam  Street 2  Blocks 

Length 631  ft. 

Width 34  ft. 

Square  yards 2,383.77 

Total  cost $1,413.95 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,593 

Chartres  Street,  from  Hadley  Avenue  to  Texas  Avenue 17  Blocks 

Length 5,562  ft. 

Width 35  ft. 

Square  yards  21,630 

Total  cost $12,216.95 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,564 

Leeland  Avenue,  from  Sampson  Street  to  Broadway 11  Blocks 

Length 3,523  ft. 

Width 40  ft. 

Square  yards 15,658 

Total  cost $4,825.05 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,308 

(N.  B. — 1,846  square  yards  pavement  put  down  and 
paid  for  by  Houston  Electric  Co.,  between  tracks.) 

Hadley  Avenue,  from  St.  Emanuel  Street  to  Chartres  Street..  1  Block 

Length 330  ft. 

Width 35  ft. 

Square  yards 1,283.3 

Total  cost $740.75 

Cost  per  square  yard $0,577 

BEICK    STREETS    UNDER    CONSTRUCTION. 

(Widening  Street.) 
Houston  Avenue,  from  Washington  Avenue  to  Spring  Street. .  .10  Blocks 

SHELL  STREETS  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION. 

Harrington  Street,  from  Hardy  Street  to  Montgomery  Avenue.  .11  Blocks 

Bremond  Street,  from  Nance  to  Conti  Street 3  Blocks 

Gray  Avenue,  from  Chartres  Street  to  Hutchins  Street 2  Blocks 
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Total  Number  of  Lineal  Feet  of  Pavement  Put  Down  by  the  City  for  the 
Year  Ending  February  29th,   1912. 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  brick  pavement 2,310     ft. 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  asphalt  pavement 804.4  ft. 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  gravel  pavement 3,141     ft. 

Total  amount  of  lineal  feet  of  shell  pavement 31,026     ft. 

Total  lineal  feet 37,281.4  ft. 

Total  Number  of  Lineal  Feet  of  Pavement  Put  Down  by  the  Houston  Land 
Corporation  (Montrose  Addition). 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  asphalt  pavement 5,260  ft. 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  shell  and  granite  pavement 10,650  ft. 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  shell  pavement 15,650  ft. 

Total  lineal  feet 31,560  ft. 

Total  number  of  miles  of  pavement  put  down  for  the  year  end- 
ing February  29th,  1912 13  Miles 

TABULATIONS. 

1911  1912 

Class                                          Sq.  Yds.  Sq.  Yds.  Increase 

Asphalt   160,462  186,362  25,900 

Brick   397,664  405,339  7,675 

Belgian  Block 1,892  1,892                     

Bois  d'Arc 49,833  47,811  *2,022 

Macadam   36,948  36,948                      

Gravel    617,605  624,585  6,980 

Shell    238,766  406,525  167,759 

Shell  and  Granite 35,778  35,778 

Bitulithic    5,039  5,039 


Totals    1,508,209  1,750,279  241,070 


*  Decrease, 

Mileage,  year  ending  February  29,  1912 102.82  Miles 

Mileage,  year  ending  February  28,  1911 89.82  Miles 

Increase  for  year  ending  1912  over  1911 13.00  Miles 

Total  square  yards  asphalt  repairs  for  year  ending  1912 18,416.68 

Total  square  yards  asphalt  repairs  for  year  ending  1911 14,299.89 


Increase  for  year  ending  1912  over  1911 4,116.79 


94 


Report  of  City  Engineer. 


Asphalt  Repairs. 

REVENUE. 

March,        1911 $1,145.15 

April,  "    

May,  "    699.83 

June,  "    599.52 

July,  "    1,029.47 

August,  "    529.67 

September,    "    545.11 

October,         " 525.10 

November,     "    236.40 

December,     "    174.50 

January,     1912 174.40 

February,      " 560.07 

Total  revenue  for  year  ending  1912 $6,219.22 


Month 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
January, 
February, 


1911, 


1912 


EXPENSE. 
(A) 

Asphalt  Plant 

Operation 

,  ..$  376.16 

. .  178.90 

. . .  785.19 

. .  382.52 

. ..  296.40 

. .  381.04 

. . .  345.34 

. . .  451.77 

...  366.04 

, . .  279.10 

. ..  563.46 

. ..  356.68 


(B) 

Asphalt  Repairs, 

Streets 

$  2,687.19 

439.11 

1,399.30 

1,013.11 

1,291.08 

1,176.36 

1,893.93 

982.01 

966.73 

1,444.54 

674.27 

957.17 


Totals  $4,762.60 


$14,924.80 


Cost  of  operation  of  asphalt  plant  for  year  ending  1912 , 
Cost  of  repairs  of  asphalt  streets  for  year  ending  1912. . 


Total 
$  3,063.35 
618.01 
2,184.49 
1,395.63 
1,587.48 
1,557.40 
2,239.27 
1,433.78 
1,332.77 
1,723.64 
1,237.73 
1,313.85 

$19,687.40 

$  4,762.60' 
,   14,924.80 


Total  cost $19,687.40 


Total  cost  of  operation  of  asphalt  repairs 

Total  amount  of  revenue  from  asphalt  repairs. 


$19,687.40 
,     6,219.22 


Total  cost  to  City $13,468.18 


Total  number  of  square  yards  of  asphalt  pavement  repaired 
Cost  per  square  yard 


.18,416.68 

$0,737 
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Report  of  Stock  on  Hand  at  Asphalt  Plant  at  Year  Ending 
February  29,  1912. 


30  Sacks  cement 
19  Barrels  asphalt  cement 
8  Cubic  yards  of  sand 

1  Barrel  gasoline 

5  Gallons  engine  oil 
5  Gallons  cylinder  oil 
12'  Barrels  fuel  oil 

2  Wheelbarrows 

5  Gallons  boiler  paint 


7  Shovels 

8  Picks 

4  Galvanized  buckets 

3  Sledge  hammers 

3  Axes 

1  Scale 

75  Fire  brick 

2  Jack  screws 

1  Length  of  hose 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


W.  H.  SMITH, 

SEWER  AND  PLUMBING  INSPECTOR, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF 
SEWER  AND  PLUMBING  INSPECTOR. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the 
Engineering  Department  of  Plumbing  and  Sewer,  for  the 
year  ending  February  29th,  1912. 

The  tabulated  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
done  for  the  year.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the 
laying  of  private  sewer,  notable  in  the  Montrose  Addition, 
which  is  a  model  sewer  system  in  itself.  There  has  also  been 
a  large  increase  in  plumbing  and  sewer  connections,  as  this 
year's  report  will  show. 

There  have  been  several  minor  repairs  to  sewers,  which 
were  necessary  from  the  excessive  rains  of  the  past  winter. 

The  Examining  Board  of  Plumbers  have  examined  fifty- 
five  (55)  applicants  for  plumber's  license  during  the  year, 
of  which  five  (5)  have  failed.  This,  in  addition  to  those  ex- 
amined last  year,  makes  a  total  of  143  persons  examined  by 
the  board.  The  amount  of  $344.00  has  been  collected  (See 
revenue  of  Engineer's  Office,  24-D  Others),  from  this  source 
since  the  appointing  of  the  board  by  your  Honor. 

This  department  wishes  to  thank  you  for  giving  us  the 
necessary  means  and  assistance  to  make  this  department  a 
success,  of  which  we  are  of  the  opinion,  is  the  best  in  the 
State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  Smith, 
City  Plumbing  and  Sewer  Inspector. 
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SEWER  SYSTEM. 
Statement  of  Expense  for  Twelve  Months  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


SANITARY  SEWER  SYSTEM 


1911 
and 
1912 


Pumping  Station 


(a) 
Operation 


(b) 
Repairs 

and 
Renewals 


(c) 
Filter 
Beds 


re) 

Others 


(f) 

Sewer 

(g) 

Repairs 

Sewer 

and 

Inspections 

Renewals 

(h) 

Others 


March.  . 

April 

May 

June 

July.... 
August  . 
Sept .... 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 


1527.03 
1235.14 
1276.64 
1037.23 

846.84 
1277.21 
1021.24 
1046.59 
1016.30 

965.09 
1046.44 

780.37 


%  249. 
271. 
301. 
354. 
376. 
728. 
278. 
313. 
301. 
329. 
409. 
326. 


$  394. 
372. 
493. 
411. 
443. 
631. 
483. 
574. 
458. 
381. 
513. 
600. 


$  13.23 
76.60 
81.60 
76.25 
90.75 
79.50 
251.25 
100.14 
28.60 
18.65 
75.55 
75.00 


Totals. . .  .  $13076 .  12  $4238 .  84  $5756 .  48  $967 .  12  $4691 .  44  $2664 .  50  $948 .  91 


$125.60 
289.51 
813.05 

1079.73 
439 . 65 
322.77 
190.50 
209.83 
270.25 
267.40 
387.85 
295.30 


135.00 
219.50 
270.00 
285.00 
285.00 
135.00 
135.00 
135.00 
210.00 
285.00 
285.00 
285.00 


$128.50 

48.92 
50.65 
89.10 
37.80 
40.02 
84.99 
60.10 
76.88 
72.95 
84.60 
174.40 


Total  expense  for  Sewer   Department,  year  ending  February 

29th,  1912 $32,343.41 

Total  expense  for  Sewer  Department,   year  ending  February 

28th,  1911 $27,472.96 


Increase  of  last  year  over  previous  year $    4,870. 45 

Appropriation  for  year  ending  February  29th,  1912 $25,000.00 

Expense  for  year  ending  February  29th,  1912 32,343. 41 


Amount  expended  over  and  above  appropriation $  7,343.41 


Fees  Collected. 

Plumbing  permits — 24-C — plumbing  inspection  fees $2,796.55 

Sewer  connections — 24- D — drain  and  street  opening  fees 982.70 

Total $3,779 .  25 

Total  amount  fees  collected  for  the  year  ending  February  29th, 

1912 $3,779. 25 

Total  amount  fees  collected  for  the  year  ending  February  28th, 

1911 $2,596.35 


Total  increase  year  ending  1912  over  1911 $1,182.90 
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Plumbing  Fixtures  Installed  During  the  Twelve  Months  Ending 
February  29,  1912. 


^2 

P 

i 

o 
U 

ra 

c 
en 

11      bxi 


March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. . . 

October 

November. .  . 
December .  .  . 

January 

February. .  .  . 


Total , 


91 

83 

100 

104 

116 

116 

90 

82 

78 

41 

56 

79 


178 

185 

195 

209 

144 

173 

109 

111 

176 

90 

70 

94 


89 

153 

103 

111 

93 

123 

63 

74 

120 

56 

46 

60 


290 

182 

348 

164 

77 

130 

62 

71 

199 

91 

51 

70 


68 
70 
99 
101 
82 
94 
57 
59 
65 
32 
45 
62 


1036  1734  1091  1735  834  119  233  5746  423  2558 


38 

31' 
25 
1 
3 
7 
1 
6 
3 
1 
3 


27 

4 

69 

42 

4 

5 

19 

15 

12 

8 

22 


690 
594 
845 
652 
401 
528 
317 
331 
578 
280 
235 
295 


24 
29 
32 
49 
42 
44 
43 
44 
34 
15 
18 
49 


170 
195 
227 
274 
270 
280 
235 
210 
190 
96 
121 
290 


46 
37 
54 
59 
64 
70 
48 
50 
45 
23 
25 
25 


546 


Closets 1,734 

Baths 1,091 

Basins 1,735 

Sinks 834 

Urinals 119 

Miscellaneous  fixtures 233 


Total 5,746 

Total  fixtures  installed,  12  months  ending  February  29th,  1912 5,746 

Total  fixtures  installed,  12  months  ending  February  28th,  1911 4,897 


Increase  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months 849 

Sewer  connections  for  12  months  ending  February  29th,  1912 423 

Sewer  connections  for  12  months  ending  February  28th,  1911 338 


Increase  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months 85 

Number  of  public  connections  made  with  sewer,  year  ending  February 

29th,  1912 385 

Number  of  private  connections  made  with  sewer,  year  ending  February 

29th,  1912 140 


Total  number  of  sewer  connections 525 

Note — Of  the  525  sewer  connections,  115  connections  were  made  with  the 
South  End  Sewer  Extension. 

Total  connections  for  years  1911  and  1912 190  connections 

Plumbing  permits  for  12  months  ending  February  29th,  1912 1,036 

Plumbing  permits  for  the  12  months  ending  February  28th,  1911      ...        641 


Increase  last  twelve  months  over  previous  twelve  months 

Total  house  connections  for  12  months  ending  February  29th,  1912. 
Total  house  connections  for  12  months  ending  February  28th,  1911 . 

Increase  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months 


395 

546 
459 
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No.  of 

Size  of 

Feet 

Sewer 

380 

8-incli 

250 

8  " 

150 

8  " 

533 

8  " 

350 

8  " 

120 

8  " 

125 

8  " 

1,080 

8  " 
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The    Following-    Private    Sewers    Were    Constructed    During    the    Twelve 
Months  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

Location 
North  on  Morgan,  from  manhole  on  Baker  Avenue. 
South  on  Stanford,  from  manhole  on  Baker  Avenue. 
West  on  Gray,  from  manhole  on  Hamilton, 
North  on  LaBranch,  from  manhole  on  Eagle  Avenue. 
West  on  Huntington,  from  manhole  on  Whitney. 
East  on  Huntington,  from  manhole  on  Whitney. 
South  on  Whitney  to  Huntington, 
West  on  Harrold,  from  manhole  between  Montrose 
Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
1,080         8     "  West  on  Oxford,  from  manhole  between  Montrose 

Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
1,080         8     "  West    on    Ross,    from    manhole    between    Montrose 

Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
1,080         8     "  West  on  West  Main,  from  manhole  between  Mont- 

rose Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
1,080         8     "  West  on  Colquitt,  from  manhole  between  Montrose 

Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
735         8     "  East  on  Colquitt,  from  manhole  between  Montrose 

Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
735         8     "  East  on  Branard,  from  manhole  between  Montrose 

Boulevard  and  Terry  Street. 
604         8     "  South  on  Jackson,  from  manhole  on  Elgin  Avenue. 

700         8     "  South  on  Crawford,  from  manhole  on  Elgin  Avenue. 

115        8     "  East  on  Francis,  from  manhole  on  Crawford  Street. 

515         8     "  East  on  Francis,  from  manhole  on  Jackson  Street. 

1,080         8     "  West  in  alley  between  Lovett  and  Westheimer  Road, 

from  manhole  in  center  of  block  26. 
1,080         8     "  West  in  alley  between  Hawthorne  and  Lovett  Bou- 

levard, from  manhole  in  center  of  block  27. 
755         8     "  East   in   alley   between   Oxford   and   Kipling,   from 

manhole  in  alley  in  block  30. 
650         8     "  East  in  alley  between  Kipling  and  Harrold,  from 

manhole  in  alley  in  block  29. 
520         8     "  East  in  alley  between  Harrold  and  Hawthorne,  from 

manhole  in  alley  in  block  28. 
400         8     "  East  in  alley  between  Hawthorne  and  Lovett  Boule- 

vard, from  manhole  in  alley  in  block  27. 
240         8     "  East  in  alley  between  Lovett  Boulevard  and  West- 

heimer Road. 
120         8     "  East  on  Westheimer  Road,  from  east  line  of  Grant. 

1,120         8     "  West  on  Avondale,  from  manhole  on  Ariel  Street. 

290         8     "  North  on  Whitney,  from  manhole  on  Avondale  Ave. 

417         8     "  North  on  Hopkins,  from  manhole  on  Avondale  Ave. 

290         8     "  North  on  Stanford,  from  manhole  on  Avondale  Ave. 

1,050         8     "  West    in    alley    between    Avondale    and    Hathaway 

Street,  from  manhole  on  Ariel  Street. 
950         8     "  West  in  alley  between  Lovett  Boulevard  and  Hatha- 

way, from  manhole  on  Ariel  Street. 
600        8     "  North  on  San  Jacinto  Street,  from  Alabama  Avenue. 

3,878       10     "  North    in    alley   between    Montrose    Boulevard   and 

Terry  Street,  from  manhole  on  Colquitt  Avenue, 
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No.  of  Size  of 

Feet  Sewer  Location 

2,850  10-inch  North  on  Ariel  Street  and  in  alley  between  Garrott 
and  Audubon  Place,  from  manhole  on  West  Ala- 
bama. 

2,760  15     "  West  on  West  Alabama,  from  manhole  on  Day  St. 

250         6     "  West  on  Webster  Avenue  from  Hamilton  Street. 

300  6     "  West  on  West  Main  Street,  from  Bute  Street. 

100         6     "  North  on  West  Main  Street,  from  West  Main  Street. 

300  6     "  West  on  Kane  Street,  from  Sabine  Street. 

225  6     "  South  on  Terry  Street,  from  Noble  Street. 

175  6     "  South  on  Terry  Street,  from  Noble  Street. 

275  6     "  North  on  Silver  Street,  from  Washington  Avenue. 

Total  number  of  feet  of  private  sewer  laid,  year  ending  February 

29,  1912   31,387 

Total  number  of  feet  of  private  sewer  laid,  year  ending  February 

28,  1911 7,555 

Increase  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months,  feet 23,832 

Total  number  of  feet  of  public  sewer  laid  year  ending  Feb.  29,  1912,  2,470 
Length  of  sewers  laid  during  the  12  months  ending  February 

29,  1912  6.41  Miles 

The  Following  Sewers  Were  Constructed  by  the  City  for  the  Year  Ending 

February  29,  1912. 
No.  of      Size  of 
Feet        Sewer  Location 

1,681         8-inch         On  LaBranch  Street,  from  Elgin  to  Alabama. 

339  8     "  On  MacGregor  Avenue,  from  LaBranch  to  Austin. 

340  8     "  On  Alabama  Avenue,  from  LaBranch  to  Austin. 
110         8     "           On  Alabama  Avenue,  from  LaBranch  to  Crawford. 

Cost  of  LaBranch  Street  sewer $1,387.20 

Cost  of  MacGregor  Avenue  sewer 520.20 

Cost  of  Alabama  Avenue  sewer 693.60 

STOHM  WATER  SEWERS. 

Sawyer  Street  Sewer. 

(From  Washington  Avenue  to  Decatur  Street.) 

Length 541  ft. 

Size,  diameter 5  ft. 

Total  cost $6,615.73 

Cost  per  lineal  foot $12,228 

The  Following  Storm  Water  Sewers  Are  ITow  "Under  Construction. 

No.  Size 

Feet  Pipe 

On  Texas  Avenue,  from  Brazos  Street  to  Smith  Street.  .  .357  24-inch 

On  Brazos  Street,  from  Texas  Avenue  to  the  Bayou 94  24     " 

On  Smith  Street,  from  Texas  Avenue  to  Capitol  Avenue.  .353  24     " 
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Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir: — I  hereto  attach  tabulated  statement,  showing 
value  of  buildings,  repairs,  etc.,  constructed  during  the  past 
year,  and  fees  collected  by  this  department. 

Expenses  of  the  department  are  shown  in  the  report  of 
the  City  Engineer. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  electric  sign  ordinance  be  re- 
vised, that  all  electric  signs  be  hung  vertical  or  up  against 
the  building. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  X.  NORRIS, 
City  Building  Inspector. 
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Number  of  Building-  Permits  and  Amount  of  Fees  for  the  Twelve  Months 
Ending  February  28,  1911,  and  February  29,  1912. 

, 1910-1911 ^  r 1911-1912 ^ 

Perraits       Fees                    Permits  Fees 

March  73         $    191.00                    105  $    483.50 

April  61              272.50                       63  207.50 

May 76             250.50                      85  172.00 

June    78             151.50                      75  188.00 

July    66              193.00                       91  220.00 

August    88              199.00                       73  253.50 

September  71             815.30                      91  229.50 

October    67             136.50                      68  275.00 

November 78             130.00                      67  173.00 

December    62             195.00                      37  137.00 

January    74              508.50                       73  353.00 

February 81              169.50                       98  287.00 

Totals   875         $3,212.30                     926  $2,979.00 

Total  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1911 875  $3,212.30 

Total  for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1912 926  2,979.00 

Decrease  last  12  months  from  previous  12  months. .   51  $    233.30 


Permit  Valuation  of  Additions  and  Repairs  During  the  Twelve  Months 
Ending  February  28,  1911,  and  February  29,  1912. 

, 1910-1911 ,  , 1911-1912 ^ 

Permits    Valuation              Permits  Valuation 

March  70         $20,605.00                     83  $20,628.00 

April   56             18,030.00                     80  16,730.00 

May 76             18,387.00                   115  29,667.00 

June 59             18,430.00                     86  18,315.00 

July    63             14,225.00                     94'  18,800.00 

August    56             18,175.00                     98  22,562.00 

September   63             17,620.00                   109  27,207.00 

October    60             11,465.00                     99  28,959.00 

November   44             15,645.00                     75  12,723.00 

December   55               9,608.00                    49  9,397.00 

January   64             11,925.00                     98  37,420.00 

February 51             15,155.00                   126  38,967.00 

Totals   717         $189,270.00                1,112  $281,375.00 

Total  for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1912 1,112  $281,375.00 

Total  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1911 717  189,270.00 

Increase  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months  395  $  92,105.00 
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Classifications  of  Permanent  Improvements 

No.  of  No.  of 

Permits        Kind  of  Building 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 
247 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 
589 
18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

926  

Valuation  of  926  permits,  year  ending  February  29,  1912.  . 
Valuation  of  868  permits,  year  ending  February  28,  1911. . 

Increase  in  value,  year  ending  February  29,  1912 

Valuation  of  temporary  permits,  year  ending  Feb.  29,  1912. 
Valuation  of  temporary  permits,  year  ending  Feb.  28,  1911. 

Increase  in  value,  year  ending  February  29,  1912 

Total  value,  permanent  and  temporary,  year  ending  1912. . 

Total  value,  permanent  and  temporary,  year  ending  1911. . 

Increase  in  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months.  . 

Islote — Two  or  more  houses  were  taken  out  on  one  permit 


18-story  fireproof  hotel    

10-story  fireproof  hotel 

7-story  fireproof  office  building 

6-story  fireproof  hotel    

6-story  fireproof  office  building 

4-story  fireproof  building  

3-story  fireproof  buildings    - 

3-story  brick  hotel  and  theatre  building.. 

3-story  brick  flats  

3-story  brick  buildings   

3-story  brick  warehouse  

3-story  brick  office  building 

3-story  concrete  building  and  remodeling. 

2-story  brick  warehouses  

2-story  brick  flats 

2-story  brick  stores 

2-story  brick  office  building 

2-story  brick  buildings   

2-story  brick  residences   

2-story  concrete  building  

2-story  concrete  warehouse  

2-story  frame  apartments 

2-story  wood  warehouses   

2-story  stucco  residence   

2-story  frame  residences  

Brick  church  

1-story  brick  buildings   

1-story  brick  office  and  car  shed 

1-story  brick  warehouses 

1-story  brick  building  (not  built) 

1-story  cement  block  building 

Frame  churches 

Frame  club  house 


Cottages  748 

Iron  and  frame  warehouses. 

Open-air  theatre 

Automobile  garage  

Fireproof  addition   

Storage  oil  tank 

Oil  plant 

Bread  plant  

Viaduct    

Remodelings  


ildin^ 

^s  Valuation 

1 

$  500,000.00 

1 

195,000.00 

1 

150,000.00 

1 

70,000.00 

1 

135,000.00 

1 

150,000.00 

2 

117,000.00 

1 

65,000.00 

2 

31,300.00 

4 

126,500.00 

1 

4,500.00 

1 

18,000.00 

1 

60,000.00 

5 

61,000.00 

2 

32,000.00 

2 

9,000.00 

1 

33,000.00 

5 

36,300.00 

3 

87,500.00 

1 

40,000.00 

1 

14,000.00 

3 

22,000.00 

5 

9,350.00 

1 

16,000.00 

262 

811,985.00 

1 

56,000.00 

6 

87,100.00 

1 

20,000.00 

2 

12,000.00 

1 

8,000.00 

1 

3,000.00 

3 

4,650.00 

1 

2,500.00 

748 

576,235.00 

19 

84,040.00 

1 

4,000.00 

1 

500.00 

1 

14.900.00 

1 

5,000.00 

1 

10,650.00 

1 

16,500.00 

1 

350,000.00 

2 

47,500.00 

1,101 


$3,997,010.00 


$3,997 
3,152. 


010.00 
820.00 


844,190.00 


281. 
189, 


375.00 
270.00 


92,105.00 


;4,278 
3,342 


385.00 
090.00 


936,295.00 
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OF 


JAS.  E.  NIDAY, 

CITY  ATTORNEY, 

For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  ATTORNEY, 


Houston,  Texas,  March  12,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston, 

Dear  Sir  : — Herewith  I  submit  a  brief  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Legal  Department  of  the  City  of  Houston  for  the 
year  ending  the  29th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1912. 

During  seven  months  of  the  past  fiscal  year  Judge  Wil- 
liam H.  Wilson  w^as  City  Attorney.  On  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1911,  he  resigned  said  position  to  become  General  Attor- 
ney for  the  International  &  Great  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  thus  end- 
ing a  term  of  five  and  one-half  years  in  the  service  of  the  city. 
During  this  term  the  writer  was  Assistant  City  Attorney. 
To  recount,  even  briefly,  the  achievements  of  the  Legal  De- 
partment during  said  period  would  go  beyond  the  proper 
limits  of  this  report.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that  the  legal 
rights  of  the  city  have  been  carefully  protected  and  the  con- 
constructive  policy  adopted  and  pursued  along  many  lines 
has  borne  fruit,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  during  many 
years  yet  to  come.  Those  best  acquainted  with  the  distin- 
guished services  rendered  by  Judge  Wilson  appreciate  them 
most,  and  when  tested  by  time  the  work  thus  quietly  accom- 
plished will  be  seen  in  its  true  perspective. 

"The  longer  on  this  earth  we  live, 
And  weigh  the  various  qualities  of  men, 
The  more  we  feel  the  high,  stern-featured  beauty 
Of  plain  devdtedness  to  duty; 
Steadfast  and  still,  nor  paid  with  mortal  praise, 
But  finding  amplest  recompense, 
For  life's  ungarlanded  expense. 
In  work  done  squarely,  and  unwasted  days." 

During  the  past  year  only  a  few  suits  have  been  filed 
against  the  city  for  damages  and  no  great  amount  is  in- 
volved in  those  that  have  been  filed.     Three  suits  for  dam- 


Report  of  City  Attorney.  109 

ages,  involving  claims  amounting  to  about  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  have  been  tried.  In  one  of  these,  involving  a  claim 
for  personal  injuries  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
there  was  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  city.  In  the  other  two, 
involving  damage  to  abutting  property  because  of  the  depth 
and  width  of  an  open  drain  in  front  thereof,  there  were 
judgments  against  the  city  aggregating  about  one  thousand 
dollars.  The  latter  cases  are  pending  on  appeal  before  the 
Court  of  Civil  Appeals  at  Galveston. 

Another  suit,  involving  an  important  regulation  of  the 
Water  Department,  resulted  adversely  to  the  city  and  is  on 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Texas. 

Another  case  has  been  tried  recently,  involving  a  portion 
of  Water  Street  at  and  near  its  intersection  with  Fannin 
Street  and  being  a  portion  of  the  wharf  front  along  Buffalo 
Bayou.  The  verdict  in  this  case  recognized  Water  Street 
and  the  wharf  frontage  on  the  Bayou,  although  a  portion 
thereof,  as  contended  for  by  the  city,  was  not  recovered. 
Because  of  the  great  importance  of  the  Bayou  frontage  and 
the  great  need  of  every  foot  thereof  for  wharf  purposes,  this 
case  will  also  be  appealed  with  the  expectation  of  recovering 
the  entire  limits  claimed  by  the  city. 

There  has  been  the  usual  large  amount  of  routine  office 
work  in  the  way  of  preparation  of  ordinances,  the  drawing 
of  contracts  and  the  preparation  of  opinions  on  law  ques- 
tions arising  in  the  conduct  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  city  government. 

Owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  City 
Charter,  providing  a  method  of  street  pavement  in  accord- 
ance with  the  front-foot  rule,  the  hitherto  heavy  work  of  the 
office  has  been  very  considerably  augmented. 

In  the  matter  of  the  collection  of  delinquent  taxes,  the 
work  has  been  thoroughly  systematized  and  is  being  vigor- 
ously prosecuted.  This  branch  of  the  work  is  being  handled 
by  Mr.  T.  L.  Dunn. 

In  accordance  with  the  charter  the  City  Attorney  is  rep- 
resented at  the  daily  sessions  of  the  Corporation  Court  held 
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at  9  o'clock  A.  M.  and  4  o'clock  P.  M.  This  branch  of  the 
work  is  handled  by  Mr.  D.  E.  Hume,  and,  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed,  there  was  assessed  and  collected  in  said 
court  fines  and  costs  aggregating  in  amount  $23,435.35,  all 
of  which,  under  the  charter,  is  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer 
and  goes  into  the  general  revenues  of  the  city. 

The  clerical  work  of  the  office  is  handled  by  Mr.  C.  R. 
Landers. 

On  behalf  of  each  member  of  the  Legal  Department  I 
wish  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  for  the  uni- 
form courtesy  and  consideration  shown  to  said  department. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Jas.  E.  Niday, 

City  Atto7iiey. 
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Arrests  Made  During  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


March,        1911 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January,    1912 454 

February, 


White , 

r Colored— -^ 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

325 

21 

191 

40 

577 

360 

14 

143 

32 

549 

477 

16 

270 

67 

830 

415 

30 

181 

59 

685 

400 

21 

191 

39 

651 

369 

25 

244 

33 

671 

326 

23 

180 

54 

583 

381 

21 

140 

22 

564 

574 

13 

133 

29 

749 

456 

5 

234 

23 

718 

454 

9 

183 

39 

685 

391 

10 

155 

33 

589 

Totals   4,928 


208 


2,245 


470 


7,851 
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Violating  State  Laws. 

Assault 284 

Assault,  aggravated   87 

Assault,  to  murder 118 

Assault,  to  rape 1 

Assault,  to  rob 5 

Arson 5 

Arson,  attempted  1 

Abusive  language 100 

Burglary 109 

Carrying  a  pistol 90 

Carrying  a  dirk 4 

Carrying  knucks  4 

Cruelty  to  animals 21 

Drunkenness   1,766 

Disturbing  the  peace 763 

Disposing  of  mortgaged  property 3 

Embezzlement    10 

Enticing  minor  from  home 1 

Exhibiting  a  game 1 

Fighting   452 

Forgery    31 

Gaming  369 

Impersonating  an  officer 1 

Indecent  exposure  of  person 1 

Incest   1 

Keeping  a  disorderly  house 8 

Malicious  mischief  9 

Murder  22 

Perjury 3 

Pandering 1 

Rape   5 

Robbery   10 

Receiving  and  concealing  stolen  property 9 

Saloon,  operating  without  a  license 2 

Selling  opium 2 

Seriously  threatening  life 8 

Seduction   2 

Selling  liquor  to  minors 1 

Slander   1 

Swindling    9 

Theft,  felony  58 

Theft,  misdemeanor 160 

Theft,  from  the  person 24 

Theft,  of  horse 4 

Train  riding 18 

Vagrancy  1,214 

Violating  election  law 3 

Violating  liquor  law 13 

Violating  pure  food  law 3 

Violating  Sunday  law 21 

Violating  State  banking  law 1 

Total 5,839 
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Violating"  City  Ordinances. 

Automobiles,  speeding 185 

Automobiles,  no  number 6 

Automobiles,  no  lights 1 

Accompanying  a  lewd  woman 28 

Bicycle  riding  on  sidewalk 8 

Building  without  a  permit 1 

Causing  a  collision 34 

Discharging  firearms  in  the  city  limits 6 

Driving  over  fire  hose 8 

Driving  fast  over  bridge 6 

Driving  fast  over  streets 7 

Driving  through  funeral  procession 9 

Failing  to  make  sewer  connections 1 

Hogs,  keeping  in  city  limits 2 

Intrusion  unlawfully  9 

Interfering  with  an  officer  in  discharge  of  duty 9 

Loitering  in  and  around  houses  of  prostitution 79 

Obstructing  streets   4 

Obstructing  sidewalks  _ 6 

Operating  theatre  without  a  license 1 

Peddling  without  a  license 2 

Permitting  minors  to  play  pool 3 

Permitting  a  minor  in  house  of  prostitution 2 

Preaching  on  street  without  a  permit 1 

Registering  in  hotel  as  man  and  wife,  when  not  so 66 

Spitting  on  sidewalks 1 

Spitting  in  street  cars 7 

Street  walking , 29 

Sleeping  in  a  public  place 9 

Selling  adulterated  milk 1 

Smoking  in  street  cars 1 

Turning  in  a  false  fire  alarm 3 

Teams,  leaving  unhitched 16 

Trespassing   10 

Violating  Traffic  ordinance 271 

Violating  Plumbers  ordinance 5 

Violating  Sanitary  ordinance 1 

Violating  Article  444 4 

Violating  Street  Car  ordinance 5 

Violating  Sweeping  ordinance 4 

Violating  Theatre  ordinance 2 

Violating  Depot  ordinance 16 

Violating  Move-on  ordinance 4 

Violating  Fire  ordinance 6 

Violating  Goo-Goo  Eye  ordinance 1 

Violating  Market  ordinance 4 

Violating  Water  ordinance 1 

Violating  Pawnbroker  ordinance 1 

Violating  Gasoline  ordinance 8 

Violating  Sign  ordinance 1 

Violating  Fruit  Stand  ordinance 1 

Violating  Article  457 2 

Total 898 
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Recapitulation. 

Violating  State  laws 5,839 

Violating  City  ordinances 898 

Suspicious  characters  1,082 

Fugitives  from  justice  (other  counties) 1 

United  States  deserters 4 

Lunacy  26 

Escaped  convict,  recaptured 1 

Total  7,851 

Number  of  head  of  stock  impounded 2,282 

Number  of  dogs  destroyed 673 

Total  Number  of  Runs  Made,  and  Number  of  Miles  Traveled  by  Patrol 
Wagon  During  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

r Day ^  r Night ^ 


Runs  Miles  Runs  Miles 

March,        1911 158  260  204  326 

April,             "     172  263  221  381 

May,              "    210  381  291  490 

June,              "    190  318  233  351 

July,              "    185  300  226  365 

August,         "    195  331  208  387 

September,  "    185  301  191  327 

October,        "    199  298  189  334 

November,    "    209  324  215  326 

December,    "    227  310  222  319 

January,    1912 199  305  206  324 

February,     "    195  297  218  349 

Total    2,324        3,688  2,624        4,279 

Force  of  the  Department. 

1  Chief $  3,000.00 

1  Assistant  Chief 1,560.00 

2  Sergeants    2,640.00 

1  Roundsman  1,140.00 

4  Clerks    4,740.00 

11  Detectives 12,300.00 

1  Warrant  Officer 1,140.00 

1  Turnkey  960.00 

2  Patrol  Drivers 1,920.00 

18  Mounted  Officers 20,520.00 

4  Motorcycle  Officers 3,840.00 

58  Patrolmen 5o,680.00 

2  Chauffeurs 1,920.00 


106 Total $111,360.00 
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Revenue  Police  Department. 

Fines  and  Special 

Month              Cost  Pound  Dog  Tax 

Mar.  1911..$  1,273.15  $    266.25     $ 

April,    "    ..     1,842.40  228.50       

May,      "    ..     2,784.10  185.50  15.00 

June,    "    .  .     2,332.20  234.50  320.00 

July,     "    ..     1,944.05  151.25  78.00 

Aug.,     "     ..      1,804.70  193.75  38.00 

Sept.,    "    .  .     1,962.55  248.85  40.00 

Oct.,      "    . .     1,589.10  127.50      

Nov.,     "    ..     2,076.10  293.75  1.00 

Dec,      "    .  .     1,342.05  248.25      

Jan.,  1912..     1,984.40  270.00      

Feb.,     "    ..     1,546.40  312.00      

Total... $22,481.20  $2,760.10  $492.00 


Detail 

Other 

Total 

$    162.50 

$  70.50 

$  1,772.40 

160.00 

11.00 

2,241.90 

■162.50 

8.50 

3,155.60 

162.50 

106.65 

3,155.85 

160.00 

2,333.30 

162.50 

71.25 

2,270.20 

160.00 

43.85 

2,455.25 

160.00 

29.10 

1,905.70 

160.00 

41.70 

2,572.55 

170.65 



1,760.95 

182.50 

62.20 

2,499.10 

160.00 

68.00 
$512.75 

2,086.40 

$1,963.15 

$28,209.20 

Comparative  Statement. 


1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

Total   arrests. .  . 

4,480 

4,291 

5,092 

5,928 

7,851 

Stock  im- 

pounded   

2,461 

2,529 

2,836 

5,746 

2,282 

Wagon  calls  — 

2,772 

2,441 

2,898 

3,713 

4,948 

Wagon  mileage., 

3,942 

3,812 

4,6t^ 

6,381 

7,967 

Pound   fees 

$  3,319.65 

$  2,994.10 

$  3,708.55 

$  3,666.10 

$  2,760.10 

Fines  and  costs, 

,  13,975.41 

11,844.15 

16,924.40 

17,692.35 

22,481.20 

Dog  tax 

545.00 

582.00 

284.00 

905.00 

492.00 

Special  detail. . 

3,638.10 

2,428.50 

2,238.00 

2,494.80 

1,963.15 

Cost  of  Operating-  the  Police  Department  for  the  Year  Ending 
February  29,  1912. 

Salaries $116,516.00 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  wagon  and  harness 192.60 

Live  stock,  replacement  and  keep 675.83 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings 57.99 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 2,487.87 

Light  and  heat 426.98 

Subsistence  of  prisoners 3,589.60 

Stationery  and  printing 203.75 

Other   2,727.03 

Pound    620.78 

Repairs,  pound 25.65 

Total    $127,524.08 
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Comparatve  Statement  of  Revenues  and  Operating  Expenses  of  the 
Police  Department. 

Year  Revenues        Operating  Expenses 

1901 $    9,891.90  $  62,274.97 

1902 12,603.50  62,498.66 

1903 13,407.15  58,604.97 

1904 16,414.85  64,506.55 

1905 20,458.55  69,446.52 

1906 28,094.75  71,857.90 

1907 21,676.41  72,782.67 

1908 17,926.15  86,354.46 

1909 23,274.70  98,656.99 

1910 25,202.60  111,867.53 

1911 28,209.20  127,524.08 

Report  of  Detective  Department  for  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 

Abusive  language   9 

Accompanying  lewd  women 2 

Aggravated  assault 17 

Allowing  minor  to  play  pool 3 

Arson 4 

Assault 27 

Assault  to  murder 43 

Assault  to  rape 1 

Assault  to  rob 1 

Attempted  burglary  1 

Auto  speeding 2 

Burglary 75 

Carrying  brass  knucks 1 

Carrying  a  pistol 22 

Causing  a  collision 3 

Concealing  stolen  property 4 

County  convict  recaptured 1 

Deserters  1 

Disorderly  conduct   1 

Disturbing  the  peace 97 

Disposing  of  mortgaged  property 2 

Drunk    86 

Embezzlement 5 

False  fire  alarm 1 

Fast  driving 1 

Fast  driving  over  bridge 1 

Fighting 37 

Forgery    42 

Fornication 1 

Fugitive 1 

Gaming   172 

Keeping  a  disorderly  house 4 

Loitering  in  house  of  prostitution 46 

Lunacy    12 

Malicious  mischief  1 

Murder  14 

Pandering   1 

Perjury 1 

Rape  2 
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Receiving  and  concealing  stolen  property 4 

Registering  as  man  and  wife,  when  not  so 20 

Riding  over  fire  hose 1 

Robbery  by  assault 2 

Robbery 3 

Selling  whiskey  to  minors 1 

Selling  whiskey,  no  license 1 

Selling  opium 1 

Seriously  threatening  life 4 

Slander   1 

Spitting  on  street  cars 2 

Street  walking  15 

Suspicion 477 

Swindling 5 

Theft 85 

Theft,  felony 39 

Theft,  from  the  person 9 

Theft,  of  horse. 2 

Train  riding 1 

Vagrancy    486 

"Violating  Article  444 1 

Violating  Pawnbroker  ordinance 1 

Violating  Liquor  law 4 

Violating  Sunday  law , 21 

Violating  State  Banking  law 1 

Violating  Traffic  ordinance 2 

Total 1,934 

Property  Stolen  and  Lost,  Recovered  and  TTnrecovered. 

Stolen  property  recovered $16,176.52 

Stolen  property  unrecovered 21,432.96 

Total  stolen  property $37,609.48 


Lost  property  recovered. ...,., $      405.00 

Lost  property  unrecovered 2,335.00 

Total  lost  property $  2,740.00 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


CLARENCE  R.  GEORGE, 

CITY  ELECTRICIAN, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  ELECTRICIAN. 


Houston,  Texas,  February  29,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mo.yor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  submit  this  my  annual  report  of 
the  Electrical  Department  for  the  year  ending  February 
29th,  1912.  This  report  contains  a  full  statement  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  management  of  the  department,  ex- 
tensions of  the  fire  alarm  system,  the  installation  of  the 
police  patrol  signal  system,  a  part  of  which  has  been  in- 
stalled during  the  past  year,  electrical  inspection  of  house 
wiring,  etc. 

Ornamental  Street  Liglitiog  System. 

Following  out  your  instructions  for  completing  plans  for 
improving  the  street  lighting  for  the  business  section  of  the 
city,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  these  plans  for 
the  improved  lighting  system  have  been  completed  and  I 
expect  within  the  next  sixty  days  that  the  new  system  of 
lighting  will  be  in  use. 

The  installation  of  this  system  of  street  lighting  for  the 
business  section  of  the  city  has  been  arranged  for  the  light- 
ing on  the  Main  Street  viaduct,  and  the  ornamental  iron 
poles  to  be  used  in  combination  for  the  arc  lamps  and  sup- 
port of  the  trolley  span  wires. 

Underground  Conduit  System  Under  Roadway  of  Viaduct. 

I  would  recommend  an  underground  conduit  system  be 
placed  in  the  roadway  of  the  viaduct  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding underground  way  for  all  wires  of  such  wire  service 
companies  that  wish  to  run  wires  and  cables  to  the  north 
side  of  the  city. 

This  system  could  be  installed  and  all  duct  space  rented 
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to  such  companies  that  desired  to  use  it,  and  would  be  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  city. 

I  am  now  preparing  plans  for  connecting  the  north  side 
of  the  city  with  the  Central  Fire  Alarm  office  for  fire  alarm 
and  police  signal  service  by  underground  cables  over  the  via- 
duct in  the  proposed  conduit  system  over  the  viaduct. 

Other  Underground  Conduit  Systems. 

During  the  past  year  the  Southwestern  Telegraph  &  Tele- 
phone Company  have  extended  their  underground  system  to 
such  points  that  have  enabled  them  to  remove  a  great  many 
of  their  poles  and  wires. 

The  removal  of  such  poles  and  wires  has  caused  this  de- 
partment considerable  expense  as  it  was  necessary  for  the 
removal  of  all  city  wires  from  their  poles  to  such  poles  as 
would  sustain  our  fire  alarm  and  police  wires. 

In  such  places  in  the  business  section  of  the  city  where 
poles  have  been  taken  down  we  have  placed  the  city  wires 
underground  in  the  conduit  systems  of  the  Southwestern 
Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  and  the  Houston  Home 
(Automatic)  Telephone  Company.  And  with  these  under- 
ground facilities  at  hand  and  by  the  use  of  a  combination  of 
the  conduits  of  the  two  companies,  this  department  is  well 
equipped  for  removing  all  of  the  fire  alarm  and  police  signal 
wires  from  poles  and  placing  them  underground  in  the  old 
fire  limits  of  the  city. 

The  Houston  Home  (Automatic)  Telephone  Company  have 
completed  their  underground  system  and  have  removed  all 
of  the  old  poles  that  belonged  to  the  Citizens  Telephone 
Company. 

The  Houston  Lighting  &  Power  Company  have  about 
completed  their  underground  system  and  will  begin  the  re- 
moval of  their  pole  lines  in  the  business  section,  thereby  giv- 
ing direct  service  by  way  of  underground  cables  from  their 
plant. 
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Underground  Cables  For  Fire  Alarm  and  Police  Signal 

System. 

I  have  placed  underground  for  the  city's  fire  alarm  and 
police  signal  systems  about  20,000  feet  of  cable,  which  ex- 
tends over  about  two-thirds  of  the  business  section  of  the 
city,  and  have  on  hand  about  3,000  feet  more  to  pull  in ;  this 
will  be  pulled  in  just  as  soon  as  the  telephone  company  have 
finished  enlarging  their  manholes. 

In  placing  the  city  wires  underground  I  have  placed  each 
fire  alarm  and  each  police  box  on  an  ornamental  iron  post 
and  have  equipped  these  posts  with  a  red  light  for  fire  alarm 
box  and  a  green  light  for  police  box,  which  makes  them  very 
conspicuous  at  night  as  well  as  by  day.  These  lights  have 
not  been  put  into  use  yet  on  account  of  the  lighting  company 
not  having  connected  their  underground  service,  but  will  be 
in  use  as  soon  as  these  connections  have  been  made. 

The  object  of  these  colored  lights  is  for  the  purpose  of 
locating  a  fire  alarm  box  at  night,  as  the  red  light  will  be 
burning  between  the  hours  of  6  P.  M.  and  6  A.  M.,  or  from 
sundown  to  sunrise. 

The  lights  over  the  police  patrol  boxes  will  be  green,  but 
will  not  be  burning  all  night  like  those  over  the  fire  alarm 
boxes,  but  will  only  burn  (flash)  when  an  officer  on  his 
beat  is  being  called  or  signaled  from  headquarters. 

The  distribution  of  and  location  of  fire  alarm  boxes  in  the 
business  section  of  the  city,  if  carried  out  as  I  have  laid  the 
plans  and  arranged  the  underground  system,  cannot  be  im- 
proved on.  In  planning  this  system  I  have  arranged  the 
present  distribution  of  boxes  so  that  every  alternate  corner 
beginning  at  Commerce  going  south  and  Smith  going  east 
will  have  a  fire  alarm  box,  and  every  other  alternate  corner 
will  have  a  police  signal  box. 

This  system  of  placing  fire  alarm  boxes  is  in  accord  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Underwriters  and  gives  the  public 
facilities  near  at  hand  for  calling  the  fire  department. 
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Police  Patrol  Signal  System. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  installed  the  Gamewell  Police 
Patrol  Signal  System,  a  part  of  which  is  now  in  service  to 
the  Police  Department,  and  I  expect  to  have  the  entire  system 
completed  within  the  next  few  months. 

The  use  and  value  of  the  Police  Patrol  Signal  System  is 
a  municipal  utility  that  is  not  generally  understood  by  the 
public ;  however,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors  to  a 
city  by  the  police  department's  proper  use  of  its  purpose 
as  it  is  the  only  means  by  which  the  heads  of  the  department 
can  keep  in  touch  with  each  and  every  officer  on  their  re- 
spective beats. 

There  are  many  ways  that  this  system  can  be  used  by  the 
Police  Department  which  will  add  to  the  efficiency  of  any 
police  department,  if  taken  advantage  of  and  instructions 
issued  accordingly. 

To  go  into  the  full  details  of  its  merits  would  be  too  exten- 
sive for  this  report,  however,  I  herein  make  mention  of  its 
principal  and  most  important  points  of  value,  which  are  as 
follows : 

The  boxes  are  distributed  through  the  city  and  connected 
direct  with  the  police  desk  (switchboard)  now  located  in 
the  fire  alarm  office  and  attended  by  the  fire  alarm  operators. 
In  each  of  the  patrol  boxes  there  are  seven  separate  and  dis- 
tinct signals  and  a  telephone.  The  signals  are  designated  as 
f ollov/s :  Wagon  Call ;  Ambulance ;  Telephone  Call ;  Reports 
No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3 ;  Fire,  and  the  regular  telephone. 

When  an  officer  makes  an  arrest  he  goes  to  the  nearest 
box  and  inserts  his  key,  giving  it  a  turn,  which  sends  in  a 
signal  for  the  patrol  wagon.  If  he  wishes  to  call  an  ambu- 
lance he  unlocks  the  door  and  sets  the  indicator  to  the  word 
Ambulance,  then  pulls  the  lever  which  sends  in  the  signal 
indicating  that  an  ambulance  is  wanted  at  the  point  where 
this  box  is  located  according  to  the  number  of  the  box ;  this 
same  miovement  is  carried  out  for  sending  in  signals  for 
other  calls,  as  above  mentioned. 

When  an  officer  is  patrolling  his  beat,  as  he  passes  these 
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boxes  he  opens  the  door  and  sends  in  his  report  signal, 
which  indicates  the  character  of  the  call  combined  with  the 
number  of  the  box  and  registering  the  exact  time  and  date 
to  the  minute  that  he  made  his  report,  thereby  producing  a 
record  showing  his  duty  is  being  properly  performed. 

If  he  wishes  to  get  in  communication  with  the  Chief,  or 
other  heads  of  the  department,  there  is  a  telephone  in  the 
box  for  that  purpose,  and  by  asking  the  operator  he  will  get 
direct  connection.  These  telephone  calls  will  also  register 
automatically  the  number  of  the  box  from  which  they  come, 
and  the  date  and  time,  which  serves  to  make  an  indisputable 
record  showing  that  this  officer  was  in  certain  localities  at 
a  certain  time  and  date. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  features  of  this  system  is  the 
flashlight  and  bell  system  for  calling  the  officer  while  on 
his  beat,  the  use  of  which  is  best  explained  in  the  following 
way: 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  crime  has  been  committed, 
and  if  the  department  had  some  means  by  which  they  could 
advise  every  officer  throughout  the  city  of  this  fact,  the 
chances  are  that  the  perpetrator  could  be  apprehended  with- 
in a  very  short  time  after  notice  has  been  received  at  head- 
quarters. 

The  utilization  of  the  Flash  Light  System  is  the  one  means 
by  which  this  can  be  accomplished,  of  which  I  hereby  give  a 
description. 

Flash  Light  System. 

Over  each  and  every  police  patrol  signal  box  there  will  be 
a  green  light  and  bell,  which  will  be  under  direct  control  of 
the  operator  at  headquarters,  and  by  means  of  the  controlling 
device  any  code  of  signals  can  be  sent  out  and  flashed  on 
these  green  lights. 

If  some  crime  has  been  committed  and  it  is  necessary  to 
place  every  officer  on  lookout  for  the  perpetrator  it  is  only 
necessary  for  the  officials  at  headquarters  to  instruct  the 
operator  to  send  out  the  proper  signals  over  the  entire  city 
on  the  bells  by  day  and  the  lights  by  night,  or  both.    When 
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an  officer  sees  that  the  hght  is  flashing  or  the  bells  are  ring- 
ing it  will  be  his  duty  to  call  in  from  the  nearest  box  or  tele- 
phone for  his  instructions,  which  can  be  readily  given  him 
with  a  description  of  the  party  wanted. 

In  case  the  officials  at  headquarters  wish  to  issue  instruc- 
tions to  every  officer  in  the  city  while  they  are  on  their  beat, 
it  is  only  necessary  for  the  officer  in  charge  to  instruct  the 
operator  to  put  the  flashlight  system  in  operation,  which 
will  summon  every  officer  to  the  nearest  box  on  his  beat. 

If  it  becomes  necessary  to  call  any  one  particular  officer 
to  a  box,  the  operator  is  instructed  to  flash  the  number  of 
that  particular  officer,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  call  in  from  a 
box. 

At  any  time  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  concentrate  the 
entire  police  force  at  a  certain  point,  this  can  be  accom- 
plished by  sending  out  the  designated  code  signal  with  the 
location  number. 

It  enables  the  force,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  work  with  the 
greatest  efficiency.  It  keeps  every  officer  within  close  touch 
with  headquarters  while  making  his  rounds.  It  enables  the 
officer,  when  making  an  arrest,  to  immediately  summon  the 
wagon  or  assistance  without  having  to  leave  his  beat  and 
ask  the  use  of  someone's  telephone. 

The  system  as  a  whole  is  an  electrical  roundsman,  and 
there  are  many  advantages  that  it  can  be  used  for  by  the 
police  department. 

When  you  first  instructed  me  to  prepare  for  installing  a 
Police  Patrol  Signal  System  I  visited  other  cities  where  I 
knew  that  modern  systems  had  been  installed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigation. 

The  results  of  my  investigation  have  enabled  me  to  incor- 
porate in  this  system  every  feature  that  will  have  a  fendency 
to  increase  its  value  and  efficiency.  The  Gamewell  Company 
who  manufacture  this  apparatus,  have  informed  me  that 
the  Houston  system  is  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  sys- 
tem that  they  have  ever  turned  out  of  their  factory,  which 
is  an  acknowledgment  by  them  that  the  Houston  Police  De- 
partment is  equipped  with  the  most  modern  signal  system 
in  the  United  States. 
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Fire  Alarm  System. 

There  has  been  very  little  improvement  made  in  the  fire 
alarm  system  in  the  way  of  extending  the  lines  and  adding 
new  signal  boxes  in  the  residential  parts  of  the  city;  the 
improvement  having  all  been  done  in  the  business  district, 
which  consists  of  pulling  in  underground  cables  and  mount- 
ing the  boxes  on  iron  posts. 

As  an  improvement  to  the  telephone  service  for  the  Fire 
Department  I  have  had  installed  by  the  Southwestern  Tele- 
phone Company  a  private  branch  exchange  which  is  located 
in  the  Central  Fire  Alarm  Office.  This  consists  of  four  trunk 
lines  and  a  direct  line  to  each  engine  house  with  a  connection 
to  the  City  Hall  branch  exchange.  This  switchboard  is 
handled  by  the  fire  alarm  operators,  who  also  handle  all 
alarms  and  direct  the  movement  of  the  fire  apparatus. 

With  the  installation  of  this  private  branch  telephone  ex- 
change, the  police  patrol  desk  and  the  fire  alarm  transmit- 
ting device,  it  was  necessary  to  employ  three  operators  to 
work  eight-hour  shifts. 

These  operators  were  selected  from  the  Fire  Department, 
as  it  is  a  part  of  their  duty  to  understand^ow  the  depart- 
ment apparatus  shall  be  directed  on  the  very  impulse  of  every 
alarm,  and  must  be  familiar  with  every  part  of  the  city,  so 
that  the  apparatus  can  be  directed  without  error. 

The  approximate  value  of  the  fire  alarm  and  pohce  patrol 
signal  systems  is  about  $73,000.00. 

Expense  of  the  Department. 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  expense  of  the  depart- 
ment with  improvements,  betterments,  additions  and  exten- 
sion, maintenance,  etc. : 

Salary,  Superintendent  and  Operators $  4,434  60 

Salary,  Inspectors '_     2498.00 

Repairs  and  renewals  to  fire  alarm  and  police  patrol  signal 

systems,  including  salary  of  linemen  and  extra  labor 1,741.38 

Other  expense 1,785.68 

Total  Ordinary $10,459.66 

Extraordinary  10,909.76 


Grand  total 


$21,369.42 
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Electrical  Inspection. 

In  electric  wiring,  special  attention  must  be  given  to  all 
details  of  the  installation,  to  the  mechanical  execution  of  the 
work,  careful  and  neat  installation  of  the  wires,  and  appli- 
ances, fittings  and  material  is  installed  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  National  Electric  Code  (City  Ordinance),  for 
the  prevention  of  fire. 

To  properly  care  for  this  branch  of  the  department  and 
give  the  proper  attention  to  these  inspections,  it  requires 
that  the  inspector  must  make  several  trips  to  each  building 
under  construction,  and  where  large  buildings  are  unHer 
construction  it  is  necessary  for  the  inspector  to  make  daily 
visits  and  look  over  the  work  as  it  is  being  installed. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  the  increased 
number  of  buildings  going  up,  and  to  give  the  proper  atten- 
tion to  these  inspections  as  should  be,  I  wish  to  ask  that  I  be 
allowed  to  employ  an  additional  inspector,  so  as  to  provide 
the  owners  of  the  buildings  with  a  more  rigid  inspection. 
The  revenue  derived  therefrom  will  care  for  the  salary  of 
inspectors  of  the  department. 

At  present  there  is  only  one  regular  inspector,  and  this 
work  is  more  than  one  man  can  properly  attend  to  and  per- 
form his  duty  as  required  by  ordinance. 

REVENUE. 

Number  of  permits  issued  for  electric  wiring 1,850 

Number  of  permits  issued  for  electric  service 1,475 

Number  of  permits  issued  to  set  poles 228 

Number  of  poles  inspected 4,000 

Revenue  from  inspection  and  others $5,439.46 

Electrical  Work  for  Other  Departments. 

This  department  having  the  care  of  all  electrical  equip- 
ments in  the  other  city  departments  and  city  buildings,  I 
have  seen  that  the  proper  care  and  maintenance  have  been 
given. 

I  have  designed  the  new  switchboard  and  received  same 
for  the  Auditorium,  which  will  be  installed  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  changes  have  been  made  on  the  stage. 
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Rewired  the  assessment  room  at  the  City  Hall  for  an  im- 
proved hghting  system. 

I  have  drawn  a  complete  set  of  plans  and  specifications 
for  wiring  the  new  Rusk  School,  which  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  architect  and  ready  for  use  when  the  building  is 
started. 

The  City  Hall  and  Central  Fire  Station  were  decorated 
for  the  carnival  with  electric  illumination  as  usual. 

Recommendations. 

I  wish  to  recommend  that  an  ordinance  be  created  for  the 
purpose  of  requiring  all  electric  wiring  in  the  business  sec- 
tion of  the  city  to  be  placed  in  fireproof  conduit. 

Owing  to  the  increased  growth  of  the  city  I  wish  to  recom- 
m.end  that  about  fifty  more  fire  alarm  boxes  be  purchased, 
as  the  present  number  of  alarm  boxes  is  inadequate. 

On  account  of  the  increased  number  of  fire  alarm  circuits 
now  in  use,  that  we  replace  the  old  repeater  for  a  new  12-cir- 
cuit  repeater  of  the  manual  type  duplicate  alarm. 

That  we  install  a  six-circuit  gong  and  six-circuit  joker 
board  with  a  12-circuit  line  board. 

That  the  old  type  visual  indicators  now  in  use  in  the  fire 
stations  be  replaced  with  improved  tape  registers. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  and  the  Commissioners  for  the  assist- 
ance rendered  this  department  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty, 
and  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  any  improvements  contem- 
plated through  this  department  will  have  the  best  of  care 
and  attention.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  officials  of  the  Fire 
Department  who  have  at  all  times  given  this  department 
whatever  assistance  asked  for. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Clarence  R.  George, 

City  Electrician. 
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Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  ordinance  of  the  City 
of  Houston  requiring  an  annual  report  of  the  business  and 
conditions  of  each  department  under  your  jurisdiction,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  below  my  report  of  collections  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  February  29,  1912. 

March,        1911. $  1,554.00 

April,  "    1,676.25 

May,  "    , 1,873.75 

June,  "    1,939.50 

July,  "    1,815.75 

August,  "    1,666.25 

September,    "    1,655.75 

October,         "    1,635.25 

November,     "    1,664.25 

December,     "    1,620.00 

January,     1912 1,545.00 

February,      "    1,570.25 

Total  $20,216.00 

In  this  connection  it  seems  appropriate  to  call  attention  to 
the  increase  in  collections  over  last  year : 

The  collections  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  28,  1911. .  .$19,631.20 
The  collections  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  29,  1912.  . .   20,216.00 

Increase $      584.80 

The  collections  above  enumerated  represent  receipts  for 
wagon  privileges  during  the  year  just  ended,  amounting  to 
$4,515.00  and  from  stall  rentals  on  the  inside  of  the  Market 
$15,701.00. 

The  collections  from  the  wagons  show  that  during  the 
year  accommodations  provided  for  18,060  wagons. 

The  Market  House,  during  the  past  year,  enjoyed  a  very 
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liberal  patronage,  and  with  the  present  equipment  I  can  see 
no  immediate  necessity  for  further  improvements. 

It  has  been  my  aim  during  the  year  to  preserve  the  best 
sanitary  conditions,  and  from  the  few  complaints  I  believe 
I  have  succeeded  in  maintaining  the  usual  standard  of  clean- 
liness and  discipline. 

All  stalls  are  at  present  rented,  and  I  have  sufficient  ap- 
plicants for  vacancies  to  keep  them  rented  for  some  time  to 
come. 

There  are  no  back  rents  due,  and  all  rental  bills  for  va- 
rious locations  have  been  paid  promptly. 
Yours  respectfully, 

F.  J.  Ollre, 
Market  Master. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


DR.  GEO.  W.  LARENDON, 

HEALTH  OFFICER, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29 y  1912. 


REPORT  OF  HEALTH  OFFICER, 


Houston,  Texas,  March  8,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  duties  devolving  upon 
me,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  February  29th,  1912. 

The  most  noticeable  advance  that  has  been  made  in  the 
past  twelve  months  in  the  science  of  sanitation  is  that 
which  has  been  along  the  lines  in  educating  the  public.  The 
Board  of  Health,  Harris  County  Medical  Society,  the  United 
Charities  and  various  other  organizations,  have  assisted  this 
department  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  our  prevailing 
diseases. 

We  have  been  striving  for  a  number  of  years  to  educate 
the  public  in  the  art  of  sanitation;  the  results  of  this  are 
being  felt,  and  Houston  ranks  now  as  one  of  the  healthiest 
cities  in  the  South. 

During  the  past  two  months,  we  have  had  an  epidemic  of 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  which  has  prevailed  over  the  en- 
tire State.  We  have  had  ninety-one  cases  and  thirty-one 
deaths;  the  high  death  rate  being  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
patients  did  not  receive  the  serum  treatment  in  ample  time. 
We  have  exerted  every  effort  in  behalf  of  the  public  during 
the  epidemic,  night  and  day;  and  we  have  co-operated  with 
the  medical  profession  of  the  City  of  Houston  and  Harris 
County,  and  have  always  had  a  supply  of  serum  on  hand. 

We  have  fumigated  1,102  rooms  during  the  past  year;  of 
these  rooms  331  were  for  meningitis,  52  typhoid  fever,  21 
pneumonia,  270  tuberculosis,  46  smallpox,  2  chicken-pox,  82 
scarlet  fever,  156  diphtheria,  and  142  rooms  for  various 
other  causes. 
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Our  efficient  water  supply  and  extensions  have  given  the 
people  en  the  outskirts  of  the  city  the  benefit  of  pure  arte- 
sian water,  which  has  necessarily  done  away  with  the  ty- 
phoid fever  and  the  diseases  of  the  children. 

Our  laboratory,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Slataper, 
has  been  of  great  benefit  to  us  in  the  management  of  this 
department,  and  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  enlarged 
and  removed  from  the  room  we  now  occupy. 

We  have  given  the  people  of  the  City  of  Houston  a  better 
supply  of  milk  and  cleaner  food  products.  During  the  past 
summer,  I  am  happy  to  state,  we  did  not  have  a  single  case 
of  ptomaine  poisoning  due  to  ice  cream,  which  was  common 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  new  ordinance  providing  for  the 
inspection  of  said  plants. 

We  have  vaccinated  about  2,500  children,  treated  about 
5,000  sick  in  the  office,  and  have  treated  about  700  patients 
in  the  hospital. 

We  have  forced  sewer  connections  to  the  extent  of  155. 

Our  system  of  both  birth  and  death  records  is  today  effi- 
cient, and  as  a  result  our  births  outnumber  the  deaths  to  the 
extent  of  496. 

At  the  same  ratio,  population  102,000,  you  will  observe 
that  our  death  rate  has  increased  from  13.5  to  14.1  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  among  the  whites  was  11.25 
per  1,000,  and  among  the  colored  22.74  per  1,000;  the  high 
death  rate  among  the  colored  necessarily  raises  the  death 

rate  as  a  whole. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Geo.  W.  Larendon,  M.  D. 

City  Health  Officer, 
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DEATH  RATE  PEE  1,000  PER  ANNtTM. 
(Estimated  Population,  102,000.) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  per  annum 14. 12 

Death  rate  per  1,000  per  annum  among  whites 11 .  25 

Death  rate  per  1,000  per  annum  among  colored 22.74 

COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  FOR  MONTHS  OF  FISCAL  YEAR,  1911, 

AND   1910. 


I 


1 

s 

'3 

i 

1" 

S 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Male  white 

49 
26 
18 
33 

44 
38 
25 
22 

50 
25 
22 
32 

39 
26 
22 

28 

33 
11 
23 
21 

32 
26 
18 
21 

37 

27 
16 
13 

36 
19 
23 
34 

39 
35 
23 

27 

41 
38 
21 
20 

45 
39 

27 
29 

71 
35 
40 
22 

516 

Female  white     .  .  . 

345 

Male  Black     .  ... 

278 

Female,  Black 

302 

Total,  each  month. .  . 

126 

129 

129 

115 

88 

97 

93 

112 

124 

120 

140 

168 

1441 

AGES. 

Year 

Under    1  year 173 

1  to      5  years 90 

5  to    10  years 36 

10  to    20  years 94 

20  to    30  years 191 

30  to    40  years 199 

40  to    50  years 178 

50  to    60  years 165 

60  to    70  years 159 

70  to    80  years 110 

80  to    90  years 34 

90  to  100  years 12 

Not  stated 


NATIVITIES. 

Year 

Houston 147 

Texas 578 

United  States,  elsewhere 408 

Ireland 22 

England,  Scotland,  Wales 22 

Germany 60 

Greece 1 

Mexico 22 

France 6 

Canada 6 

Italy 6 

Russia 6 

Switzerland 7 

Austria 6 

Sweden 5 

Bulgaria 1 

Denmark 1 

Not  stated 137 


1,441 


1,441 


Report  of  Health  Officer.  147 


SOCIAL  RELATIONS. 

Year 

Married 497 

Widows 182 

Widowers 84 

Single 580 

Divorced 13 

Not  stated 85 

1,441 


BURIAL  PLACE. 

Hollywood 143 

Glenwood 121 

Evergreen 64 

Magnolia 22 

German 81 

Holy  Cross 100 

Old  Catholic 2 

Beth  Israel 8 

Orthodox 1 

Jewish 13 

Evergreen  (colored) 80 

Olivewood 68 

College  Park 242 

Poor  Farm 116 

Old  City 2 

Private  and  Other 32 

Shipped  out  of  city 346 

1.441 


DEATHS  IN  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 
(Included  in  Total  Deaths.) 

Year 

St.  Joseph's  Infirmary 183 

Houston  Infirmary 50 

Baptist  Sanitarium 50 

Lunn's  Sanitarium 2 

Boyd's  Sanitarium 

Norsworthy's  Sanitarium 12 

Faith  Home 5 

Infant's  Home 

St.  Anthony  Home 

County  Jail 3 

City  Jail 

Pest  House 3 

Southern  Pacific  Hospital 13 

Other  Institutions 9 

Died  outside  city  limits 220 

Bodies  shipped  here  from  elsewhere 83 

Deaths  not  in  above 

663 
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CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED  BY  PHYSICIANS. 


Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  fever 

Measles 

Typhoid  fever 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

Whooping  cough 

Chickenpox 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis. 


Cases  for 

Deaths  for 

Year 

Year 

13 

71 

11 

34 

* 

4 

* 

48 

* 

170 

* 

2 

* 

* 

1 

91 

32 

*  Cases  not  reported. 

DEATHS  CERTIFIED  BY  THE  CORONER. 

(Included  in  Total  Deaths.) 

For  the  month 122 

STIIL  AND  PREMATURE  DEATHS. 
(Not  Included  in  Total  Deaths.) 

Year 

Male,  white 50 

Female  ,white 39 

Male,  colored 46 

Female,  colored 43 

Total 178 

PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 


Culture  examined  for  diphtheria 

Specimens  of  sputum  examined  for  tuberculosis. 

Tuberculine  test  in  human 

Stomach  contents 

Specimens  of  blood  examined  for  typhoid  fever . 

Specimens  of  blood  smear  examined  for  malaria . 

Smears  examined  for  Gonorrhoea 

Feces  examined  for  ova  of  intestinal  parasites .  . 

Specimens  of  urine  examined — chemically 

Specimens  of  urine  examined — microscopically. . 

Samples  of  food  examined 

Samples  of  milk  collected  and  examined 

Samples  of  milk  brought  to  laboratory  and  ex- 
amined   

Total  samples  of  milk  examined 

Samples  City  water  collected  and  examined .... 

Spinal  fluid  examined  for  Cerebro-Spinal  Men- 
ingitis   

Cultures  examined  for  Cerebro-Spinal  Menin- 
gitis Carriers 

Samnle  of  drugs 


Positive 

Negative 

12 
49 

19 

87 

"6' 
6 
1 

2 

"9' 

16 

2 

17 

84 

12 

1 

230 

Total 

31 
136 

"5' 
15 

22 
3 

19 

188 
79 

27 
238 

76 

314 

1 

96 

231 
1 
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BIRTHS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


s 

< 

>> 

c 

"a 

3 
< 

E 
eg 

4) 
O 

o 

J3 

o 

2: 

B 

U 

Q 

3 

3 

J^ 

Male,  White 

62 

58 

47 

46 

66 

74 

92 

90 

60 '  70 

76 

65' 

804 

Female,  White 

78 

52 

59 

39 

60 

66 

53 

58 

651  81 

72 

69' 

752 

Male,  Black 

8 

18 

15 

12 

18 

14 

17 

17 

18    28 

20 

18 

'^03 

Female,  Black 

12 

6 

12 

14 

19 

14 

18 

15 

16    22 

14 

14 

176 

Total,  each  month. .  . 

160 

134 

133 

111 

163 

168 

180 

180 

I59I2OI 

182 

166 

1934 

Total  ntimber  of  sewer  connections  forced 155 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


J.  D.  McN ALLEY, 

CITY  SCAVENGER, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  SCAVENGER, 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  herewith  beg  to  submit  the  annual  report  of 
the  Scavenger  Department  showing  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments and  all  work  done  in  the  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing February  29,  1912. 

Owing  to  the  increased  amount  of  work  required  to  be  done 
by  this  department  it  became  necessary  to  increase  the  equip- 
ment of  the  department,  and  during  the  past  year  I  pur- 
chased two  mules,  two  new  wagons  and  12  new  barrels. 

I  made  an  improvement  at  the  Pumping  Station  last  year 
by  laying  a  new  cement  floor  in  the  wash  house  and  to  ven- 
tilate the  storeroom  I  had  two  ventilation  windows  placed 
there. 

I  have  systematized  the  work  of  the  department,  especially 
in  the  work  of  the  wagons,  by  eliminating  the  loss  of  time, 
so  that  their  work  may  be  more  effective. 

I  have  also  made  it  a  point  to  consider  all  complaints  re- 
ceived by  this  department  and  investigate  same  personally 
and  lay  the  justice  where  the  justice  is  due. 

GENERAL  REVENUE. 

Amount  of  Closets  Cleaned. 

March,        1911 $  1,763.50 

April,  "    1,685.00 

May,  "    1,884.50 

June,  "    1,662.50 

July,  "    1,580.50 

August,  "    1,470.75 

September,    "    1,299.75 

October,         "    1,258.25 

November,     "    1,415.75 

December,     "    1,145.50 

January,     1912 1,335.25 

February,      "    1,652.50 

;  Total $18,153.75 
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Amount  of  Cash  Collected. 

March,        1911 $  1,717.75 

April,             "    1,711.00 

May,               "    ' 1,822.25 

June,              "    1,623.00 

July,               "    1,570.75 

August,          "    1,465.25 

September,    "    1,309.75 

October,         "    1,238.75 

November,     "    1,345.00 

December,     "    1,176.25 

January,     1912 1,351.50 

February,      "    1,662.50 

Total $17,993.75 


Amount  of  Closets  Cleaned  With  No  Collections. 

Charity $101.75 

Public  schools 95.75 

City  stables 1.00 

Wharf,  fire  station  and  park 39.25 

Infant's  Home 75 

Sewer  lift 5.00 

Bills  unpaid 6.50 

Total $250.00 


Recapitulation. 

Cash  collected $17,993.75 

Bills  outstanding 250.00 

Total    $18,243.75 

Expense  16,708.21 

Net  profit  over  operating  expense $  1,535.54 

Amount  of  appropriation $13,000.00 

Amount  of  expense 16,708.21 

Amount  expended  above  appropriation $  3,708.21 
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General  Expense. 

Inspectors,  office,  salary $  6,668.08 

Labor 6,057.77 

Feed,  stock 1,800.00 

Medical  service  for  stock 2.00 

Horse  shoeing  165.00 

Repairs  on  wagons 480.00 

Tools  and  repairs 65.48 

Barrels  and  repairs 174.60 

Harness   14.50 

Stationery  and  printing 152.03 

Axle  grease   11.43 

Disinfectant  and  freight 180.00 

Telephone    60.00 

New  wagons  purchased 150.00 

New  mules  purchased  (2) 525.00 

Repairs  to  disposal  house  floor  and  building  new 

storeroom   202.32 

Total $16,708.21 

Number  of  Places  Cleaned  and  Condemned  During  the  Year. 

Cleaned       Condemned 

March,        1911 2,126  2,138 

April,  "    1,989  1,749 

May,  "    2,323  1,921 

June,  "    1,990  1,922 

July,  "    1,980  1,882 

August,  "    1,818  1,648 

September,    "    1,601  1,516 

October,         "    1,483  1,435 

November,    "    1,672  1,576 

December,     "    1,391  1,478 

January,     1912 1,619  1,747 

February,      "    2,057  1,530 

Total  22,053  20,542 

Inventory  of  Live  Stock,  Wagons,  Barrels,  Etc. 

Mules 5 

Wagons,  new 2 

Wagons,  old 4 

Sanitary  barrels,  new 26 

Sanitary  barrels,  old 40 

Disinfectant,  barrels 2 

I  wish  to  mention  that  the  department  lost  one  mule  dur- 
ing- the  past  year,  which  died  with  glanders. 

The  net  earnings  of  the  department  over  the  operating  ex- 
pense during  the  past  year  was  $1,535.54. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

J.  D.  McNalley, 

City  Scavenger, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


R.  G.  ASHE, 

SUPERINTENDENT  GARBAGE, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1912. 


REPORT  OF 
GARBAGE  DEPARTMENT, 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1, 1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  herewith  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  of 
the  Garbage  Department,  showing  the  expense  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  year,  from  March  1,  1911,  to  February  29,  1912. 

Expense. 

Superintendence,  salary $  1,800.00 

Peed  for  2  horses  7  months,  and  repairs  to  buggy        210.00 

Labor    23,860.36 

Repairs  and  renewals,  equipment 371.00 

Repairs,  labor  and  material,  at  crematory 536.24 

Total $26,778.62 

Budget  allowance , 16,000.00 

Amount  over-expended $10,778.62 

REMARKS s 

As  this  department  is  under  your  immediate  supervision 
and  as  in  every  emergency  that  has  arisen,  I  have  always 
consulted  with  your  Honor,  and  acted  under  your  advice,  I 
feel  that  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  make  to  you  any  ex- 
planations why  the  expenditure  in  the  above  account  is  so 
in  advance  of  its  budget  allowance. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  general  public  I  will  make  this  state- 
ment :  The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  has  been  such  that  more 
teams  have  been  added  to  cover  the  increased  territory,  and 
the  long,  severe  winter,  which  made  the  streets  almost  im- 
passable has  also  demanded  extra  expense. 

Furthermore,  we  have  had  to  repair  and  enlarge  the  cre- 
matory, which  in  itself  was  quite  an  outlay. 
Respectfuly  submitted, 

R.  G.  Ashe, 
Garbage  Superintendent. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


HOUSTON  LYCEUM  AND 
CARNEGIE  LIBRARY 

For  the  Year  Ending  February  29 y  1912. 


REPORT  OF 

HOUSTON  LYCEUM  AND 

CARNEGIE  LIBRARY. 


Houston,  Texas,  February  19,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston, 

Dear  Sir: — The  year  of  1911  has  been  one  of  very  satis- 
factory growth.  Greater  use  than  ever  before  has  been 
made  of  the  Library  and  a  growing  appreciation  of  its  value 
for  reference  and  studious  use  is  noticeable  as  the  public 
comes  to  realize  its  resources  and  as  the  Library  itself  is 
able  to  augment  its  collection  with  desirable  and  important 
books. 

The  number  of  books  that  were  taken  from  the  Library 
for  home  reading  in  1911  was  103,319  volumes.  This  circu- 
lation is  larger  than  that  of  1910  by  12,000  volumes.  The 
Houston  Library  is  the  first  Texas  Library  to  reach  and  pass 
the  100,000  circulation  mark  and  has  the  largest  circulation 
of  any  library  in  Texas. 

Of  the  total  circulation  25,725  were  from  the  children's 
room.  The  use  of  Library  books  among  children  is  also 
encouraged  by  the  sending  of  collections  of  from  twenty-five 
to  one  hundred  books  to  the  more  distant  schools.  The  lib- 
eral gift  of  Mr.  N.  S.  Meldrum  to  the  Norma  Meldrum  chil- 
dren's room  of  $1,000.00  for  the  immediate  purchase  of 
children's  books  was  partially  used  for  this  purpose,  and 
several  hundred  books  were  purchased  especially  for  being 
sent  to  the  schools.    Collections  are  now  sent  to  six  schools. 

As  usual,  the  reading  room  has  been  liberally  patronized 
and  the  limited  seating  space  has  caused  great  inconvenience. 
190  of  the  leading  periodicals  are  received  therein,  of  which 
120  are  paid  subscriptions  and  the  remaining  70  gifts. 
Newspapers  of  the  largest  cities  are  also  received.  All  local 
publications  are  carefully  filed  and  preserved. 
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The  number  of  new  borrowers  was  3,117,  making  the 
present  total  of  people  in  Houston  who  have  applied  for  the 
privilege  of  drawing  books  14,201,  which  means  that  nearly 
one  person  in  every  seven  in  Houston  has  applied  for  the 
privilege  of  using  the  Library.  This  does  not  include  the 
hundreds  of  people,  citizens  and  transients,  who  use  the 
reading  and  reference  departments. 

The  number  of  books  added  was  5,115,  making  a  total  of 
volumes  in  the  Library  of  37,261  volumes.  Of  these,  2,982 
were  added  by  purchase  from  the  regular  library  funds, 
1,778  by  purchase  from  the  Meldrum  gift  and  fund,  and  355 
by  gift  and  from  the  Government. 

In  addition  to  the  schools,  Library  books  are  also  sent  to 
the  Settlement  House  in  the  Second  Ward,  the  Woodland 
Heights  Twenty-Six  Club,  which  circulates  them  among 
residents  of  Woodland  Heights,  the  McKee  Street  Church, 
and  the  Washington  Street  Methodist  Church.  The  use  of 
books  in  this  way  adds  a  circulation  of  several  thousand 
volumes  to  the  Library's  total  circulation. 

The  colored  branch  continues  to  have  good  use  among  the 
children.  Preliminary  arrangements  in  regard  to  the  branch 
seem  to  proceed  slowly  but  it  is  expected  that  during  the 
year  the  building  of  the  branch  for  which  Mr.  Carnegie  has 
donated  $15,000  will  be  begun. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

Julia  Ideson, 

Librarian, 

List  of  the  officers  and  trustees  of  the  Houston  Lyceum 
and  Carnegie  Library,  Houston,  Texas : 
Mr.  E.  L.  Dennis,  President. 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Ring,  Vice-President. 
Mrs.  I.  S.  Myer,  Secretary. 
Mrs.  E.  N.  Gray,  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Raphael,  Coresponding  Secretary. 
Rev.  Petpjr  Gray  Sears. 
Mr.  p.  W.  Horn. 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Hall. 
Mr.  Otis  K.  Hamblen. 
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The  treasurer's  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  April 
30,  1911,  is  offered  here: 

Receipts. 
1910. 

May      1,  To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $    364.25 

To  balance  in  hands  of  Librarian 26.67    $      390.92 

1911.  

April  30,  To  City  of  Houston $8,708.34 

To  club  room  rentals 319.75 

To  School  Board 180.00 

Fines,  dues,  etc.,  by  Librarian 906.22 

Miscellaneous 29.39       10,143.70 

$10,534.62 
Expenditures. 
1911. 

April  30,  By  salaries,  staff $3,910.00 

By  salary,  janitor 603.50 

By  books 2,550.57 

By  periodicals  (2  years) 518.02 

By  binding 525.78 

By  printing,  stationery  and  supplies. .....  238.96 

By  furniture  and  fixtures « 293.83 

By  building  supplies 84.90 

By  lights 184.45 

By  coal 125.06 

By  freight  and  express 162,59 

By  telephone  72.00 

By  repairs  and  plumbing 79.35 

By  ice 36.10 

By  care  of  grounds 39.27 

By  miscellaneous 122.70 

By  colored  branch 356.37     $  9,903.45 

By  balance  in  hands  of  Treas'r,  in  bank.  .$    570.63 

By  balance  in  hands  of  Librarian 60,54  631.17 

$10,534.62 

(Signed)  E.  L.  Dennis,  Treasurer, 
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REPORT  OF  PURCHASING  AGENT. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1912. 

To  THE  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  City  of  Houston, 

Dear  Sir  : — In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  purchases  for  the 
€ity  of  Houston  are  not  made  by  me,  and  are  not  therefore 
of  record  in  this  office,  I  feel  that  a  statistical  report  would 
be  valueless,  as  this  information  can  be  better  and  more 
fully  obtained  from  the  various  reports  of  the  different  de- 
partments. 

The  discrepancy  which  would  show  between  my  figures 
and  theirs  would  be  due  to  two  legitimate  causes:  First, 
some  of  the  departments  are  in  the  habit,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, of  making  purchases  without  reporting  same  to  this 
office;  and  again,  this  office  being  but  an  adjunct  to  yours, 
the  purchasing  power  being  vested  by  City  Charter  in  the 
Mayor,  it  is  but  natural  that  many  large  purchases  are 
made  by  you  in  person  and  these  also,  are  not  listed  in  this 
office.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  report  to  those  ar- 
ticles of  daily  consumption,  such  as  lumber,  feed,  fuel,  lu- 
bricants, hardware,  etc.,  purchased  regularly  and  solely 
through  this  office. 

With  this  explanation,  I  respectfully  submit  herewith 
the  following  report: 

Bridge  Lunxber. 

Owing  to  the  severe  winter  there  has  been  a  great  de- 
mand for  bridges  and  street  crossings,  and  in  consequence 
a  large  amount  of  rough-heart  lumber  has  been  used;  also, 
some  of  the  bayou  bridges  have  been  re-floored  and  braced, 
thereby  necessitating  the  purchase  of  some  very  large  tim- 
bers. All  of  this  lumber,  where  possible,  has  been  purchased 
in  car  lots,  but  heavy  rains  and  wet  woods  have  made  the 
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delivery  of  cars  very  uncertain,  and  rendered  it  necessary 
to  procure  a  considerable  quantity  from  the  yards  here  in 
the  city.  During  the  year  the  city  purchased  thirty-seven 
carloads,  or  421,000  feet,  at  prices  ranging  from  $17.00  to 
$20.00,  and  at  an  average  price  of  $18.55  per  thousand;  and 
about  150,000  feet  from  the  yards  at  prices  varying  from 
$20.00  to  $26.00,  the  bulk  of  which,  however,  was  bought  at 
$21.00  per  thousand,  showing  conclusively  the  advisability 
of  buying  in  car  lots  when  possible. 

Feed  Purchases. 

The  city's  feed  bill  for  the  year  was  about  $17,325.00  and 
was  divided  as  follows:  Water  Department,  $1,275.00; 
Street  and  Bridge  (including  Scavenger  and  Garbage)  De- 
partment, $9,105.00;  Fire  Department,  $6,345.00,  and  Police 
Department,  $600.00. 

The  cost  per  head  per  month  for  the  different  departments 
was: 

Water  Department — 8  mules  and  5  horses $  8.20 

Street  and  Bridge  Department — 81  mules 9.35 

Fire  Department — 53  horses 10.00 

Police  Department — 4  horses 12.50 

If  some  arrangements  for  storage  could  be  made  whereby 
feed  for  the  Fire  and  Police  Department  horses  could  be 
bought  in  car  lots,  I  am  satisfied  their  percentage  could  be 
materially  decreased. 

The  Police  Department  horses  are  very  large,  work  day 
and  night,  and  their  feed  is  bought  in  small  lots,  which  ac- 
counts in  some  measure  for  their  cost  of  keep  being  higher 
than  the  others.  Feed  has  steadily  risen  during  the  year; 
oats  going  from  43  cents  in  March,  1911,  to  Q>io  cents  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1912 ;  and  while  Timothy  hay  was  plentiful  last  year 
at  $21.50,  it  is  hard  to  get  now  at  any  price,  ''No.  1"  being 
offered  at  $28.00,  with  no  ''Choice"  on  the  market.  Other 
feed  stuff  has  risen  proportionately  and  is  still  at  the  high- 
water  mark. 
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Fuel. 

The  coal  bill,  owing  to  the  hard  winter,  is,  I  believe,  the 
heaviest  the  city  has  ever  had.  The  Fire  Department  used 
183  tons  of  Brookside  for  heating  purposes  and  127  tons  of 
steamer  coal  for  its  engines,  but  of  the  latter  item  eighfy 
tons  were  only  recently  purchased  to  re-stock  the  different 
fire  stations,  and  at  least  seventy-five  tons  of  it  is  still  on 
hand.  The  Police  Department  used  thirteen  tons  of  Brook- 
side,  the  Water  Department  used  fifteen  tons  of  soft  coal 
and  the  City  Hall  ninety-eight  tons  of  McAlester  coal.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that,  though  under  no  contract,  prices  were 
not  raised  during  the  bad  weather  when  hauling  was  so  dif- 
ficult and  coal  so  scarce.  On  the  contrary  the  city  has,  since 
last  report,  secured  a  reduction  of  50  cents  per  ton  on  soft 
coal,  making  the  prices  at  present:  Brookside  coal  $10.50 
and  soft  coal  $6.50  per  ton. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  thank  the  Southern  Pacific 
and  the  International  &  Great  Northern  Railway  Companies 
for  cars  of  coal  they  each  let  the  city  have  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment after  the  big  Industrial  Cotton  Oil  Company  fire 
when  our  stock  was  depleted  and  the  dealers  had  no  coal 
on  hand ;  also  the  Houston  Gas  Company  for  Brookside  coal 
furnished  under  similar  conditions. 

A  full  report  of  fuel  oil  purchased  for  and  used  by  the 
Asphalt  Plant,  the  Sewer  Pumping  Station  and  the  Water 
Department  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  heads  of 
those  departments. 

Gasoline,  Lamp  and  Lubricating  Oils. 

The  various  departments  have  used  approximately  7,000 
gallons  of  gasoline  at  a  price  of  10  cents  per  gallon,  mostly 
for  automobiles  and  motorcycles,  and  about  500  gallons  of 
naphtha  at  8  cents  per  gallon,  used  principally  at  the  As- 
phalt Plant.  Lubricating  oil  purchases  amounted  to  2,200 
gallons  and  cost  from  30  to  65  cents,  depending  upon  the 
nature  of  the  work  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  best 
kerosene  oil  has  been  bought  for  8  cents  per  gallon.    I  would 
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recommend  that  thirty-gallon  tanks,  for  lubricating  oil,  be 
placed  at  the  Central  Fire  Station  and  at  the  Police  Station, 
as  half-barrel  lots  can  be  bought  at  a  saving  of  5  cents  per 
gallon,  and  it  would  also  eliminate  the  charge  of  35  cents 
each  for  jacket  cans,  which  is  made  with  almost  every  pur- 
chase, thereby  making  a  saving  of  12  cents  per  gallon 
against  five  and  ten-gallon  purchases. 

Other  Supplies. 

The  city  has  purchased  shovels,  picks,  pipe,  packing,  files, 
elbows,  couplings,  stop-cocks,  and  all  kinds  of  hardware  at 
close  prices  as  all  dealers  are  anxious  to  secure  this  business. 

Automobile  tires  and  repairs  is  quite  an  item  of  expense, 
but  realizing  that  the  Fire  and  Police  Departments  put  the 
lives  of  their  men  in  jeopardy  whenever  a  fast  run  is 
made,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  city  to  supply  them  with 
the  best  that  money  could  buy ;  yet  close  competition  has  en- 
abled them  to  obtain  these  articles  at  trade  prices. 

The  city  used  last  year,  at  the  Asphalt  Plant,  about  450 
barrels  of  cement,  purchased  in  small  lots,  at  a  cost  of  $1.70 
to  $1.75  per  barrel;  and  is  now  using,  on  account  of  a  change 
in  the  repair  mixture,  about  sixty  barrels  per  month.  I  re- 
spectfully recommend  that,  if  feasible,  storage  arrange- 
ments be  made  there  so  that  it  may  be  purchased  in  car  lots, 
at  a  saving  of  from  12  to  15  cents  per  barrel. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  to  you  and  the  City  Com- 
missioners, also  to  the  officials  of  the  various  departments, 
my  thanks  for  the  courtesy,  co-operation  and  valuable  as- 
sistance shown  me  during  the  past  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

N.  C.  Hunger, 
City  Purchasing  Agent. 
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